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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Cole J. Fuller
•Michael J. “Marty” Martin
•Kathryn  L. “Katie” Roberts

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 73 | Low 44  
Very warm with 
clouds and sun

More on 7A

Baylor women 

win national title
Baylor defeated defending 

national champion 

Notre Dame 82-81  

Sunday night in Tampa. 

Page 1B

Saving the world
Hedberg Public Library 

hosted an event Sunday 

that required families  

to work together to solve 

a mystery. Page 3A

DHS secretary resigns
Department of Homeland Security 

secretary Kirstjen Nielsen resigned 

Sunday after a meeting with  

President Donald Trump. Nielsen  

had traveled to the US-Mexico border 

with Trump on Friday. Page 6B

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

DELAVAN

Nicholas Mathisen’s unused 

graduation cap and gown were 

destroyed when heat and smoke 

scorched his home in March.

His family was renting 

the upper unit of a converted 

garage on South Shore Drive by 

Delavan Lake. The lower unit 

caught fire, and oily, greasy soot 

coated the family’s belongings.

Nicholas’ family lives pay-

check to paycheck. They didn’t 

have renter’s insurance or sav-

ings, and they had to scramble 

to find a home. It’s the second 

time Nicholas has been home-

less in about five years.

Nicholas, 18, is expected to 

graduate from Delavan-Darien 

High School in June. He is one 

of 61 homeless students in the 

Delavan-Darien School Dis-

trict, where homeless enroll-

ment has skyrocketed in the 

past seven years. Between the 

2011-12 and the 2015-16 school 

years, homeless enrollment in 

the district swelled more than 

764% (14 students to 121).

It has since dropped, possi-

bly because homeless families 

have moved away or because 

cases of homelessness haven’t 

been identified. But school offi-

cials say they see the effects of 

homelessness in classrooms 

every day.

Delavan-Darien isn’t alone. 

Homeless enrollment has 

grown statewide nearly every 

year since the 2003-04 school 

year. Over the past seven years, 

several districts in Rock and 

Walworth counties have seen 

their homeless numbers rise, 

including Janesville, Beloit, 

Milton, Whitewater, Clinton 

and Elkhorn.

Delavan-Darien social work-

ers said the district’s increase in 

homelessness is largely driven 

by a lack of affordable hous-

ing for low-income residents 

Homelessness hits 
school districts

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Delavan-Darien High School senior Nicholas Mathisen, 18, sits with his mother Mary Mathisen next to his 
car outside the Delavan Lake Resort, where his mother and her partner, Steve Jensen, have been staying 
since a fire destroyed the family’s apartment March 19. Nicholas visits the hotel about every other night 
but hasn’t slept there, choosing to sleep at a friend’s house instead.

DELAVAN-DARIEN

Homeless enrollment

SOURCE: Department of Public Instruction and 
Delavan-Darien

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com
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By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER
One family got its five-day 

eviction notice—they needed 
to be out by Friday.

Another family had become 
homeless a few weeks ago. They 
had been living with a family 
member who was no longer let-
ting them stay.

With some luck, the second 
family found housing, but it 
wasn’t available for a week.

So Lanora Heim, director of 
pupil services for the Whitewa-

ter School Dis-
trict, said last 
week she was 
looking for a 
hotel. She was 
also “scram-
bling” to help 
the first family 
secure housing.

It’s under-
standable why 

Heim can recall these examples 
so easily—these are the stories 
she takes home with her, the 
ones she worries about at night. 
Helping homeless students is 

Whitewater 
official 

shares her 
experience

Heim

Delavan-Darien just 
one district that is 

stretching resources

By Elisabeth Rosenthal

Kaiser Health News

Last month, Eli Lilly and Co. 
announced with some fanfare that 
it was manufacturing a generic ver-
sion of its own best-selling insulin 
brand, Humalog, which it would sell 
for half off—$137.35 versus about 
$275.

David Ricks, the chief execu-
tive of Lilly, said 
the company was 
making this seem-

ingly beneficent gesture because 
“many patients are struggling to 
afford their insulin.”

But they’re struggling, in large 
part, because since 2001 Lilly has 
raised the price of a vial of Huma-
log to about $275, from $35. Other 
insulin makers have raised prices 
similarly.

In Germany, the list price of a vial 
of Humalog is about $55—or $45 if 
you buy five at a time—and that 
includes some taxes and markup 
fees. Why not just reduce the price 
in the United States to address said 
suffering?

Instead, Lilly decided to come 
out with a new offering, a so-called 
authorized generic. This type of 
product is made by or under an 
agreement from the brand manu-
facturer. The medicines are exactly 
the same as the brand-name drug—
often made in the same factory with 
the same equipment to the same for-
mula. Only the name and the pack-
aging are different.

It is, perhaps, a sign of how des-
perate Americans are for some-
thing—anything—to counteract the 
escalating price of drugs that Lilly’s 
move was greeted with praise rather 
than a collective “Huh?”

Imagine if Apple sold a $500 
iPhone for $250 if it was called, say, 
a yPhone, and simply lacked the 
elaborate white box and the little 
Apple logo on the back. That would 
be patently absurd. An iPhone in a 
brown paper bag is still an iPhone. 
And Humalog with a new name isn’t 
a generic—except according to the 
bizarre logic of the pharmaceutical 
industry. Like so many parts of our 
health care system, its existence has 
more to do with convoluted busi-
ness arrangements than health.

Generics, as traditionally under-
stood, are copies of brand-name 
drugs made by competing manufac-
turers once the original patent pro-
tection has expired. To be approved 
by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, they must have the same active 
chemical ingredients as the brand 
drug and be absorbed equally into 
the blood, though they could look 
different and contain different inac-
tive additives.

Historically and in practice 
they tend also to be far cheaper 
because the advent of generics 

By Suzie Kazar

Wisconsin Center  
for Investigative Journalism

MADISON
Gary Storck has been here 

before.
For decades, Storck, a long-

time medical marijuana advocate 
from Madison, has been pushing 
the state Legislature to legalize his 
medicine. Storck suffers from glau-
coma. He uses cannabis to slow 
progression of the disease, which is 
gradually robbing him of his sight.

The first big moment was in 
2002, when statewide polling 
found that 80.3% of Wisconsin-
ites supported medical marijuana. 
Storck was ecstatic. When he first 
heard the numbers, “I jumped in 
the air about a foot, I think. I was so 
happy to see that level of support.”

Storck was convinced that this 
would be the moment to finally 
legalize medical marijuana. Vol-
unteers from Is My Medicine 
Legal Yet?, a group that Storck 
co-founded, placed copies of the 
polling results in every office at 
the Capitol.

“We thought, they see this, 
they’re going to pass it,” Storck 
said. “Well, it didn’t happen.” A 
bipartisan bill sponsored by for-
mer Republican Rep. Gregg Under-
heim of Oshkosh did not make it 
out of committee.

In 2009, Wisconsin Democrats 
swept into power and took con-
trol of the governor’s office, the 
Assembly and the Senate. Med-
ical marijuana was back on the 
table, with help from politicians 

Why Americans 
shouldn’t feel grateful  

for $137 insulin

Wisconsin voters favor 
legalizing cannabis,  

but there are obstacles

WCIJ via AP
Gary Storck inhales marijuana from 
a vaporizer in his apartment in Mad-
ison in March to relieve the symp-
toms of glaucoma. Storck is a lead-
ing advocate of legalizing marijuana 
for medical use in Wisconsin.

Legal  
hurdles 
remain  
for pot

Insulin’s 
price game
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