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Concrete found 

in Rock River
The state DNR is  

investigating claims  

by residents of  

construction debris  

in the river. Page 3A
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Craig prevails 27-7 over Parker Other Friday scores

Evansville .............19
Edgerton ..............16

Big Foot ............... 42
Turner ...................21

Milton ..................40
Mount Horeb ......... 0

Full coverage inside

Big plays on offense 

and Viking turnovers 

helped the Cougars 

win the annual city 

rivalry matchup.  

Page 1B

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

MILTON

Apple growers in southcentral Wisconsin 

have had their hands full this year thanks to 

the last winter’s polar vortex, heavy spring 

rains, pesky insects and intense heat this 

summer.

But with fall right around the corner, bush-

els of apple-induced excitement lie ahead.

“When people go back to school, they’re 

kind of thinking about fall and school and 

maybe apples in lunches. We’re ready,” said 

Darcie Haakinson, owner of Hawk’s Orchard 

in Milton.

Haakinson said this year’s weather was 

tough on the apple crop. She said apple trees 

Local apple orchards  
are ready for fall  

despite growing pains

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Darcie Haakinson picks ready ginger gold apples off the tree while working on her family’s orchard, named 
Hawk’s Orchard, in Milton on Friday. The orchard features 14 different varieties of apples from about 2,000 
trees.

By Paul Wiseman  

and Anne D’Innocenzio

AP Business Writers

WASHINGTON
President  Donald 

Trump’s trade war with 
China, until now mainly 
an abstraction for Ameri-
can consumers, is about to 
hit home.

Beginning Sunday, the 
U.S. government will begin 
collecting 15% tariffs on 
$112 billion in Chinese 
imports—items ranging 
from smartwatches and TVs 
to shoes, diapers, sporting 
goods, and meat and dairy 
products. For the first time 
since Trump launched his 
trade war, American house-
holds face price increases 
because many U.S. compa-
nies say they’ll be forced to 
pass on to customers the 
higher prices they’ll pay on 
Chinese imports.

For more than a year, the 
world’s two largest econo-
mies have been locked in a 
high-stakes duel marked by 
Trump’s escalating import 
taxes on Chinese goods and 
Beijing’s retaliatory tariffs.

The two sides have held 
periodic talks that seem to 
have made little progress 
despite glimmers of poten-
tial breakthroughs. All the 
while, they’ve imposed tar-
iffs on billions of each oth-
er’s products in a rift over 
what analysts say is Bei-
jing’s predatory tactics 
in its drive to become the 
supreme high-tech super-
power.

American consumers 
have so far been spared 

By Ivan Moreno

Associated Press

Paul Hildreth peered at a 

display of dozens of images 

from security cameras sur-

veying his Atlanta school dis-

trict and settled on one show-

ing a woman in a bright yel-

low shirt walking a hallway.

A mouse click instructed 

the artificial intelli -

gence-equipped system to 

find other images of the 

woman, and it immediately 

stitched them into a video 

narrative of where she was 

currently, where she had been 

and where she was going.

There was no threat, but 

Hildreth’s demonstration 

showed what’s possible with 

AI-powered cameras. If a gun-

man were in one of his schools, 

the cameras could quickly 

identify the shooter’s loca-

tion and movements, allow-

ing police to end the threat 

as soon as possible, said Hil-

dreth, emergency operations 

coordinator for the Fulton 

Consumers  
face the price  

of Trump tariffs

Associated Press
Albert Chow, owner of Great 
Wall Hardware in San Fran-
cisco, holds a May 2019 letter 
from a supplier notifying him 
that prices will be increasing 
10% to 18% because of U.S. 
tariffs on Chinese goods. He 
says he has no choice but to 
raise store prices on those 
products.

Feeling 
the pain

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Merilyn Mitchell and her husband, 

Phillip, were enjoying retirement.
They had celebrated their 57th wed-

ding anniversary. They 
danced frequently. 
They had recently 
returned from trips 
to Merilyn’s native 
England and to see the 
pyramids and the Nile 
River in Egypt.

They enjoyed their 
family: four sons, 15 
grandchildren and seven great-grand-
children.

Then a 17-year-old high school stu-
dent driving 76 mph slammed into 
Marilyn’s Cadillac in the middle of the 
day Oct. 19.

Friday, Ty M. Matijevich, now 18, of 
3743 Red Stone Drive, Janesville, sat in 

front of a judge at the 
Rock County Court-
house for sentencing

“Merilyn was the 
love of my life,” Phillip 
wrote in his victim-im-
pact statement, which 
Assistant District 
Attorney Katharine 
Buker read in court. 

“… She was in excellent health, and we 
would go swing dancing almost every 
weekend. Between that and participat-
ing in World War II reenactments, we 
were having the time of our lives.

“We had so much more living to do. 
Many nights are filled with grief and 
sleeplessness. I am grateful to my fam-
ily and friends, but to be honest, my life 
will never be the same.”

But the Mitchells did not ask for 
punishment.

Merilyn’s son Brent told the court 
that the family forgives.

Tragic crash 
brings grief, 
forgiveness

Teen gets five years 
probation with first year 

in Rock County Jail

AI-powered cameras a new tool against shootings

Pickin’ time

A ginger gold apple hangs from a branch at Hawk’s 
Orchard in Milton on Friday. Turn to CRASH on Page 1A

Mitchell

Matijevich

Paul Hildreth,  
emergency operations 
coordinator for the  
Fulton County School 
District, works in the 
emergency operations 
center at the Fulton 
County School District 
Administration Center  
in Atlanta. Artificial  
intelligence is  
changing surveillance 
cameras from  
passive sentries into 
active observers. 
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