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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 79 | Low 56  

Partly sunny, 
pleasant
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Loudenbeck
Meet the three Republicans 

running in the primary with the 

hopes of following Rep. Amy 

Loudenbeck as the next 31st 

District representative. Page 3A
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Rowdy’s big day
Brewers first baseman 

Rowdy Tellez hit not one 

but two three-run home 

runs in Milwaukee’s 10-4 

win over Minnesota on 

Wednesday. Page 1B
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By Kimberly Wethal

kwethal@apg-wi.com

JANESVILLE

Up until this month, 

securing after-school care 

for her children for the 

coming year seemed a 

simple task for Barbara 

Gerber.

The single mother of two 

needed to be on her toes 

each spring to make sure 

she reserved seats for her 

children in the YWCA Rock 

County’s after school child 

care program. But after 

that, it was as easy as having 

her son and daughter walk 

from their Kennedy Ele-

mentary School classrooms 

following the last bell of the 

day to the room where they 

held the program.

It gave Gerber peace of 

mind, knowing her chil-

dren stayed in the same 

building until she could 

come pick them up. And 

the program was reason-

ably priced, just under 

$350 a month for eight to 

10 hours of child care a 

week.

But under a new pay 

structure released by 

YWCA Rock County earlier 

this month, Gerber is now 

looking elsewhere for child 

care for the coming school 

year. Under the first itera-

tion of the new structure 

that was shared with fami-

lies earlier this month, Ger-

ber’s monthly cost would 

balloon to over $1,100 

starting Sept. 1.

The YWCA has since 

backed off, dropping that 

total to $840, but Gerber 

said her budget still can’t 

stretch to cover the $500 

monthly cost increase. 

She’s since unenrolled her 

children for the coming 

school year, despite how 

convenient the YWCA’s 

program would be.

“I felt like when I signed 

them up (this spring) and I 

paid the enrollment fee, it 

was with the understand-

ing that this is what the fee 

would be, this is the ser-

vice that I get. To change 

the rules left probably hun-

dreds of families scram-

bling to find child care,” 

Gerber said. “Honestly, 

I can’t afford it … I sim-

ply don’t have that kind of 

money.”

YWCA ROCK COUNTY CHILD CARE COSTS UNDER 

NEW FEE STRUCTURE

Type of care Original increase Amended increase
Morning (first child) $55 $45
Morning (additional child) $50 $40
Afternoon (first child) $95 $65
Afternoon (additional child) $75 $60
Both (first child) $150 $110
Both (additional child) $125 $100

‘I don’t have that kind of money’
School year child 

care rates skyrocket 
under new YWCA 

fee structure

Turn to YWCA on Page 10A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Earlier this week at a city of Janes-

ville public engagement forum on the 
proposed Woodman’s Sports and Con-
ference Center, local residents filled out 
and stuck more than a dozen Post-It 
notes to a cork board. Written on the 
Post-Its were comments and questions 
about the project.

An unsigned hot-pink note sent pub-
lic and private groups planning the pro-
posed indoor ice and sports arena and 
conference hall a blunt message.

In three words, in black ink, it read: 
“Keep COST DOWN!”

An ad-hoc city design committee and 
the city’s planning department have 
been working for months with con-
sultants to vet and focus a concept for 
an arena at Uptown Janesville, on the 
site of a former Sears department store 
there along Milton Avenue. The pro-
posed project would bring two indoor 
ice sheets to the site that could double as 
multi-sport flex space. Adjacent to that 
complex would be a separate, multi-use 
conference and event center.

It’s all planned under one roof in a 
new building proposed on the former 
Sears site. The city would own it and it 
would be managed privately.

It’s an impressive project, with cli-
mate controlled arena space and seat-
ing for more than 1,700. Among other 
uses, the arena space would allow fam-
ilies and spectators to watch hockey 
games with ambient temperatures in 
the 50s while across the way, the confer-
ence and convention space might sup-
port up to three wedding receptions at 
once, those involved in the planning say.

That’s not to mention the potential 
economic benefit such a project could 
bring to Uptown Janesville, the city’s 
struggling shopping mall. And it doesn’t 
factor in a possible boost to adjacent 
retail, restaurant and hotel properties 
in the Milton Avenue and Humes Road 
commercial corridor.

Janesville may 
soon learn  

actual cost of 
new ice arena

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
When he was a kid in Dela-

van, Kyle Adams showed rab-
bits through 4-H at local fairs. 
Now he’s involved in a differ-
ent way, as a judge for rabbit 
showmanship.

Adams had taken a break 
from rabbits when he went to 
college. Things changed when 
he met his husband.

“When my husband and I 
got together he wanted rab-
bits,” Adams said. “I’m like, 
‘okay, just another animal to 
care for.’ Now we’re about 14 
years into the rabbit world.”

Adams said both his 
mother and sister have rab-
bits now too, and specifically 
English Lops are in his barn 

at home. He’s been a judge 

at the Rock County 4-H Fair 

for the past three years, but 

also judges at other fairs too 

including Dane County, St. 

Croix County and at some 

county fairs in Illinois. This 

year will be Adams’ first year 

judging at the Wisconsin 

State Fair for showmanship, 

which he said he’s excited 

about.

Adams said he enjoys learn-

ing about the judging style of 

fellow judges and what they’ve 

learned from judging at differ-

ent fairs.

“I think the fun thing about 

judging, especially with the 

showmanship, is the weird 

things kids say.

One youth exhibitor, for 

instance, mistakenly said 

“chicken breast” instead of 

“pigeon breast” while showing 
their rabbit to Adams, which 
he recalls as “ just hilarious.”

Pigeon breast refers to a 

protrusion of the chest, accord-

ing to MedlinePlus.

Fair judges guide a new generation

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Josie Farrey responds to a question from judge Kyle Adams about 
her rabbit during showmanship judging at the Rock County 4-H Fair 
on Wednesday.

Turn to ARENA on Page 10A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Tyler Butts relaxes midmorning with a snack between his Jersey yearlings named Ethel, left, and Petra during the Rock County 4-H Fair on Wednesday.

A moment to relax
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