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experienced”) have taken a bigger hit in 

COVID-19 furloughs and layoffs in part 

y and 

This is getting old
Ageism expert shares 11 tips to help you find a job once you reach your 50s

“ ”

By Tom Krisher

Associated Press

DETROIT

General Motors and 

Honda say they have 

signed a deal to explore 

sharing vehicle under-

pinnings and propulsion 

systems in North Amer-

ica.
The companies say 

planning discussions on 

jointly designed vehi-

cles will start immedi-

ately and include vehi-

cles powered by both 

electricity and inter-

nal combustion engines. 

Engineering work would 

begin early next year.

Honda and GM said 

in a statement that they 

will also cooperate on 

purchasing, research 

and connected services.

The memorandum of 

understanding between 

the companies isn’t 

binding. But the move is 

another sign of increas-

ing consolidation in 

the automotive busi-

ness as companies face 

huge capital outlays to 

Honda, GM 

to work  

together 

on vehicles
 Æ Planning discussions 

to begin immediately 

Advice for the  

aging worker
Ageism expert gives 11  

tips for people over 50 

who are trying to get hired.  

Work & Wheels, inside

Ready for Week 1?
Everything you need to 

know about the Packers’ 

first game of the 2020  

season Sunday against  

the rival Vikings. Page 4B

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

There are 68,000 absentee ballots sitting at a 
printer, and Rock County clerks can’t do anything 
with them.

An order from the state Supreme Court on 
Thursday halted the mailing of absentee ballots 
seven days before state statute says ballots need 
to be mailed.

Rock County Clerk Lisa Tollefson said the 

68,000 absentee ballots requested by clerks 

across the county finished printing the same day 

the Supreme Court made its ruling. Its possible 

the ballots might all have to be reprinted.

The court’s order stems from a lawsuit filed 

by Green Party presidential candidate Howie 

Hawkins challenging the Wisconsin Elections 

High court puts ballots on hold

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

The conservative-controlled 

Wisconsin Supreme Court on 

Thursday ordered a halt in the 

mailing of absentee ballots until 

it gives the go-ahead or makes any 

future ruling about who should 

be on the ballot in the critical bat-

tleground state.

The order injects a measure 

of confusion into the voting pro-

cess in Wisconsin a week before a 

state’s deadline for absentee bal-

lots to be mailed to those with 

requests on file and less than 

two months before the Nov. 3 

Justices tell officials  
to wait for their OK

JANESVILLE

M
att Krueger pedaled 
100 miles on Labor 
Day to finish the 

last leg of his self-described 
“crazy challenge.”

He biked from Janesville 
to Rockdale to Cambridge 
to Waterloo to Lake Mills to 
Fort Atkinson to Milton and 

back to Janes-
ville.

Some five 
hours and 
48 minutes 
after starting, 
he returned 
home to 
Janesville.

When 
Krueger felt 
weary during 
the journey, 
he thought 
about all the 

people who have reached out 
to him personally or online 
with their own struggles or 
the struggles of loved ones.

He knew that what he felt 
was not as hard “as the pain 
of those battling with men-
tal illness and depression,” 
he said.

Krueger began his bik-
ing challenge Aug. 10. He 
vowed to finish 750 miles by 
Sept. 7 to raise money for the 
Rock County chapter of the 
National Alliance on Mental 
Illness.

He and his team raised 
$3,000 to help NAMI 
develop a new peer-support 
program in cooperation with 
Rock County schools.

The program is designed 
to give young people a safe, 
nonjudgmental place to talk 
about mental health chal-
lenges.

“We are hearing from 

schools,” Krueger said. 

“There are a lot of kids deal-

ing with this.”

Supporters say such a 

program is critical at a time 

when suicide is the sec-

ond-leading cause of death 

among young Americans 

ages 15 to 24.

“It is alarming,” said Lind-

say Stevens, executive direc-

tor of NAMI Rock County. “It 

is saddening. We need to do 

something for our youth.”

Program to help youth
The nonprofit NAMI 

Rock County wants to raise 

$50,000 during fundraising 

activities to support the new 

program and established 

programs.

“We don’t have any peer-

based programs for youth to 

attend,” Stevens said. “Even 

if adolescents are seeing a 

therapist, they might still 

feel like adults don’t know 

what it is like being in their 

shoes. We know that provid-

ing a peer-support program 

is beneficial.”

Currently, the pandemic 

has put the brakes on imple-

menting the program.

“The priority for schools 

has been how to continue 

educating our children,” Ste-

vens said. “So it has been 

Rolling along for NAMI

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Janesville financial adviser Matt Krueger pedaled 100 miles on Labor Day to finish the last leg of a 
self-described ‘crazy challenge.’ When he felt weary, he said he thought about all the people who have 
reached out to him with their own mental health struggles or the struggles of loved ones.

NAMI FUNDRAISING
What: NAMIWalks 

Rock is a virtual event that 
promotes mental health 
and suicide awareness 
and raises money to sup-
port programs of NAMI 
Rock County.

When: Saturday, Sept. 
26.

Details: Go to nami-
rockcounty.org and click 
on “events” to find details 
about the event, including 
how to sign up. Or Google 
“NAMIwalks/rock.”

Classes: Find a listing 
of times, dates and how to 
sign up on the NAMI Rock 
County website. Classes 
include peer-led support 
groups for people living 
with mental illness, for 
family members and care-
givers, and for people who 
have lost someone to sui-
cide.

Contact: Call 608-743-
9828 or email namirock 
countyinc@gmail.com.

Local clerks might have to scrap already-printed ballots

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

As virtual education emerges as a popu-

lar way to teach students during a pandemic, 

concerns are being raised about high stu-

dent-teacher ratios at the Janesville School 

District’s virtual school.

Janesville Education Association Presi-

dent Dave Groth shared teacher perceptions 

of a staff shortage at ARISE Virtual Academy 

at Tuesday’s school board meeting.

“There’s just concern about student lev-

els on some of those (classes) as high as 

around 250 students right now per staff 

member,” Groth told the board. “There’s 

not enough hours in the day to be contact-

ing, especially with video conferences, that 

many parents/students.”

However, district leaders say the staffing 

situation is stable.

Assistant Superinten-

dent Scott Garner told The 

Gazette that ARISE is 98% 

staffed. The only unfilled 

positions are elective classes 

with one to two sections, and 

those will be staffed by next 

week, he said.

As of Thursday morning, 

ARISE’s enrollment stood at 

3,097 full-time students and 786 hybrid stu-

dents who are taking a blend of in-person 

and virtual classes.

By contrast, about 243 students attended 

the virtual school last year.

In an interview Thursday, Groth said he 

was only raising concerns he’s hearing from 

teachers—that the flood of new students 

driven to ARISE by the pandemic might be 

making the teaching workload difficult.
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Cyclist puts in  
hundreds of miles  
for mental health 
advocacy group

Officials say 
staffing level 

for ARISE 
is sufficient

Garner
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We don’t have any peer-based programs for youth to attend. Even 

if adolescents are seeing a therapist, they might still feel like 

adults don’t know what it is like being in their shoes. We know that 

providing a peer-support program is beneficial.

Lindsay Stevens, executive director of NAMI Rock County

“ ”

JANESVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Teachers union president raised 
question at board meeting
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