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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Marilyn J. Bitter
•Michael S. Ostrander
•Donald Roy Thurnau

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 44 | Low 29  

Mostly sunny
More on 7A

Special deliveries
Maurer’s Market IGA on 

Janesville’s east side has 

begun taking orders for 

its home delivery grocery 

service. Page 3A

Lawmakers push OWI bill
Republicans in the Legislature are 

seeking sponsors for a bill that would 

make a first-offense intoxicated  

driving charge a misdemeanor 

instead of a civil offense. Page 2A

By Mae Anderson

AP Technology Writer

NEW YORK
Behind Apple’s disconcerting news 

of weak iPhone sales lies a more so-
bering truth: The tech industry has 
hit Peak Smartphone, a tipping point 
when everyone who can afford one al-
ready owns one and no breakthroughs 
are compelling them to upgrade as fre-
quently as they once did.

Some manufacturers have boosted 
prices to keep up profit. But Apple’s 
shortfall highlights the limits of that 
strategy. The company said demand 
for iPhones is waning and revenue for 
the last quarter of 2018 will fall well 
below projections, a decrease traced 
mainly to China.

Apple’s shares dropped 10 percent 
Thursday on the news—its worst loss 
since 2013. The company shed $74.6 
billion in market value amid a broader 
sell-off among technology companies, 
which suffered their worst loss in sev-
en years.

Apple’s news is a “wake-up call for 
the industry,” analyst Dan Ives of re-
search firm Wedbush Securities said.

And it’s not just Apple. Demand has 
been lackluster across the board, he 
said. Samsung, long the leading sell-
er of smartphones, has been hit even 
harder; its phone shipments dropped 
8 percent during the 12 months ending 
in September.

“The smartphone industry is going 
through significant headwinds,” Ives 
said. “Smartphone makers used to be 
like teenagers, and the industry was on 
fire. Now it feels like they’re more like 
senior citizens in terms of maturity.”

Tech innovations in phones grew 
in leaps and bounds earlier in the 
2010s, with dramatic improvements 
in screen size, screen resolution, bat-
tery life, cameras and processor speed 
every year.

But the industry is a victim of its 

Consumers 
nearing 

smartphone 
saturation

Associated Press
Customers leave an Apple store in the 
Brooklyn borough of New York City on 
Thursday. Apple CEO Tim Cook said this 
week that investors should expect sales 
figures not to meet analysts’ projections 
in part because of flagging sales of the 
iPhone.

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

As the partial federal government shut-

down turns 2 weeks old, locals say there 

has been little effect on Rock County and 

the surrounding area—but they warn 

more problems could arise if Congress and 

President Donald Trump don’t come to an 

agreement by the end of January.

Federal programs began shutting down 

at midnight Dec. 21 after Congress failed 

to pass funding for a host of departments 

and agencies, including the Internal Ser-

vice Revenue, parts of the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture, and national parks and 

museums. Social Security, Medicaid and 

Medicare; the U.S. Postal Service; and the 

military remain operational.

The shutdown came after Trump de-

manded funding to build a border wall 

along the U.S.-Mexico border. It is expected 

to continue indefinitely as Trump and the 

GOP remain at odds with Democrats who 

just took majority control of the House of 

Representatives.

Jim Bartlett, franchise owner at Liberty 

Few locals feeling effects of closed government—so far

By Lisa Mascaro

AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON

Cheering Democrats returned Nancy 

Pelosi to the House speaker’s post Thurs-

day as the 116th Congress ushered in a 

historically diverse freshman class eager 

to confront President Donald Trump in a 

new era of divided government.

Pelosi, elected speaker 220-192, took 

the gavel saying U.S. voters “demanded a 

new dawn” in the November election that 

swept the Democrats to a House majority 

and are looking to “the beauty of our Con-

stitution” to provide checks and balances 

on power. She faced 15 dissenting votes 

from fellow Democrats.

For a few hours, the promise of a new 

era was the order of the day. The new 

speaker invited scores of lawmakers’ kids 

to join her on the dais as she was sworn 

in, calling the House to order “on behalf 

of all of America’s children.”

Even Trump congratulated her during a 

rare appearance at the White House brief-

ing room, saying her election by House col-

leagues was “a tremendous, tremendous 

achievement.” The president has tangled 

New majority 
on Capitol Hill

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Rep. Bryan Steil said ending 

the government shutdown was 

at the top of his mind as he took 

office Thursday.

The Janesville Republican 

spoke by phone with The Ga-

zette hours before he officially 

replaced Rep. Paul Ryan as the 

1st Congressional District’s rep-

resentative.

“I am firmly committed: We 

need to reopen the government,” 

Steil said, but he added that will 

happen when President Donald 

Trump and the Senate resolve 

their “logjam” over the question 

of a border wall.

Steil said he hadn’t received 

any complaints about the shut-

down, “but I have no doubt it is 

having very serious impacts on a 

large number of people.”

Steil said now that he is able to 

receive complaints through offi-

cial channels, he expects to hear 

Steil fixes focus on shutdown

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Bryan Steil speaks at a congressional debate Oct. 29 at UW-White-
water at Rock County in Janesville.

Associated Press photos
Above: U.S. Rep. Nancy Pelosi of California holds the gavel Thursday after being chosen as 
speaker of the House of Representatives at the Capitol in Washington. Top: A worker installs 
a sign outside Pelosi’s Capitol office bearing her new title.

Pelosi wins speakership  
with Dems in charge

New 1st District representative says  
he shares frustration over ongoing dispute

Several factors drag down 
demand for new devices
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Parker girls win
In their first game of 

2019, Janesville Parker 

beat Madison West 

52-27 for its first win of 

the season. Page 1B
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