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Westby dairy farmer 

a casualty of the times
The uncertain economics 

of the dairy business prompted 

Ryan Dunnum to sell most of  

his cows while keeping hope alive 

that he can start back up. Page 2A

Milton has finalists 

for interim position
The Milton School Board has 

named two individuals as 

finalists for the district’s 

interim superintendent 

position. Page 3A

Report: Border 

conditions worsen
A group issued a report 

Friday that said conditions 

in border holding centers 

were violating human 

rights. Page 8B

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Clad in a white beekeeping 

suit, Vic Merrifield led two vis-

itors wearing protective garb 

into a small enclosure of hives 

at the Rock County Community 

Garden.

This is Merrifield’s third 

year of beekeeping at the 

county garden on Highway 14 

and fifth overall. In that time, 

he has come to view honeybees 

as docile insects despite the fact 

that he has been stung a hand-

ful of times.

Concern over the aggres-

siveness of honeybees and the 

potential for serious allergic 

reactions dominated debate 

earlier this year as Janesville 

grappled with a proposed 

backyard beekeeping ordi-

nance.

The city council eventually 

passed the measure in April, 

although there was an initial 

motion to reject it.

Now that backyard beekeep-

ing is regulated and allowed, 

Janesville beekeepers tout benefits of hives in light of new ordinance

By Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

One year ago, lawmakers 

moved quickly to pass a law 

that would close the state’s 

youth prison where a toxic 

environment led to dozens of 

injuries to inmates and staff—

some nearly deadly.

In a time of deep divi-

sion between Democrats and 

Republicans, not one law-

maker opposed the effort 

to shutter the Lincoln Hills 

School for Boys and Copper 

Lake School for Girls.

But now, just 15 months 

later and even as the same 

signs of danger linger, law-

makers and Gov. Tony Evers 

continue to push back the 

prison’s closure date and the 

funding to replace it.

“I just feel horrible about 

it,” said 19-year-old Elijah 

Jammerson, who spent five 

years in Lincoln Hills until 

2018. “To be treated like ani-

mals and be caged—it’s just 

wrong. It just needs to stop.”

Offenders in the prison 

north of Wausau were held in 

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN
State funding for Walworth County 

Drug Court is at risk because of the pro-

gram’s low participation, the treatment 

court coordinator said during a meeting 

Friday.

For months, the future of the county’s 

treatment courts, particularly drug court, 

have been uncertain after 

District Attorney Zeke 

Wiedenfeld said he might 

withdraw his office’s sup-

port from the program.

While the uncertainty 

still exists, more clarity 

could come later this sum-

mer.

Katie Behl, treatment 

court coordinator, said Friday during 

the county Criminal Justice Coordinat-

ing Committee meeting that they had a 

May 23 call with the state Department of 

Justice about Treatment Alternatives and 

Diversion program funding.

Department of Justice representatives 

visited Walworth County in March. They 

attended drug court and reviewed policies 

and procedures, Behl said.

The county receives $125,000 per year 

for drug court, which has 

14 participants. Its capac-

ity is 25.

Judge Daniel Johnson, 

who oversees drug court, 

said the number of par-

ticipants is “obviously not 

ideal.” He said the ses-

sions are running much 

quicker—Thursday’s hearing finished an 

hour early.

Behl said Department 

of Justice officials showed 

concern about the number 

of participants.

“If our numbers are as 

low as they are, they’re 

going to review our appli-

cation, and our funding 

will be cut in 2020 as well,” 

she said.

There were no specifics on what the cuts 

would look like. Instead, Behl said, they 

By Robert Burns and Lolita C. Baldor

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump on Friday 

blamed Iran for attacks on oil tankers 

near the strategic Strait of Hormuz, but 

he also held out hope that implicit U.S. 

threats to use force will yield talks with 

the Islamic Republic as the Pentagon 

considers beefing up defenses in the 

Persian Gulf area.

A day after explosions blew holes in 

two oil tankers just outside Iran’s terri-

torial waters, rattling international oil 

markets, the administration seemed 

caught between pressure to punish 

Iran without drawing the U.S. closer to 

warand to reassure Washington’s Gulf 

Arab allies.

“Iran did it,” Trump said on Fox 

News Channel’s “Fox & Friends.” He 

didn’t offer evidence, but the U.S. mil-

itary released video it said showed 

Iran’s Revolutionary Guard removing 

an unexploded mine from one of the 

oil tankers targeted near the Strait of 

Hormuz, suggesting Tehran wanted to 

cover its tracks.

By pointing the finger at Iran, 

Trump was keeping a public spotlight 

on an adversary he accuses of terror-

ism but also has invited to negotiate. 

The approach is similar to his diplo-

macy with North Korea, which has 

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Vic Merrifield lifts the lid on a beehive Monday at the Rock County Community Garden in Janesville.

The bees next door

Low participation threatens Walworth County Drug Court funding

Vic Merrifield lifts part of the beehive to reveal worker bees Monday.

Court has 14 participants 
while its capacity is 25

Wiedenfeld

Behl

Johnson

Cost saps 
energy 

to replace 
juvenile 
prison

Evers, lawmakers 
push back closure

Trump 
blames Iran 
for attacks, 
wants talks
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