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You’re a Democrat planning to run 
for governor? Take a number. The line 
forms on the left.

Last week, 16 Democrats had regis-
tered with the state Elections Commis-
sion to challenge two-term Republican 
Gov. Scott Walker in the November 
2018 general election.

If 10 of them end up on the August 
primary ballot, it would be a record for 
modern Wisconsin politics, according 
to a review of Democratic primary 
elections going back to 1978.

That review shows that there have 
been only six competitive Democratic 
primaries for governor since 1978, and 
most of those contests had only three 
or four serious candidates.

This time, there could be eight 
or 10 Democrats with past political 
experience, or enough cash to get their 
message before voters.

The record number 
of Democratic can-
didates for governor, 
and the inability to 
predict how Walker 
and President Don-
ald Trump will unify 
Democrats, means 
nobody—in or out of 
politics—can predict 
Walker’s opponent in 
November 2018.

Another wild card is 
turnout, which ranged 
from 218,900 Democratic votes in 1998 
to 665,800 in 2012.

With up to 10 serious candidates 
possible, every vote in the August pri-
mary will matter.

So, consider something that can be 
measured: In those last six competitive 
Democratic primaries for governor, 
where did the votes come from? Did 
they come from the party’s traditional 
Madison and Milwaukee power bases?

Ten of the 16 registered Democratic 
governor wannabes listed Dane County 
campaign addresses, even though one 
of them—Rep. Dana Wachs—has an 
Eau Claire voting address. Two of the 
16—Andy Gronik and Matt Flynn—are 
from Milwaukee County.

There have been wide fluctuations 
since 1978 in where Democratic votes 
in gubernatorial primaries come from.

 � Milwaukee County’s Democratic 
vote totals in primaries for governor 
ranged from 32.4 percent of the state-
wide total in 2014 (Dane County Dem-
ocrats Mary Burke and then-Rep. Brett 
Hulsey) to 17.9 percent in 1998 (Dane 
County Democrat Ed Garvey versus 
then-Milwaukee Sen. Gary George).

In the highest-turnout Democratic 
primary, the one that decided who 
would challenge Walker in his 2012 
recall election, Milwaukee County 
Democrats cast only 19.9 percent of the 
statewide total. That gave Milwaukee 
Mayor Tom Barrett the party’s nomina-
tion, however.

 � Dane County’s Democratic turn-
out ranged from a high of 23.7 percent 
of the statewide turnout in the 1998 
primary to a low of 10.6 percent in 
both the 1982 (Tony Earl, Martin Sch-

reiber and James Wood primary won 
by Earl) and 1978 (David Carley versus 
Schreiber contest won by Schreiber) 
primaries.

 � Waukesha County, a Republican 
stronghold, still cast more than 5 
percent of Democratic votes in prima-
ries for governor three times—the 2012 
recall, in 2002 (the Barrett, Attorney 
General Jim Doyle and Dane County’s 
Kathleen Falk contest that Doyle won) 
and in 1982. In the other three prima-
ries, Waukesha County Democrats cast 
only 3 percent of the statewide total.

 � Rock County Democrats cast 4.6 
percent of all statewide primary votes 
in 2014, and about 2.9 percent in the 
2012 and 2002 contests.

 � Brown County Democrats were 
responsible for a high of 3.9 percent of 
the statewide total in the 2012 recall 
and a low of 2.4 percent in 2014 and 
1998.

 � Racine County Democrats cast 
a high of 5.5 percent of the statewide 
total in the 1978 primary and a low of 
2.4 percent in the 2014 primary.

 � Kenosha County Democrats cast 
between 3.3 percent (1982) and 1.8 per-
cent (2014) of the statewide totals.

Would a historical 10-candidate 
August primary be good for the State 
Democratic Party?

“The more, the merrier,” said 
ex-state Democratic Party Chair Joe 
Wineke, a former Dane County law-
maker whose career included primary 
losses. “The cream will rise.”

Because state Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Tony Evers has won 
statewide elections, Wineke said Evers 
has a “clear advantage.”

But, Wineke added, “Dana Wachs 
and (State Fire Fighters Association 
President) Mahlon Mitchell have a 
chance to win the primary.”

“Money will matter in the primary, 
but not be the only indicator,” Wineke 
said, adding: “Someone will come out 
of the January (fundraising) numbers 
looking surprisingly well, and a few 
candidates will look ridiculous. The 
winning candidate needs to raise sever-
al million in the primary and—more 
importantly—create a message that 
resonates with people.”

Although Walker will outspend the 
Democrat, 2018 will be an anti-Trump 
“wave year,” Wineke predicted.

“The Democratic nominee for gover-
nor can get outspent $2 or $3 to $1 and 
still have a chance. That is doable.”

Steven Walters is a senior producer 
for the public affairs channel Wiscon-
sinEye. Contact him at  
stevenscwalters@gmail.com.

YOUR VIEWSOUR VIEWS

STATE VIEWS

Sid Schwartz, Editor

sschwartz@gazettextra.com

Ann Fiore, Chief Copy Editor

afiore@gazettextra.com

Andrew Broman, Opinion Page Editor

abroman@gazettextra.com

The Gazette Letters Policy
The Gazette welcomes letters to the editor. Let-

ters should be typed or clearly legible and limited to 
250 words, as calculated by our computer system. 
They may be edited for brevity, clarity, good taste and 
libel. We do not publish anonymous letters or poetry. 
Write as often as once every 30 days. Please include 
your full name and signature, complete address and a 
daytime phone number. Mail to: Letters to the Editor, 
The Gazette, 1 S. Parker Drive, P.O. Box 5001, Janes-
ville, Wis. 53547-5001. You can also email your letter to  
letters@gazettextra.com.

Sidney H. Bliss, Publisher
Howard F. Bliss, 1883-1919
Harry H. Bliss, 1919-1937

Sidney H. Bliss, 1937-1959
Robert W. Bliss, 1937-1992

Bliss Communications, Inc.
Sidney H. Bliss, President, Board Chairman

Mary Jo Villa, Vice President, Strategic Operations
Pam Schmoldt, Vice President, Financial Operations

172 years of community service ... since 1845

1 South Parker Drive  •  P.O. Box 5001
Janesville, Wis.  •  53547-5001  •  608-754-3311

www.gazettextra.com

The GazetteOPINION

STEVEN  

WALTERS

Ten of the 16 registered Democratic 

governor wannabes listed Dane County 

campaign addresses, even though one of 

them—Rep. Dana Wachs—has an Eau  

Claire voting address. Two of the 16—Andy  

Gronik and Matt Flynn—are from  

Milwaukee County.

Story about lawsuit  
wasn’t fair to deputies

I was appalled when I read the article of 
alleged excessive force (Thursday, Page 1A) by 
three Walworth County deputies.

Why in the world are their pay rates in 
this article? What does that have to do with 
the subject at hand? What are you trying to 
suggest?

Your article, in my opinion, read like you 
were convicting these officers of an abuse of 
power in spite of the facts. If you are going to 
report news, please do your homework and fol-
low ethical guidelines. We don’t need our law 
enforcement arbitrarily tried and convicted in 
your newspaper, which is how this appeared 
to me.

There are legitimate complaints at times 
with law enforcement. That does not mean, 
though, that all actions by officers are suspect. 
I’m really disgusted with the job you did on 
this article and feel you should retract/redo 
your reporting.

SHERRY STANEK
Whitewater

Maybe consider taking  
couple years off from hunting

If I were a hunter, I’d be inclined to be a bit 
worried about my own safety with very young 
hunters being licensed to legally hunt.

A recent story form USA Today states a 
14-year-old Missouri girl shot an elk by mis-
take, thinking it was a deer. She won’t get to 
keep the meat, hide or big antlers. Conserva-
tion officials have also not finished their inves-
tigation or decided if any warnings or citations 
will be issued (elk are protected). The story has 
gone viral, and the girl’s father is protecting 
her hide, warning that some online comments 
amount to “bullying.”

Could not a brown cow appear to be a deer? 
A hunter in camouflage be mistaken for a 
bear? Might dogs and sheep as well as other 
hunters be mistakenly shot? I’d be tempted to 
take a year or two off from hunting to avoid 
being one of the casualties, which may occur.

ROBERT TEWS
Edgerton

Writer misrepresents dispute, 
ignores right-wing violence
I had to respond to Steve White’s letter 

to the editor Thursday (“‘Resist’ movement 
leading to violence”). What complete nonsense. 
The assault on the senator was a neighborly 
dispute over a pumpkin patch. Nothing politi-
cal about it. 

As for the so-called “leftist” violence, the 
right wing is not innocent, either. Does Char-
lottesville ring a bell? All I can say is nice try, 
Mr. White.

KRISTIN PANN
Janesville

History needs to be corrected 
in indigenous people’s favor
American Indian, Native American, indig-

enous: These are the names of the original 
people who lived on this land now called the 
United States of America.

It is time to get history right! Local, state, 
and national American Indians are calling for 
us to get history corrected. This land and its 
people have been here forever. A European 
finding this land does not change that.

I am calling for all of us, as citizens of this 
wonderful land, to stand up for the original 
people of American soil. American Indians and 
all of us deserve to know the truth about the 
history of America. Perhaps this can start with 
correcting some wrongs.

We can start by changing Columbus Day to 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day.

JULIE WAITE
Janesville

Putting solar panels  
on farm land a bad idea

For a Chicago company to build solar arrays 
in Walworth County would be a waste of good 
farm land. Why not put solar panels on flat-
roofed buildings instead, such as factories and 
stores?

Land that produces is valuable, especially 
if it doesn’t need irrigation. The agricultural 
industry can’t survive without land, which pro-
vides jobs on farms and in the food industry. 
Destroying land is not earth friendly.

We already have electricity and need food 
for survival. If there’s no food, there’s no people 
to use electricity. Use oil and gas instead.

RUTH BLAKELY
Delavan

To geothermal at Edgerton hospital. 
The best way to turn people to green energy 

is to demonstrate how it 
helps their pocketbooks. 
Edgerton Hospital and 
Health Services paid about 
$800,000 for a geothermal 
system installed five years 
ago, and the system paid for 
itself faster than engineers 
had anticipated. The sys-
tem works by drawing heat 

from the earth, slashing the hospital’s natural 
gas bill by nearly 90 percent. If more people 
made saving money their main motive—and 
not so much saving the earth—green ener-
gy projects might encounter less political 
resistance and become more mainstream. 
Everybody wants a clean environment, but 
environmentalists might win more converts 
by playing down the guilt trips about a dying 
planet. A pragmatic pitch focusing on the 
amount of money saved, rather than the 
size of one’s carbon footprint, is the smarter 
approach.

To Rock County suing opioid makers. 
We have advocated for state Attorney General 

Brad Schimel to sue opioid 
makers over their roles in 
perpetuating an addiction 
crisis throughout Wiscon-
sin. While Schimel has said 
he’s investigating the situa-
tion, Wisconsin hasn’t filed 
a lawsuit. In a surprising 
twist, Schimel’s dawdling 
may have benefited Rock 

County, which joined 27 other counties last 
month in filing their own lawsuits against the 
opioid makers. County Board Chairman Russ 
Podzilni said counties learned their lesson 
in the 1990s when the state refused to share 
settlement proceeds from a tobacco lawsuit. 
“We didn’t have a seat at the table, and we got 
screwed,” Podzilni said. The opioid crisis is 
straining Rock County’s budget in many ways, 
including an increased demand for child 
protection services. A settlement won’t fix the 
crisis, but it could help the county cope.

To hedging over Roy Moore. Some state 
officials qualified their statements about 

embattled Alabama Senate 
candidate Roy Moore, who’s 
accused of molesting and 
dating teenagers while he 
was in his 30s. Gov. Scott 
Walker initially compared 
the allegations to rumors 
he faced during Walker’s 
2012 recall campaign and 
said Moore should step 

aside only if the allegations are true. Walker 
later said Moore should quit the race, which 
is what Walker should have said in the first 
place. U.S. Senate candidates Kevin Nich-
olson and state Sen. Leah Vukmir made a 
similar mistake, and they both quickly back-
tracked, calling for Moore to get out of the 
race. House Speaker Paul Ryan handled the 
situation correctly by describing the allega-
tions as “credible” and making clear Moore 
should exit the race. The Republican Party 
stands to gain nothing by defending Moore, 
and Ryan knows this.

To the next perpetrator exposed. Which 
lawmakers will be the next to have their 

careers destroyed amid al-
legations of sexual assault? 
With victims suddenly 
feeling empowered to tell 
their stories, high-profile 
officials across the nation 
have been forced to resign, 
though Wisconsin has man-
aged to mostly avoid fallout 
from the #MeToo campaign. 

Meanwhile, women on Capitol Hill say they 
share a “creep list” to protect each other 
from lawmakers known for inappropriate 
behavior, though most of these names—at 
least for the moment—have been kept confi-
dential. While the #MeToo campaign has put 
many influential people on edge, it’s help-
ing rectify a problem that’s been allowed to 
fester for too long. To his credit, the House 
speaker responded to the controversy by 
mandating sexual harassment training for 
House members.

No playbook, precedent  
for 16-candidate primary


