
Gazette
The

WISCONSIN’S BEST NEWSPAPER

Saturday, December 28, 2019 • Our 174th year • $1.50

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Stephen “Steve” Behl
•Cindy Marie Gerstner
•Gloria Margaret Haroldson

•Bertram H. Klein
•Carol A. Krueger
•Mitzie K. McCulloch

•Virginia “Ginny” Paulsen
•Ervin J. Stadelman
•Tarron R. Turner

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 46 | Low 44  

Rather cloudy 
with a little rain

More on 7A

Classified . . . . . . . . .8B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .4B

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .6A

Nation/World  . .5B-7B

Opinion . . . . . . . . . . .4A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . . .8B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

Support groups . . . .5A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . .8A

Craig boys grab another win
The Cougars managed to hold on to a  

74-70 nonconference victory over visiting  

Milwaukee Hamilton on Friday night.  

Craig improved to 5-1 on the season. 

Page 1B

‘Wood Wizard’
Beloit man shares his love 

of woodworking through 

a variety of creative pieces.  

‘Each tree has a story,’ 

he says. Page 3A
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Rock County Job Center’s hiring fair 

Jan. 9 will be the first major, publicly hosted 

job fair of the new year.

And according to fliers the job center has 

circulated on social media, more than two 

dozen employers representing a range of 

local industries plan to attend.

The fair comes at a time 

when Rock County’s unem-

ployment rate stands at 

3.2%, according to state 

data. That’s historically low, 

and it’s evidence of a contin-

ued labor shortage that has 

made life difficult for companies who need 

to hire workers.

Yet January job fairs are important for 

hiring agencies, in part because of a tem-

porary influx of newly unemployed people 

who have been cut loose from seasonal work, 

such as holiday jobs at retail stores.

One agency planning to attend the 

job fair—the U.S. Census 

Bureau—said it hopes the 

event can help net some of the 

1,200 workers still needed in 

Rock County to conduct the 

2020 Census.

U.S. Census Bureau spokes-

man Bob Giblin said the bureau relies on job 

fairs to find qualified applicants age 18 and 

older to staff thousands of temporary jobs.

And like any other company or agency 

that’s trying to hire, the bureau is also deal-

ing with a labor pool that’s far smaller than 

it was in post-recession 2010, when the last 

By Andrew Dyer

The San Diego Union-Tribune

SAN DIEGO
Navy SEALs who were never called to tes-

tify in the war crimes trial of Chief Petty Offi-
cer Eddie Gallagher told naval criminal inves-
tigators about behavior they witnessed, includ-
ing the alleged stabbing of a wounded Islamic 
State fighter that led to murder charges against 
Gallagher.

The two 
SEALs were 
g r a n t e d 
immunity to 
testify in the 
trial this past 
summer, but 
were never 
called to the 
stand.

T h e i r 
i n t e r v i e w s 
with crimi-
nal investi-
gators will 
be available 
for stream-
ing Friday on 
Hulu, on “The 
Weekly” from 
The New York 
Times. It will 
be broadcast 
on FX on Sun-
day.

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
conducted the SEAL interviews more than a 
year before the San Diego court-martial of Gal-
lagher, who was charged and acquitted of sev-
eral war crimes, including murder.

The SEALs described how their chief 
seemed to love killing, how he targeted women 
and children and boasted that “burqas were 
flying.”

The footage provides revealing insights 
of the men who worked with Gallagher and 
turned him in. They have never spoken pub-
licly about the case, which has divided the elite 
fighting force known for its secrecy.

Census Bureau among employers looking to hire at job fair
HIRING FAIR

What: Rock County Job Center 
hiring fair. The recruitment event fea-
tures at least 35 local employers and 
agencies that are seeking thousands 
of applicants for job openings.

When: 1-4 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 9.
Where: Rock County Job Center, 

1900 Center Ave., Janesville.
Details: For more information and 

a full listing of companies and agen-
cies who plan to attend, call 608-741-
3578 or visit the Rock County Job 
Center on Facebook.

Agency will have to fill 
1,200 Rock County positions

SEALs described alleged  
Gallagher war crimes  

to military investigators

Associated Press
Navy Special Operations Chief 
Edward Gallagher leaves a mil-
itary court on Naval Base San 
Diego in July. Navy SEALs 
described their platoon leader, 
retired Special Operations Chief 
Gallagher, as ‘evil,’ ‘toxic’ and 
‘perfectly OK with killing any-
body that was moving,’ in video 
footage obtained by The New 
York Times.

‘Freaking
evil’

Gazette staff

Reporters interview hundreds of 

people and write dozens of stories in a 

year’s time.

Some are drudgery; others are a 

delight.

Some become favorites they’ll never 

forget.

Here are some articles Gazette 

reporters chose as favorites from 2019:

Jonah Beleckis
Headline: “Before driver in fatal police 

shooting is sent to prison, grieving fam-

ilies pray together”

Date published: May 31.

Synopsis: Jose Lara drove in the seat 

next to where Christopher Davis died. 

But members of the Davis family in a 

moment of “beauty and humanity” for-

gave Lara and prayed with him and his 

family before he went to prison.

Reporter’s thoughts: Courtrooms are 

intentionally divided—prosecutors and 

victims on one side, defendants and 

their lawyers on the other. Sometimes 

guards have to stand in the way to make 

sure emotional crowds don’t mix.

But at this sentencing over the shoot-

ing death of 21-year-old Christopher 

Davis, Jose Lara—the driver of the car 

a sheriff ’s deputy shot into—walked 

to the other side to embrace and pray 

with a grieving mother and brother. The 

grief, the grace, the forgiveness. I will 

never forget this moment and am more 

human for having been present for it.

Catherine W. Idzerda
Headline: “Subzero science: Frigid 

weather offers opportunity for experi-

ments”

Date published: Jan. 30.

Synopsis: I went outside and tested 

all the cold weather experiments jour-

nalists do when it gets really cold.

Reporter’s thoughts: Since the first 

printing press was invented, editors 

have been sending reporters out in 

extreme weather to discover if an egg 

will really fry on a sidewalk or if you 

can use a frozen banana as a hammer.

Last January, when the area was 

experiencing record low temperatures, 

Gazette Editor Sid Schwartz sent me out 

behind the building to pour molasses, 

make maple syrup candy in the snow 

and to hammer stuff with a banana. 

None of it went well, and readers learned 

that maple syrup candy made at a load-

ing dock tastes like automobile exhaust.

You’re welcome.

Neil Johnson
Headline: “Janesville man shares 

untold story of his father, a Titanic sur-

vivor”

Date published: Sept. 22.

Synopsis: A Janesville man shared 

with The Gazette the untold story of 

his father, Wing Sun Fong, one of six 

Chinese men who research and a new 

documentary film now shows survived 

and were rescued from the 1912 wreck 

of the Titanic.
Reporter’s thoughts: I’m usually not 

fond of writing news features that exam-

ine U.S. or world history. This story 

was different. What are the chances a 

reporter would bump into a local man 

whose father was the last living man 

pulled from the icy ocean waters after 

the wreck of the Titanic? I calculate 

Reporters share  
favorite stories of 2019

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Cole Fuller’s mother, Robyn Hansen, sits next to a statue and flow-
ers she and her husband, Steve Wilson, have in their yard as a 
memorial to her son.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Gazette reporter Catherine Idzerda tries 
her hand at a few cold-weather science 
experiments. Here, Idzerda throws a cup 
of boiling water into the frigid wind, caus-
ing some of the water to instantly vaporize.

Submitted photo
A car at the scene of a police-involved 
shooting Feb. 24, 2016, in the parking lot of 
Roma’s Ristorante and Lounge in East Troy.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Tom Fong, owner of the Cozy Inn restaurant in Janesville, is the 
son of Fang Lang, known later in life as Wing Sun Fong, one of six 
Chinese survivors of the sinking of the Titanic in 1912. Although 
Fong knew his father survived a shipwreck, his father never told 
him it was the Titanic.

Crème de la crème

Turn to FAVORITES on Page 7A

Turn to CENSUS on Page 7A

Turn to GALLAGHER on Page 6A
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