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By Julie Carr Smyth

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, OHIO

A wave of police killings of young black 

men in 2014 prompted 24 states to quickly 

pass some type of law enforcement reform, 

but many declined to address the most glar-

ing issue: police use of force. Six years later, 

only about a third of states have passed laws 

on the question.

The issue is at the heart of nationwide 

protests set off by the May 25 death of George 
Floyd, a black man who died after a white 
police officer in Minneapolis pressed a knee 

into Floyd’s neck for several minutes while 

he pleaded for air.

Now, some lawmakers and governors 

are hoping to harness the renewed wave of 

anger to push through changes on the use 

of force they couldn’t manage after 2014, a 

year that included the deaths at the hands 

of police of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mis-

souri; Eric Garner in New York City; and 

12-year-old Tamir Rice in Cleveland.

“We’re absolutely at a point in time where 

we have to do more,” said Maryland state 

Del. Vanessa Atterbeary, a Democrat who 

will chair a working group announced this 

week that will take up use-of-force standards 

for that state.

Pushback from politically influential law 

enforcement unions prompted some states’ 

Will protests lead to change?
Round of protests in 2014 

drove some reforms;  
leaders now push for more

Associated Press
A demonstrator holds a sign bearing the like-
ness of Eric Garner and Michael Brown before a 
march to protest the death of Garner in August 
2014.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A group of co-workers found a shady spot in Janesville’s Riverside Park to have a socially distanced happy hour and picnic Wednesday. Today  
figures to be another good day to spend in the park with a forecast high of 87 and partly sunny skies. More weather on Page 5A.

Park offers plenty of room for outdoor socializing

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Rock County’s epidemic curve 

shows fewer people have reported 

the onset of COVID-19 symptoms 

in recent days compared to this 

time last month.

And while that and smaller 

day-to-day increases of positive 

coronavirus cases are encourag-

ing, it by no means 

indicates the pan-

demic is over, said 

Nick Zupan, epi-

demiologist at the 

Rock County Pub-

lic Health Depart-

ment.

T he  s t a t e 

Department of 

Health Services is now publish-

ing county epidemic curves for 

COVID-19 on its website.

Epidemic curves track when 

people with positive cases of the 

novel coronavirus began showing 

symptoms.

Data for May 20 to June 3 could 

change as more people are diag-

nosed and tested.

The coronavirus is thought to 

remain active in a person’s body 

for about two weeks, so people 

who test positive in coming days 

might have shown symptoms 

days prior.

Those who do not show symp-

toms are placed on the chart by 

date of diagnosis.

Typically, epidemic curves are 

Virus data 
takes 

promising 
shape

Rock County sees 
progress; official warns 
against complacency

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

If a development plan goes forward, a new 

Kwik Trip gas station/convenience store on 

Janesville’s northeast side will be just a “Kwik” 

jaunt across a parking lot from another Kwik 

Trip.

Kwik Trip plans by 2021 to break ground 

on a new store west of Target along Humes 

Road. That location is about a quarter-mile 

from an existing Kwik Trip at 3359 Milton Ave.

Under a plan announced this week at a 

Janesville Plan Commission meeting, Kwik 

Trip will build the new store at Humes Road 

and Bell Street on a lot between Target and 

the Hesser Toyota dealership.

Kwik Trip said the design will follow the 

company’s “generation-III” concept for new 

Midwestern stores: a larger format that 

includes a fresh market along with a gas sta-

tion and car wash.

Seth Waddell, a project manager for Kwik 

Trip, said the company intends to run both 

the new store and the existing Milton Avenue 

store. The two will be close enough that one 

will be visible to the other from across Tar-

get’s parking lot.

Waddell said their proximity is part of a 

strategy to capture more consumer traffic 

along the busy Humes Road-Milton Avenue 

commercial corridor.

The two roads have a combined traffic 

count of 48,000 vehicles a day, according to 

state Department of Transportation data. 

That’s roughly equal to daily traffic counts 

on Interstate 90/39’s run through Janesville.

Kwik Trip believes that having a second 

store there will capture more traffic in an area 

poised for residential growth, Waddell said.

“The business strategy is not much differ-

ent than airports in being designed to cap-

ture flow,” he said. “You go down the road (on 

Humes Road) to the neighborhoods on that 

northwest side, and you see up-and-coming 

development. You see a lot more people living 

out that way, and we wanted to look into that.”

The new store will be Kwik Trip’s fifth 

store in Janesville. The company has made 

Kwik Trip wants to double its presence at busy Janesville intersection
JANESVILLE

New Kwik Trip

SOURCE: City of Janesville Planning Division
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Proposed Humes Road store 
would be just a parking lot away 

from one on Milton Avenue

Turn to SHAPE on Page 5A

Zupan

Turn to KWIK on Page 5A

Turn to CHANGE on Page 4A

Attempted homicide charges filed
A Fort Atkinson man faces five charges of attempted homicide  

after a fire destroyed a Janesville home last week. Page 3A

Eye on the ball
Janesville Youth Baseball 

and Softball Association 

and Janesville Youth 

Football hope they can 

play this year. Page 1B
More arrests and upgraded charges
Three officers who were present when George Floyd died were arrested 

while Chauvin now faces second-degree homicide charge. Page 5B
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