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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Shirley J. Backenger
•Lisetta Josephine “Liz” 
(Erb) Barrett
•Robert Benish
•Phyllis (Taylor) Hamby
•Shirley Hatcher

•Paul F. Hubler
•William Kerwin
•Linda Koch
•Todd Marshall
•Raymond P. O’Leary
•Alva Robinson

•Otto J. Rusch
•Karen M. Weis
•Eugene Wheeler
•Judith Layne Wickersham

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 61 | Low 48  

Mostly cloudy  
and mild

More on 9A
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By Frank Schultz
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JANESVILLE
Kimberlee Liedberg 

wears her mask up high 
while in public and squints 
so that, maybe, people won’t 
notice she’s of Asian 
descent.

The Janesville 
woman is afraid she 
could be a victim of 
the attacks perpe-
trated against peo-
ple like her around 
the country in 
recent months.

Or, she could 
face an indignity like the 
one that happened a year 
ago as the coronavirus pan-
demic began.

She was buying dog food 
last March when she heard 
a man behind her:

“Oh, she’s one of those, 
an Asian.”

“I hope she doesn’t 
cough,” a woman added.

She looked back at them. 
They moved out of the 
checkout line.

“I didn’t want to 
go out after that. 
I was afraid,” said 
Liedberg, a sales 
representative at 
The Gazette.

Liedberg, 27, said 
the recent spate 
of attacks against 
Asians around the 
country have reinforced 
her fears.

Liedberg’s reaction 
might seem extreme, espe-
cially considering she isn’t 
Chinese, and the hateful 
acts seem to be connected 

to the apparent origin of 

the coronavirus in Wuhan, 

China.

Also considering she 

was adopted from South 

Korea by white parents in 

northern Wisconsin as an 

infant.

Also consider-

ing that even if she 

were Chinese, she 

is no more likely 

to spread the virus 

than any other 

American.

Not every person 

of Asian descent in 

Janesville is as wor-

ried as Liedberg.

Danny Zhang, who has 

lived here 20 years and man-

ages the King Wok restau-

rant, said he feels safe.

“People here are so nice,” 

Zhang said, adding that 

Janesville is not like a big 

city.

Thanh Vo, manager at 

Lee Lee’s Nails & Spa, said 

the business has seen no 

problems but added “It 

breaks our hearts to see 

what’s happening 

right now.”

Keiko Tsuyama, 

a Japanese corre-

spondent for Busi-

ness Insider in New 

York City, who has 

visited Janesville 

several times to 

report on politics 

and the economy, 

posted a photo of herself 

on social media last week.

She wore a face mask and 

sunglasses. It’s something 

the Japanese consulate 

Racial animus 
leaves feeling 

of helplessness

Liedberg

Tsuyama

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

A longtime Boy Scout Camp near 
Janesville will be sold to help settle 
a national lawsuit involving thou-
sands of sexual abuse cases against 
the Boy Scouts of America.

The Glacier’s Edge Council Exec-
utive Board posted the news on its 
Facebook page this week, saying 
councils across the country were 
required to contribute to a compen-
sation fund for victims of abuse.

Dr. Paul Romanelli, a longtime 
Janesville Scout leader, said the 
camp opened 75 years ago, so gen-
erations of Cub and Boy Scouts 
camped there.

“I’m terribly disappointed,” 
Romanelli said. “None of us saw this 
coming.”

Romanelli believes the council 
has no alternative.

In response to an interview 

request, the council released a state-
ment saying, “We are committed 
to meeting our social and moral 
responsibility to equitably compen-
sate survivors of past abuse. We are 
confident this decision is the right 
course of action to ensure the future 
of Scouting in our communities and 
remain dedicated to delivering our 
nation’s foremost youth program 
for character development and val-
ues-based leadership training to 
families across southern Wisconsin 
and northern Illinois.”

The 173-acre camp is on North 
River Road and includes Rock River 
frontage and a pond. Plans are to 
keep it open until it is sold.

The amount of the local contribu-
tion was based on a formula, “includ-
ing but not limited to, the number of 
victims in the area, available assets, 
and when the suspected allegations 
occurred,” according to a letter to 
members the council posted on its 

Facebook page.

The local contribution is esti-

mated at $580,000 and will need 

to be paid by August, but the final 

amount won’t be known until terms 

of the lawsuit are completed, the let-

ter states.

The Glacier’s Edge Council 

doesn’t have cash on hand to cover 

that amount, and its endowment 

fund is restricted and can’t be used 

for that purpose, according to the 

letter.

Selling the council’s service cen-

ter would not produce enough 

money, and if it were sold, the coun-

cil would have to lease office space, 

the letter states.

“My condolences to anyone in a 

GEC leadership position left hold-

ing the ball to make these hard deci-

sions,” wrote former Scout and youth 

leader Rob McCoy on the council’s 

Scout camp to be sold

Ann Fiore/afiore@gazettextra.com
The local Boy Scouts council announced it will sell its Camp Indian Trails property north of Janesville to help cover the 
$580,000 contribution the council must make to a nationwide compensation fund for past victims of abuse commit-
ted by Boy Scouts leaders.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville voters will choose from 

among six candidates to fill four city 

council seats in the April 6 election, and 

their selections will determine the shape 

of an almost entirely new council.

Doug Marklein is the only incumbent 

trying to retain his seat. Sue Conley, Jim 

Farrell and Tom Wolfe have chosen not 

to run.

Jack Herndon, Michael Jackson, 

David Marshick, Heather Miller and Dan 

Neal are the other five challengers. All 

are newcomers to Janesville politics. At 

least three of them will be elected.

The candidates have participated in 

two publicly broadcast forums, where 

they shared their thoughts on a proposed 

transportation utility, downtown rede-

velopment, economic development, a 

proposed new sales tax and other issues.

The Gazette asked candidates these 

questions to expand on the conversa-

tions in recent forums.

Q: What options do you want the city 
to consider for road funding? Are 

there funding options you don’t want the 

city to consider?

Herndon: The proposed transporta-

tion utility recently presented to the city 

council is not acceptable, he said.

He would support Gov. Tony Evers’ 

proposed half-percent sales tax increase 

for municipalities if it was moved for-

ward by the state Legislature.

Jackson: He opposes a transportation 

utility because it would put Janesville at 

a disadvantage for attracting new busi-

nesses.

The city should continue to consider 

a transportation utility moving forward, 

but it would have to be modified, he said.

Jackson would support a half-percent 

sales tax increase, but he does not expect 

it to receive legislative approval.

Marklein: A new council gives the city 

a chance to start over and look at the 

root of its road funding challenges, and 

then work from there, he said.

Road maintenance, pandemic recovery top list of city election issues

Herndon Jackson Marklein Marshick Miller Neal

Six candidates on ballot to fill 
four spots on city council

Turn to ISSUES on Page 7A

Money will go toward abuse settlement fund, local council says

Turn to CAMP on Page 9A

Asian Americans fear for their safety

Turn to FEAR on Page 9A

‘Tragic accident’
Authorities on Friday 

recovered the body of 

a Milton man who had 

gone missing Wednesday 

after leaving for a walk 

with his dogs. Page 8A

Baylor ousts Bucky
The top-seeded Baylor Bears 

used a tenacious defensive 

effort in the first half en 

route to a 76-63 win to 

knock the Badgers out of the 

NCAA Tournament. Page 1B

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases .......... 12 +11 14,610
Deaths ........0 0 164
 Total Change
Hosp. .....4 (March 19) +2 (from March 12)
Sunday’s positivity rate: 10%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.
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