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‘Imminent threat’?
Janesville city and Rock County 

officials are clashing over the 

sharing of information about 

how the COVID-19 illness 

is affecting local communities. 
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Inside today
The Janesville Performing 

Arts Center has begun a 

series of ‘Virtual Venue’ 

shows while the state  

safer-at-home orders 

remain in place. Page 3C

Player of the year
Elkhorn junior point  

Jordan Johnson has been 

chosen as The Gazette’s 

area boys basketball  

player of the year.  
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 56 | Low 34  

Mostly sunny
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Food & Drink

The Four Dishes find the Italian fare 

at Franchesco’s is well worth the trip 

to Rockford, Illinois. Page 4C

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—You can’t 

go out for the music, 

so they’re bringing the 

music to you.

In an ongoing effort 

ts and culture 

idea was to have what was 

happening nationally hap-

pen locally.”

Watching the concerts is 

simple. Shows are streamed 

live at 7 p.m. on JPAC’s Face-

book page and on the fea-

tured artist’s page. A sched-

ule of upcoming shows and 

video from past shows also 

ailable on JPAC’s Face-

Facebook Events page, and 

a portion of the proceeds 

will help JPAC—which also 

is currently closed—weather 

the storm.

Donations also can be 

made directly to JPAC at  

PayPal.me/JanesvillePAC, 

Dray said.

“For some of these art-

ists, music isn’t necessar-

ily their primary jobs. 

hey give more back 

use 

CONCERT SCHEDULE

These artists  will perform remote shows as part of 

the Janesville Performing Arts Center’s Virtual Venue 

Concert Series. All shows start at 7 p.m. on the date 

provided. More shows are planned. For information, 

visit JanesvillePAC.org or email info@JanesvillePAC.org.

Thursday, April 9—Claire Kelly: An Americana 

est native, Kelly moved to Nashville 

eer full time. She has 

ar on prime-

Just a capo and a camera

Janesville Performing Arts Center brings area musicians 

into your living room for a series of virtual performances

kick
s

DELAVAN

Old-fashioned needles with dull 

points haunted Dale Wheelock for 

decades.

When he was 5 

years old in 1948 to 

1949, Wheelock came 

down with polio, a 

highly infectious dis-

ease caused by a 

virus that invades 

the nervous system.

He likely had a 

fever, aching joints 

and some paralysis 

of the legs, all telltale 

signs of the scourge 

that preyed on chil-

dren.

While in a Catholic hospi-

tal, Wheelock received regular 

penicillin shots.

Forty years passed before he 

could tolerate the touch of a syringe 

on his skin.

“I was terrified of a shot,” he said.

For Wheelock and others who 

lived through the polio epidemic, 

the current fear and uncertainty of 

the coronavirus stir memories of 

another frightening disease.

Today, Wheelock farms in the 

Walworth County town of Darien.

As a child, he lived with his fam-

ily in Palatine, Illinois.

He clearly recalls the hospital 

nuns, who brought glass syringes 

filled with penicillin on trays three 

times a day. Wheelock stayed in a 

ward with other children, who all 

cried at the same time when the 

penicillin arrived.

Back then, they did not have dis-

posable needles.

“They had to sterilize them after 

each use,” Wheelock said. “Since 

they were reused, they weren’t 

always the sharpest.”

Vaccine stops disease
Wheelock’s illness came years 

before the first vaccine became 

widely available in 1955.

“They didn’t know if the peni-

cillin would help,” Wheelock said. 

“They didn’t know what to do for 

us.”

His therapy was straightforward.

Hospital nuns hung balloons at 

the end of his bed and told him to 

kick them.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Projections from the Rock County 

Public Health Department show 
there could be more than 1,000 people 
hospitalized with COVID-19 by early 
May if safer-at-home and social dis-
tancing standards are not followed.

That likely won’t happen because 
many Rock County residents—more 
than needed to cause such a spike— 
are following state guidelines, said 
Nick Zupan, epidemiologist at the 
county health department.

Models released by the health 
department show how many peo-
ple could be infected and how many 

could be hospitalized under three sce-

narios: if people do not adhere to saf-

er-at-home orders, if about half the 

population adheres to orders and if 

everyone follows orders.

Zupan said he believes the county 

is probably doing a little better than 

the moderate level which represents 

what would happen if half of people 

adhered.

Models were created based on the 

number of cases confirmed last week 

and the population of Rock County 

plugged into formulas used by health 

officials, Zupan said.

Some information used to calcu-

late the model has to be assumed, 

Associated Press

MADISON
Republicans say they will 

ask the U.S. Supreme Court 
to block extended absen-
tee voting in Tuesday’s pri-
mary, despite public health 
fears about in-person vot-
ing amid the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Wisconsin stands apart 
from other states in trying 
to hold to its April election 
date even though Gov. Tony 
Evers has issued a state-
wide stay-at-home order. It 
also comes as Wisconsin’s 
chief medical officer has 
credited the order for help-
ing slow the rate of infec-
tions in the state.

The Democratic gover-
nor initially joined Repub-
lican leaders in seeking to 
hold the primary as planned 
Tuesday, but he now favors 
an all-mail election with 
absentee voting well into 
May. Republicans main-
tain that Tuesday’s in-per-
son voting should go on as 
planned.

The election features the 
Democratic presidential 

primary between Joe Biden 

and Bernie Sanders, but a 

bigger concern for Repub-

licans is a high-stakes state 

Supreme Court race featur-

ing a conservative incum-

bent against a liberal chal-

lenger.

Liberal groups have 

taken the matter to the 

courts, and a federal judge 

declined to postpone in-per-

son voting while extending 

absentee voting until April 

13. The 7th U.S. Circuit 

Court of Appeals late Fri-

day rejected Republicans’ 

appeal of that decisions.

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos and Senate Major-

ity Leader Scott Fitzger-

ald, both Republicans, said 

in a statement late Friday 

announcing their Supreme 

Court appeal that they “still 

have grave concerns about 

election security” by allow-

ing votes to be submitted 

beyond Election Day.

Evers has said he can’t 

move or change the elec-

tion on his own. He called a 

special session for Saturday 

afternoon, asking Republi-

cans to take up bills that 

would convert the election 

to all-mail and give voters 

until May 26 to return bal-

lots. Vos and Fitzgerald said 

Data: Without safer-at-home, more than 1,000  
Rock County residents could be hospitalized at once

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Bicyclists and walkers make their way along the Ice Age Trail through Palmer Park in Janesville on Saturday afternoon. Offi-
cials encourage outdoor recreation during the safer-at-home order but recommend staying at least 6 feet from others.

TRAIL AND PARK ETIQUETTE
Janesville officials encourage 

people to get outside while the 
safer-at-home order is in place as 
long as they adhere to the following 
trail etiquette and social distanc-
ing guidelines.

 �Stay 6 feet away from people 
who you do not live with at all times.

 �Do not use playground or 
other park equipment. 

 �Do not play contact sports 
such as basketball, soccer, base-
ball and others.

 �Ride bikes on the trail in sin-
gle-file and ride in a straight line. 

 � Yield to slower trail users.
 �Move off trails when stopped. 
 �Slow when passing others 

and give audible warnings. 
 �Pass on the left.

Remembering another scourge: Polio caused fear, uncertainty

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
For Dale Wheelock and others who lived through the polio epi-
demic, the current fear and uncertainty of the coronavirus stir 
memories of another frightening disease.
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Keep your distance

State GOP vows 
Supreme Court 

appeal on voting
Republicans have 
‘grave concerns’  

on election security

Turn to DISTANCE on Page 5A

Turn to POLIO on Page 5A

Turn to VOTE on Page 5A
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