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Top diplomat in Ukraine testifies
In exhaustive opening statement made public, US  

diplomat William Taylor testified to Congress that 

President Donald Trump wanted to withhold military 

aid until his Ukrainian counterpart said publicly the 

country would investigate Joe Biden. Page 8B
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Prosecutors on Tuesday 

attacked the idea they have 

accused the wrong person in 

the Janesville stabbing death 

of Christine Scaccia-Lubeck, 43.

Julian D. Collazo, 22, is on 

trial on a charge of first-degree 

intentional homicide in the 

death, but the defense has sug-

gested in court documents that 

a Collazo acquaintance, Nicole 

R. Kazar, 25, was the one who 

stabbed Scaccia-Lubeck 33 

times at her Janesville home 

Dec. 8, 2017.

Evidence presented Tues-

day indicates Kazar and Collazo 

were involved in crack cocaine 

and prostitution, and they were 

together for part of the night of 

the stabbing.

Police have characterized 

Collazo as a homeless man from 

Texas who had lived in Janes-

ville a short while, and Collazo 

told police Kazar was working 

as a prostitute, according to tes-

timony Tuesday.

A Beloit acquaintance 

of Kazar told the court that 

early on Dec. 9, 2017—hours 

after the murder—Kazar and 

Collazo smoked crack cocaine 

and drank Bud Light with him 

before they left town.

Kazar and Collazo were 

arrested the next night in Cape 

Girardeau, Missouri, with an 

SUV that belonged to Scac-

cia-Lubeck.

An inmate in the Cape 

Girardeau Police Department 

jail told police he and others 

talked to Collazo in the jail, and 

Collazo told them he stabbed 

and killed a woman in Janes-

ville.

The inmate, Derek Renshaw, 

said Collazo yelled Kazar’s name 

from his jail cell for 30 minutes, 

asking where she was.

Kazar has been convicted of 

driving a vehicle without owner 

consent for driving Scaccia-Lu-

beck’s SUV after the stabbing.

The jury was shown a video 

from the Super 8 motel in Janes-

ville that shows for at least part 

of the night when the stab-

bing occurred Kazar was at the 

motel.

Renshaw testified Collazo 

said he stabbed his Janesville 

victim multiple times in the 

abdomen while she was in the 

bathroom of her home and that 

she managed to get to the bed-

room in an attempt to get a gun 

before she collapsed.

Collazo said he killed Scac-

cia-Lubeck to show Kazar that 

he was loyal to her, Renshaw 

testified.

Collazo told them Kazar had 
been prostituting herself, and 
he was upset that he had not 
been there to protect her, Ren-
shaw said.

Defense attorney Jeffrey Jen-

sen asked Renshaw if Collazo 

indicated he would do anything 

State targets defense claim

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Defense attorney Jeffrey Jensen and Rock County District Attorney David O’Leary, left, talk briefly 
during the second day of Julian Collazo’s murder trial Tuesday. Collazo is sitting to Jensen’s left. Below: 
Cpl. Brett Hellmann of the Cape Girardeau Police Department in Missouri, discusses the white SUV seized 
after the arrest of Julian Collazo and Nicole Kazar during his testimony Tuesday.

Collazo’s attorney says his client is wrongly accused of killing woman
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF LA PRAIRIE
Residents here filled the town hall 

Tuesday night to discuss concerns 
over the possibility of a large-scale 
chicken farm coming to town.

The meeting was designed to let 
people voice their concerns and for 
S&R Egg Farm to share information.

“We want to listen to your con-
cerns and comments, and hopefully 
then we can address those as neces-
sary,” said Todd Watermolen, envi-
ronmental engineer for S&R.

Farm representatives approached 
town officials a year ago about buying 
more than 100 acres west of Belding 
Road. They filed an application for 
the farm in August.

The proposed farm would begin 
with 900,000 chickens in three build-
ings before eventually holding 3 mil-
lion birds in 10 buildings, Town Chair-
man Allan Arndt told The Gazette on 
Monday. Initial construction would 
begin in 2020 before building con-
struction in 2021, Watermolen said.

The town has until Nov. 19 to 
approve or deny the proposal.

Michelle Carlson lives near the 
proposed site and said she will be 
able to see the farm from her front 
yard. Her concerns were water usage, 
manure disposal and truck traffic.

“I will actually be able to stand in 
my front yard and see your facility,” 
Carlson said.

“I’m not for it because of that,” she 
said. “I’m going to be looking at the 
facility and looking at all the trucks. 
… I don’t approve it. I know I don’t 
have authority, but no, I don’t stand 
behind it.”

Watermolen said 25 to 30 trucks 
would travel to and from the site 
between 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. More trucks 

Tax rate is going down slightly; 
debt service part of increase

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Taxpayers might not notice an increase in 

their tax bills come December, but the Janes-

ville School District’s tax levy will climb a 

few notches from last year based on the bud-

get the school board unanimously approved 

Tuesday.

The board approved a $40.76 million tax 

levy for 2019-20, an 8.6% increase over last 

year’s $37.52 million levy.

The main driver in the $3.2 million 

increase over last year, Chief Financial Offi-

cer Dan McCrea said, is that the district opted 

late last week to include about $4.4 million in 

additional debt service payments.

That’s a new plan to pay down debt that 

McCrea said will save the district about 

$500,000 in interest payments on bonds.

Eight board members in attendance 

approved the district’s budget—a $152.8 

package that’s up about 3.2% over last year’s 

$148 million budget.

Meanwhile, the district held the line on its 

tax rate, which determines the school taxes 

residents pay. The board approved a tax rate 

of $8.48 per $1,000 of equalized property 

value, a nominal decrease from last year’s tax 

rate of $8.51 per $1,000 of equalized prop-

erty value.

The budget approved Tuesday didn’t mesh 

with numbers published in a Gazette story 

Sunday, which included the district’s “prelim-

inary” estimated tax rate of $8.10 per $1,000 

of equalized valuation and a tentative tax levy 

Residents 
challenge 
egg farm 
proposal
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Town of La Prairie resident Michelle 
Carlson lists off several questions she 
had Tuesday about S&R Egg Farm’s pro-
posal to build in the town.

Industrial-scale facility 
would eventually house  

3 million chickens

Turn to CHICKEN on Page 5A

Janesville School Board OKs 8.6% tax levy increase
JANESVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT  

2019-20 FINAL BUDGET

Total budget
This year: $152.8 million
Last year: $148.01 million
Increase: 3.24%

Tax levy
This year: $40.76 million
Last year: $37.52 million
Increase: 8.6%

Tax rate
(per $1,000 of equalized valuation)
This year: $8.48
Last year: $8.51
Decrease: 0.35%
(Percentages are calculated on 

whole numbers)Turn to BUDGET on Page 5A
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