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WEATHER • 9A

TODAY
83°/52°

Partly sunny 
and very warm

FRIDAY
77°/56°

Mostly sunny 
and warm
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LOCAL • 3A, 8A

Monroe to celebrate 50 years
Monroe Elementary School, which will cele-

brate its 50th anniversary today, will get more 
fanfare for that event than it did when it opened. 
The public is invited to an open house from 
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the school grounds, 55 S. 
Pontiac Drive. It will feature an art exhibit, raf-
fles, games, bounce houses and food trucks. A 
choir concert will be performed after a short 
ceremony at 6:15 p.m.

NATION/WORLD • 7B-8B

MSU to pay $500 million
Michigan State University has settled hun-

dreds of lawsuits filed against it by the survivors 
of MSU doctor Larry Nassar’s sexual assaults. 
The settlement, which covers all 332 current 
claimants, will cost Michigan State $500 mil-
lion. The school will pay $425 million now and 
hold $75 million in reserve in case other Nassar 
victims come forward.
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DEATH NOTICES • 8A
•Carol M. Bennett/Beloit
•Cody Thomas Carney/Janesville
•Robert W. “Bob” Champion/Beloit
•Gene A. Halverson/Beloit
•Gerald R. Klenz/Brodhead
•Vida Mae Pope/Beloit
•Larry J. St. Dennis/Beloit
•Kenneth C. VanDeBogert/Delavan

OBITUARY • 8A
•Melvin R. Arnold/Evansville
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Movies • 2C-3C

The ‘Merc With the Mouth’ 

returns to theaters  

this weekend  

in ‘Deadpool 2’
quick kicks

ART

Kohn’s creations

Janesville artist Hallie Kohn 

offers her third annual art show 

from 4 to 8 p.m. Thursday, May 

31, at Northleaf Winery,232 S. 

Janesville St., Milton.

The show will feature a series 

of Kohn’s original oil paintings, 

which 

will be 

available 

for viewing 

and 
purchase. 

The event 

is open to the public, and it will 

feature wine or beer, light hors 

d’oeuvres and live music by Kohn’s 

husband, Chris.

Hallie Kohn is a self-taught 

artist who has been painting 

for 12 years. Her work can be 

found online at HallieKohnArt.

com and at such Janesville es-

tablishments as Raven’s Wish 

Gallery, 101 W. Milwaukee St.; 

McCann Floors, 1614 Plainfield 

Ave., and at The Bodacious 

Shops of Block 42, 119-123 N. 

Main St.

HISTORY

Eating with Abraham

Dine with our nation’s 16th 

president during the third 

annual “Dinner with Lincoln” 

from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Friday, May 

18, at Milton House Museum, 18 

S. Janesville St., Milton.

Guests will listen as an 

actor portray-

ing Abraham 

Lincoln shares 

insight on 

Lincoln’s 

childhood, his 

experiences in 

government 

and his thoughts on the nation 

during Civil War times.

The menu will include 

selections inspired by Lincoln’s 

favorite dishes, including baked 

chicken, French pease, baked 

apples, potatoes au gratin and 

more. Iced teas and lemonade 

will be offered, along with wine 

and beer for those ages 21 and 

older.
Cost is $40 for adults, $30 

for historical society members 

and $15 for those ages 12 and 

younger.
Tickets are limited. For 

more information, call 608-

868-7772.

GARDENING

Plant sales ending

The FFA programs at Craig 

and Parker high schools will 

wind down their respective 

plant sales this Saturday.

Craig students will host a 

sale from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 

the high school, 401 S. Randall 

Ave., and in the morning Satur-

day at the Janesville Farmers 

Market on North Main Street. 

Sale items include perennials, 

annuals, herbs, vegetables 

and decorative plants. Hanging 

baskets and planters are also 

available.

Parker students 

also will host their sale 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 

the high school 

greenhouse 

(near door 11), 

3125 Mineral Point 

Ave. Sale items sale include annu-

als, perennials, vegetables, herbs 

and succulents,  and decorative 

pots and hanging basket arrange-

ments ranging from $8-$60.

ACTING

Improv your life

Nathan Burkart, executive 

director of the Janesville Perform-

ing Arts Center and a member 

of Janesville’s Comedy Troupe, 

will share basic principles of 

improvisation from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, May 24, in the program 

room at Hedberg Public Library, 

316 S. Main St., Janesville. 

Learn how to adopt a flexible 

mindset to better respond to what-

ever life throws at you. 

For more information, call 

608-758-6600.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra .com

J
ANESVILLE—A loaf of bread, a jug of 

wine and all the sights of downtown 

Janesville.

It doesn’t scan as well as the origi-

nal—a loaf of bread, a jug of wine and thou—

but it’s more accurate.

On Saturday, Downtown Janesville Inc. will 

sponsor its Rock River Spring Wine Walk. It’s 

the fourth such event for the organization, said 

Beth Hanthorn, chairwoman of the wine walk 

committee.

Each time, the event has come close to 

selling out—only 300 tickets are available—so 

organizers think they’ve found a method that 

works, Hanthorn said.

“The money we raise is used for downtown 

beautification efforts,” she said.

That means the wine you drink Saturday 

will magically transform into hanging baskets, 

special plantings in summer, and lights and 

decorations during the holidays.

A loaf of bread—the basics

The walk begins at either Walker Property 

Management, 120 N. Parker Drive, or at Voigt 

Music, 34 S. Main St. There, walkers 

will have their IDs checked and get 

their wristbands, wine glasses and 

maps.

From there, walkers will visit 

wine walk spots on foot or by 

trolley. The trolley will make 

All bottled up: Spring wine walk is Saturday in Janesville

IF YOU GO

What: Rock River Spring Wine 

Walk
When: 1-5 p.m. Saturday, 

May 19.
Where: The event starts 

in downtown Janesville at 

either Voigt Music Center, 

34 S. Main St., or Walker 

Property Management, 120 N. 

Parker Drive.

Cost: $25 in advance or 

$30 at the door. Advance tickets 

are available online at https://

www.brownpapertickets.com/

event/3379000.

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra .com

J
ANESVILLE—Mother Nature hasn’t 

always been kind to the Janesville 

Renaissance Faire.

In recent years, biting winds, chill-

ing drizzle and even threats of late-sea-

son snow have become common in early 

spring. And for a group of folks wandering 

about in capes, corsets and chainmail, such 

conditions are certainly less than comfortable.

Fortunately, this is Wisconsin, where 

people are used to fluctuating forecasts. And 

they’re not about to let a few snowflakes 

or raindrops keep them from doing 

what they enjoy.

“Actually, I thought (the weath-

er) would be more of a problem,” 

said Chris Last, a member of the 

board that now owns the nonprofit 

faire. “Last year, the numbers were 

down from the 2,500 to 3,000 we 

used to get for the weekend, but we 

were still at just more than 

2,000 when it was on the 

verge of snowing Satur-

day. That’s still a good 

turnout.”

Last and his 

cohorts will make 

another run at 

sunshine when 

the 13th annual 

faire takes over 

Traxler Park on 

Saturday and Sun-

day, May 19-20. As 

always, the show will 

go on rain or shine.

“Over the first couple 

of years, we had decent 

weather to get our feet and 

start making progress toward building 

a following,” Last said. “That also helped us 

build partnerships with several local commu-

nity groups, so we get a lot of cross-promotion 

on things.”

Janesville Renaissance Faire 

hopes for better weather 

after years of cold and rain

What 
ho!

What 
ho!

Turn to WINE on Page 5C

Turn to FAIRE on Page 5C

INSIDE

Janesville’s  
Renaissance Faire 
is hoping for better 
weather for this 
year’s event .
kicks

By Jake Magee

jmagee@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
In response to tree-ravaging 

insects, damaged vehicles and 
pedestrian complaints, city staff 
is making an effort to ensure its 
urban forest gets a haircut.

Since mid-2017, the city has 
been surveying trees on terraces in 
residential areas to make sure they 
adhere to city ordinance. Branch-
es can hang no lower than 15 feet 
above streets and 7 feet above side-
walks.

Moving alphabetically by street 
name, city staff has surveyed doz-
ens of streets and sent residents 
several hundred orders to correct.

“It’s been ages, if ever, that we’ve 
done that,” said John Whitcomb, 
operations director.

Staff has reached streets begin-
ning with the letter K and likely 
won’t finish surveying until next 
year, he said.

“To be fair to residents, we opted 
to go through streets alphabetical-
ly so that we were not focusing on 
one side of town versus another,” 
Operations Superintendent Kam-
ron Nash wrote in an email to The 
Gazette.

From the city’s perspective, 
trimming low-hanging branches 
makes streets and sidewalks saf-
er and protects city vehicles such 
as garbage trucks, fire trucks and 
street sweepers, Whitcomb said.

“If you travel down some streets, 
you can actually see where tree 

limbs have been broken or sliced 

off by trucks or other vehicles,” 

Nash wrote. “This isn’t the ideal 

way to keep trees trimmed up, as 

taller vehicles can be damaged.”

“It is a problem,” Whitcomb 

agreed. “This is an ordinance re-

quirement, and it does have an im-

pact on equipment, frankly. We do 

get a lot of pedestrian complaints 

every season about growth over the 

sidewalk.”

Residents who receive orders 

to correct have 30 days to trim 

branches. Citations are possible 

for failing to comply, but typically 

the city will do the work and bill 

the resident, Whitcomb said.

If a city employee inspects a 

property that was ordered to cor-

rect and notices branches were 

not trimmed enough, the proper-

ty owner is given another order to 

correct, Parks Supervisor Ethan 

Lee wrote in an email.

“We want to be fair to residents 

that have made an attempt but 

didn’t quite get to the 7- or 15-foot 

requirement,” he wrote.

The city also has ramped up how 

it addresses diseased and dying 

trees, Lee noted.

In 2015, the city began proac-

tively marking ash trees that emer-

ald ash borers had killed or fatally 

injured. Last year, the program was 

expanded to mark other diseased 

tree species, Lee wrote.

City of Janesville makes a push to clean up its urban forest

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Brandon Livick uses a tool to cut down limbs of a tree on a terrace on East Holmes Street in Janesville on Wednesday. 
City staff is surveying all terrace trees in the city to make sure they don’t have low-hanging branches.

By Kim Tong-Hyung

Associated Press

SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA

No, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un isn’t 

killing his summit with President Donald 

Trump. Or at least, he’s highly unlikely to.

Pyongyang breaking off a high-level meet-

ing with Seoul and threatening to scrap next 

month’s historic summit with Washington over 

regular allied military drills is seen as a move 

by Kim to gain leverage and establish that he’s 

entering the crucial nuclear negotiations from 

a position of strength.

Washington and Seoul, which have no inten-

tions to overpay for whatever Kim brings to the 

table, have been saying strengthened interna-

tional sanctions and pressure forced Kim into 

talks after a flurry of weapons tests. Pyongyang 

has now countered by saying it won’t be uni-

laterally pressured into abandoning its nukes, 

analysts say.

Nonetheless, North Korea’s surprise dec-

laration Wednesday was a fresh reminder of 

many false starts and failures that derailed 

previous diplomatic attempts to resolve the 

decades-long standoff. It’s also a frustrating 

development for South Korea, which has been 

selling last month’s inter-Korean summit—

where the leaders issued a vague vow for the 

“complete denuclearization” of their peninsu-

la—as a meaningful breakthrough in peace.

A look at the history of negotiations between 

Washington, Seoul and Pyongyang:

Bad start with Washington
The United States reached a landmark nu-

clear agreement with North Korea in 1994 fol-

lowing months of war fears triggered by the 

North’s threat to turn its stockpile of nuclear 

fuel into bombs.

Under the “Agreed Framework,” North 

Korea halted construction of two reactors 

the United States believed were for nuclear 

weapons production in exchange for two al-

ternative nuclear power reactors that could be 

used to provide electricity but not bomb fuel, 

and 500,000 metric tons of annual oil supply. 

Pyongyang constantly complained about de-

layed oil shipment and the construction of the 

reactors that were never delivered. Washing-

ton criticized the North’s pursuit of ballistic 

missile capability.

The deal collapsed in 2002 after North Ko-

rea admitted it had been running a clandestine 

nuclear program using enriched uranium.

Derailed six-party talks
It didn’t take long for the United States to 

be roped back into talks with North Korea, but 

this time in a six-party forum that also included 

China, South Korea, Russia, and Japan.

After months of tense negotiations that be-

gan in August 2003, the North accepted a deal 

in September 2005 to end its nuclear weapons 

program in exchange for security, economic 

and energy benefits.

However, disagreements between Washing-

ton and Pyongyang over financial sanctions 

imposed on the North temporarily derailed the 

six-nation talks before North Korea conducted 

By Lisa Marie Pane

Associated Press

ROSWELL, GA.
High school students hiding 

from the gunman in Parkland, 
Florida, were forced to whisper 
in calls to 911 for fear of tipping 
off their location. Others texted 
friends and family who then re-
layed information to emergen-
cy dispatchers over the phone.

A few months later, a wom-
an in Michigan was able to 
send off short text messages to 
911 dispatchers as her homicid-
al husband held their daughter 
hostage. She was able to convey 
enough information to help 
officers get to the scene and 
formulate a plan to stop the 
man without the family being 
harmed.

The two cases show how 
in this era of active shooters, 
police shootings and global 
terrorism, a patchwork of tech-
nology around the country can 
make the experience of calling 
911 vastly different depending 
on where you live. More cities 
have begun to accept text mes-
sages recently, but the system 
that Americans rely on during 
their most vulnerable mo-
ments still hinges largely on 
landline telephones, exposing 
a weak link that jeopardizes 
the ability of law enforcement 
to respond in an emergency.

“Most of the technology 
that’s in the nation’s 911 centers 
today is technology of last cen-
tury. It’s voice-centric commu-
nications,” said Brian Fontes, 
chief executive officer of the 
National Emergency Number 
Association.

Nearly 80 percent of the 
nation’s 911 calls come from 
cellphones. Yet the dispatchers 
on the other end are hampered 
by outdated technology that in 
most cases doesn’t allow them 
to accept text messages, re-
ceive a live-streaming video or 
sometimes even easily detect 
where the caller is. It’s a strik-
ing contrast at a time when 
text messaging is ubiquitous, 
video chats with friends and 
family on the other side of the 
world are common, and Uber 
and Lyft drivers can pinpoint 
precise locations of riders.

The issue received new 
attention this week after the 

Diplomacy with North Korea: False starts, failures

911 tech 
struggles 
to keep up

TREETRIMMING

A worker loads a wood chipper with cut limbs Wednesday at the corner of 
South Ringold and East Holmes streets in Janesville.

Patchwork of systems 
can make calling 911 

vary dramatically

As June summit approaches, 
Pyongyang’s threat was reminder 
of previous diplomatic troubles

Turn to TREES on Page 9A
Turn to 911 on Page 10A

Turn to NORTH KOREA on Page 9A

Associated Press
Milwaukee shortstop Tyler Saladino throws to first 
base for an out during the fifth inning of Wednes-
day’s game against the Arizona Diamondbacks in 
Phoenix. The Brewers defeated the Diamondbacks 
8-2 as Saladino, Christian Yelich, Domingo Santa-
na and Travis Shaw all hit homers for the Brewers. 
Photo on Page 1B, story on Page 3B.

Brewers power past D’backs
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