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There will be no paper  

Thursday. Have a 

safe and happy 

Independence Day

quick kicks
ART

Creative collective

Show off your creative side 

by displaying your artwork at the 

2019 Tallman Arts Festival on 

Sunday, Aug. 4, at 

the Rock County 

Historical Society 

grounds, 440 N. 

Jackson St., Janes-

ville.
The festival runs 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

and will feature more than 100 

vendors displaying everything 

from metal sculptures to fabric 

arts. In addition, the event will 

include live music, activities for 

children, food, drinks and more.

Organizers are taking artist 

applications now through July 

22, and booths are $100 each. To 

register, visit rchs.us/TAF-artist- 

registration or call 608-756-

4509, ext. 301.
For more information, visit 

rchs.us.

RECREATION

Tan Santa

Santa will be working on his 

tan and the elves will be out in 

full force during the “Christmas 

in July” pool party from noon to 

4 p.m. Sunday, July 

7, at Rockport 

Pool, 2801 
Rockport 
Road, Janes-

ville.
Get in the hol-

iday spirit while 

sitting pool-

kicks
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Food & Drink

Looking for a laid-back, casual din-

ing experience? Yeti’s Famous Pizza 

in Stoughton is the ticket. Page 6C

Above: Wein & 

Lager Bier Halle, 

513 S. Halstead 

St., Chicago. 

Two men and 

boy stand at 

entrance. Circa 

1880-85.

Top right: This 

mechanical cal-

culator designed 

 Siebel was 

Chicago 

suds story
Chicago 

suds story
Chicago 

suds story
Exhibit at Field Museum raises a glass 

to Windy City’s beer brewing history

Below: This medal was 

given to the Pabst Brew-

ing Co.  at the 1893 World 

Columbian Exposition in 

Chicago. Adolphus Busch 

of St. Louis and Freder-

ick Pabst of Milwaukee 

competed to have their 

beers declared the best at 

the fair. Pabst ultimately 

won, but it was not actu-

ally awarded a ‘blue ribbon.’ 

Pabst received this medal, 

as did every other entrant.

Photos courtesy of Field  

Museum, Chicago

Drink it in
Field Museum  

explores  

Chicago’s  

brewing legacy. 

kicks, inside

By Steve Karnowski and Balint Szalai

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS
When President Don-

ald Trump’s administration 
announced a $12 billion aid 
package for farmers struggling 
under the financial strain of 
his trade dispute with China, 
the payments were capped. But 
many large farming operations 
had no trouble finding legal 
ways around them, records pro-
vided to The Associated Press 
under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act show.

The government paid out 
nearly $2.8 million to a Mis-
souri soybean-growing oper-
ation registered as three enti-
ties at the same address. More 
than $900,000 went to five 
other farm businesses in Indi-
ana, Illinois, Tennessee and 
two in Texas. Three other farm-
ing operations collected more 
than $800,000. Sixteen more 
collected over $700,000. More 
than 3,000 recipients collected 
more than the $125,000 cap.

Recipients who spoke to AP 
defended the payouts, saying 
they didn’t cover their losses 
from the trade war and that they 
were legally entitled to them. 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture rules let farms file claims 
for multiple family members 
or other partners who meet the 
department’s definition of being 
“actively engaged in farming.”

But critics, including U.S. 
Sen. Charles Grassley, an Iowa 
Republican who has long fought 
for subsidy limits, say it’s the lat-
est example of how loopholes in 
federal farm subsidy programs 

Farms 
deftly 

sidestep 
aid limits
$125,000 cap passed  
thousands of times, 

federal records show

Plastic surgery facility, 
renovations coming 
to Janesville campus

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Increased demand for plastic 

surgery and the desire to keep up 

with cutting-edge technology has 

spurred a $15.3 million renovation 

and expansion project at Mercy-

health Hospital and Trauma Center.

Local demand for plastic surgery 

services has jumped over the last 30 

years. Mercyhealth is responding by 

building a new plastic surgery facil-

ity on its Janesville campus, CEO 

Javon Bea said.

The facility will be the corner-

stone of a set of renovations that 

will be completed over the next six 

to nine months.

Funding for the Janesville expan-

sion comes from leftover money that 

had been earmarked for construc-

tion of the Mercyhealth Javon Bea 

Hospital-Riverside in Rockford, Illi-

nois. 

Plastic surgery goes hand-in-

hand with being a trauma center,  

Bea said. Patients who have birth 

defects or who have experienced 

traumatic accidents or major surgery 

make up the growing population of 

Mercyhealth begins expansion

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Work on a foundation at Mercyhealth Terrace is underway Tuesday 
at the Mercyhealth Hospital and Trauma Center campus in Janes-
ville. The project is part of a $15.3 million expansion and renova-
tion at the Janesville campus.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville will receive an 

estimated $1.1 million less 

in general school aid in 

2019-20 under early esti-

mates released Monday by 

the state Department of 

Public Instruction.

This is the second con-

secutive year that Janes-

ville’s estimated general 

aid dropped. The district 

is estimated to get about 

$64.65 million next year, 

about 1.7% less than the 

approximately $65.76 mil-

lion it received this year.

However, it’s difficult to 

say what that $1.1 million 

number means, especially 

at this point, said Keith 

Pennington, the Janes-

ville School District’s chief 

financial officer.

“This is very early in the 

process, and this is one of 

many numbers that will be 

coming to us in the future,” 

Pennington wrote in an 

email to The Gazette.

For one thing, Gov. 

Tony Evers has not signed 

the Legislature’s proposed 

state budget.

“There’s been a lot of 

talk about a $200-per-stu-

dent increase,” Penning-

ton wrote. “Our (budget) 

worksheet only showed a 

$13 amount.”

The key will be the 

signed budget, he wrote.

About 59% of Wiscon-

sin’s schools will receive 

more general aid than they 

did last year, according to 

DPI estimates.

Locally, the Beloit 

School District is slated to 

see its general aid rise by 

5.8%. Beloit Turner will get 

an estimated 8.3% more 

aid, and Whitewater will 

receive 13.2% more.

However, many districts 

could get less. Big Foot, 

Lake Geneva, Walworth 

and Williams Bay could 

see double-digit decreases 

in general aid if the DPI’s 

estimates are accurate.

Statewide, $4.74 bil-

lion has been earmarked 

for general school aid, a 

$83.2 million—or 1.8%—

increase over last school 

year, according to a DPI 

news release.

General aid is deter-

mined by a complex  

State projects less general aid for Janesville School District in 2019-20

Splashing in the summer heat
Right: Light refracts through the water at the River-
side Park splash pad while Paislee Jordan, 3, plays there 
Tuesday afternoon. Above: Lilyana Hernandez, 3,  runs 
through the fountains at the splash pad. Below: Zoë Bull-
ock, 5, leans into spraying water to cool down Tuesday. 
The high temperature for the day was 91 degrees, and 
hot, humid and potentially stormy weather is expected 
to stick around through Thursday’s Independence Day 
activities.

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

Early estimate 
shows $1.1 million 
reduction in aid
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