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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 80 | Low 67  
Clouds and sun,  
a stray t-storm
More on 12A

Heart walk for charity on deck
The 28th Bert Blain Memorial Heart Walk is scheduled 
for Sunday at the ARISE Town Square. Page 3A

Manchin out on infrastructure bill
The moderate Democratic senator said he would not 
support a $3.5 trillion spending measure. Page 8B

Manhandled
The Packers were overwhelmed in 
all phases of their season-opening 
38-3 loss to the New Orleans Saints 

on Sunday. Page 1B
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The Mercyhealth sys-

tem announced Friday that 
it would charge a fee to any 
employee who doesn’t get 

vaccinated against COVID-

19.

The fee will range from 

$60 to $265 per month, 

depending on what the 

employee is paid, accord-

ing to a news release.

The “vast majority” of 

Mercyhealth employees 

are already vaccinated and 

wear masks in all patient 

areas, according to the 

release.

“Those who remain 

unvaccinated will be tested 

on a weekly basis and 

required to wear a mask 

at all times, even in non- 

patient facing areas,” the 

release continues.

The fee “recognizes the 

additional risk and added 

cost to Mercyhealth of 

being unvaccinated,” the 

release states, noting that 

16-year-old drivers pay 

higher insurance costs 

because their age group is 

at higher risk for losses to 

the insurance company.

“We require all of our 

staff, in all they do each 

day, to assure patient safety 

while serving our patients,” 

Mercyhealth President and 

CEO Javon Bea is quoted 

as saying. “The new pol-

icy provides employees a 

choice while also encour-

aging them to get vacci-

nated, and the require-

ment of weekly testing 

and masking at all times 

assures patient safety.”

The release references 

research showing that 

unvaccinated employees 

are more likely to become 

seriously ill from COVID-

19, be out of work for an 

indefinite amount of time 

and have increased hospi-

talization rates, exposing 

Mercyhealth to “additional 

risk and costs.”

“Mercyhealth contin-

ues to follow the science, 

and it is clear: The COVID-

19 vaccine prevents serious 

illness, hospitalization and 

death, infectious diseases, 

and are (sic) the best way 

to battle this pandemic,” 

the release states.

SSM Health, which 

operates Janesville’s other 

hospital, told its employees 

in late June that they had 

three months to get vacci-

nated against COVID-19.

SSM Health offered 

exemptions for medical or 

religious reasons. The Mer-

cyhealth news release did 

not mention an exemption.

Mercyhealth requires COVID-19 shots

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

It has been 20 years, but the wounds of 

the Sept. 11 terror attacks are still with us, as 

is the need to fight 

terrorism, said 

speakers at Janes-

ville’s 9/11 memo-

rial ceremony Sat-

urday.

E v e r y d a y 

Americans, they 

said, have a role in dressing the wounds and 

addressing the threats.

Janesville City Manager Mark Freitag, who 

was in the Army in Louisiana on 9/11, thanked 

Somber remembrance
Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

A color guard presents the flags during an annual 9/11 memorial ceremony at Firehouse Park in downtown Janesville on Saturday.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A color guard walks into Firehouse Park in downtown Janesville to present the flags at the 
start of a 9/11 remembrance ceremony Saturday morning.

Unvaccinated 
workers to pay  
fees, be tested

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Some say home is where you 

hang your hat or where you lay your 

head. For others, home is a place 

that embodies a life’s worth of cher-

ished memories.

At 92, Janesville resident Mary 

Ann Venable looks back fondly on 

her childhood home—the Victorian 

built in 1870 and moved in 2015 to 

340 Milton Ave. to make room for 

the Janesville Central Fire Station 

across the street. 

The house is being restored by its 

owner.

“We had a lot of good memories 

in that house,” Venable said.

In the late 1930s, when she was 

in fourth grade, Venable’s family 

moved into a house. Her parents, 

Harold and Myrtle Boos, wanted to 

be closer to her father’s workplace, 

and the house was within walking 

distance of most places the family 

frequented.

“We walked everywhere,” Ven-

able said.

As a student at St. Mary’s Catho-

lic School, she walked to school and 

came back home for lunch. Football 

games at Monterey Park and sta-

dium were also within walking dis-

tance.

Venable said the home was a 

gathering place for family and 

friends.

“It was just a big house where we 

could have a lot of company,” she 

said.

The kitchen was always open and 

ready to serve guests.

“They just ate whatever we had,” 

Historic 
home holds 

special 
memories

Janesville officials mark 
20 years since 9/11 attack

Turn to SOMBER on Page 10A

Janesville woman, 92, 
recalls living in Victorian 
house now being restored

Turn to MEMORIES on Page 12A

RELATED
• National ceremonies: 

Presidents, family members of 
9/11 victims speak in events 
across US, at attack sites./9B
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