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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Steven E. Evenson
•Tanya Dee Fritz
•Madeline Galassi
•Wade Robert Granlund
•Edwin Neal Henry
•Joanne (MacLeish) Jaeckle

•DonnaMae Jean Lawrence
•Kay Louise Nehls
•Sharis Renae (Funk) Piccione
•Noe “Nono” Rendon Jr.
•Kenneth Charles Scholl
•Peighton A. Smiley

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 51 | Low 44  

Strong winds 
developing

More on 9A

Defense drawdown
Acting defense secretary 
announces decision to trim 
troops in Afghanistan and 
Iraq to 2,500 in each  
country . Page 7B

Positive test
Rock County Jail officials 
able to keep inmate with 
COVID-19 away from others; 
five correctional officers 
quarantining . Page 3A

Power move
Bucks pick up point guard 
Jrue Holiday (11) in a 
trade, hoping to entice 
Antetokounmpo to stay  
in Milwaukee . Page 1B
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Crews work on a balcony outside one of the units at the River Flats Apartments in downtown 
Janesville on Tuesday. The building is a 92-unit, six-story apartment complex near downtown 
that will offer affordable housing for low- or moderate-income residents.

Apartment overlook

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Gov. Tony Evers released a multi-

faceted proposal to tackle the surg-
ing coronavirus pandemic Tuesday 
as Wisconsin announced a daily 
record 92 deaths from the corona-
virus and health officials cautioned 
that even when a vaccine becomes 
available, it will be months before 
most people receive it.

The Legislature has not met since 
April to address the pandemic, and 
there are few signs that Republicans 

are on board with what Evers put for-
ward Tuesday.

Republicans have fought Evers 
nearly every step of the way over his 
pandemic response, including suing 

him over his safer-
at-home order this 
spring and the state-
wide mask mandate. 
Assembly Speaker 
Robin Vos outlined 
Republican priori-
ties two hours after 
Evers put out his 
proposal. He did not 
release any specific 

bills but pledged to find common 
ground with Evers, even as he dis-
counted much of what Evers put for-
ward as “more of the same.”

Evers’ proposal and Vos’ response 

came as the state reported 7,090 
more positive COVID-19 cases and 92 
more deaths. That crushed the pre-
vious high of 66 deaths set just last 
week. There have been 2,741 deaths 
from COVID-19 to date in Wisconsin 
and nearly 324,000 cases.

State hospitals hit a new high 
Tuesday with 2,277 patients and 
many hospitals at or near capacity.

The bill put forward by Evers 
would prohibit evictions and foreclo-
sures through 2021; continue the sus-
pension of a one-week waiting period 
before people can collect unemploy-
ment; allow workers, including in 
health care, to claim worker’s com-
pensation benefits related to COVID-
19 if they contract the illness at work; 

By Austin Montgomery
Adams Publishing Group

BELOIT
A plan developed in the 1990s to combat the threat 

of bioterrorism has been modified to prepare local 
health care providers to administer the first COVID-
19 immunizations.

Beloit Health System EMS Coordinator Jodi Moyer 
and Nursing Officer Sharon Cox said the health sys-
tem is well positioned to receive a vaccine.

“We are ready for a vaccine whenever it comes,” 
Cox said. “We are dedicated to the community, and 
we’ve worked hard to keep them safe.”

Moyer said the Point of Dispensing, or POD, vac-
cine administration plan was tweaked to add social 
distancing safety precautions for staff and patients. 
The health system received a template plan from the 
state before it made modifications and sent the plan 
to the Rock County Public Health Department.

“Honestly, it was a very simple way to update our 
guidelines,” Moyer said. “The difference is we would 
have social distancing components for people as they 
wait to receive the vaccine.”

Evers has plans to address effects of pandemic
COVID-19 deaths hit new 
daily high in Wisconsin

The bill put forward by 
Evers would prohibit 

evictions and foreclosures 
through 2021, continue 

the suspension of a 
one-week waiting period 
before people can collect 
unemployment and allow 
workers to claim worker’s 

compensation benefits 
related to COVID-19 if 

 they contract the  
illness at work .

Evers

Local prep  
for vaccine 
distribution 

underway
1990s plan to combat bioterrorism 

modified to tackle coronavirus By Frank Schultz
fschultz@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
Angry calls to the Rock 

County Clerk’s Office over 
the past week prompted 
Clerk Lisa Tollefson to ask 
the sheriff ’s office for pro-
tection.

The calls 
started Nov. 
10, the day 
after Eric 
Trump, the 
son of Pres-
ident Don-
ald Trump, 
tweeted a 
link to a 
claim that the presiden-
tial election results in 
Rock County were wrong, 
Tollefson said.

Joe Biden won the county, 
but on election night, The 
Associated Press inadver-
tently transposed the vote 
totals, showing Trump with 
Biden’s total and vice versa.

The error was soon cor-
rected, but at least one 
national news outlet posted 
the incorrect information 
for a short time.

“Since that tweet, we 
have been getting some 
very angry callers at our 
office, some of them yell-
ing at us that we have the 
results wrong on our web-
site,” Tollefson said when 
questioned by a Gazette 
reporter Tuesday.

Tollefson said she and 
her staff tried to explain 
what happened, but that 
didn’t seem to make any dif-
ference to the callers.

The fact-checking orga-
nization Politifact looked 
into the claim and con-
cluded: “This claim is base-
less. Rock County votes 

Tollefson

Angry 
calls 

cause 
concern

Rock County 
Clerk’s Office  

gets protection
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