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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 81 | Low 62  

Mostly 
cloudy
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Parker, Craig girls golf 

teams looking to build  

momentum as 2019 

season gets underway. 
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says his last day will be 
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By Colleen Long and Jill Colvin

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
The Trump administration 

announced Monday it is mov-

ing forward with one of its most 

aggressive steps yet to restrict 

legal immigration: Denying 

green cards to many migrants 

who use Medicaid, food stamps, 

housing vouchers or other forms 

of public assistance.

Federal law already requires 

those seeking to become perma-

nent residents or gain legal sta-

tus to prove they will not be a 

burden to the U.S.—a “public 

charge,” in government speak —

but the new rules detail a broader 

range of programs that could 

disqualify them.

It’s part of a dramatic over-

haul of the nation’s immigration 

system that the administration 

has been working to put in place, 

despite legal pushback. While 

most attention has focused on 

President Donald Trump’s efforts 

to crack down on illegal immi-

gration, including recent raids 

in Mississippi and the contin-

ued separation of migrant par-

ents from their children, the new 

rules target people who entered 

the United States legally and are 

seeking permanent status.

Trump is trying to move the 

U.S. toward a system that focuses 

on immigrants’ skills instead of 

emphasizing the reunification of 

families.

Under the new rules, U.S. Cit-

izenship and Immigration Ser-

vices will now weigh whether 

applicants have received public 

assistance along with other fac-

tors such as education, income 

and health to determine whether 

to grant legal status.

The rules will take effect in 

mid-October. They don’t apply 

to U.S. citizens, though immi-

grants related to citizens may be 

subject to them.

Ken Cuccinelli, acting direc-

tor of Citizenship and Immigra-

tion Services, said the rule change 

will ensure those who come to 

the country don’t become a bur-

den, though they pay taxes.

Red light placed on green cards

Associated Press
Children of mainly Latino immigrant parents held signs Sunday in support 
of them and those individuals picked up during an immigration raid at a food 
processing plant in Canton, Miss., after a Spanish Mass at Sacred Heart Cath-
olic Church in Canton. Trump administration rules that could deny green 
cards to immigrants if they use Medicaid, food stamps, housing vouchers 
or other forms of public assistance are going into effect.

New rules deny permanent status to many legal immigrants
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By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

Whitewater  High 

School’s former athlet-

ics director claims he was 

forced out of his job in May 

in retaliation for a dispute 

over funding repairs for the 

gymnastics team’s floor.

Jim Pease resigned May 

28, and in 

his letter to 

the school 

d i s t r i c t 

said, “I have 

done noth-

ing wrong, 

but I am not 

interested 

in continu-

ing in the 

capacity.”

In doc-

u m e n t s , 

the district 

asserts that 

allegations 

a g a i n s t 

Pease say 

he “ fos-

tered a toxic environment,” 

failed to keep up on admin-

istrative duties and “over-

looked and/or forgave ath-

letic code violations …”

Both sides have disputed 

the allegations against 

them, saying the other side 

provided outright false-

hoods or mischaracterized 

statements.

The Gazette reviewed 

documents from Pease’s 

lawyer and some from the 

district that were obtained 

through an open records 

request.

District Administrator 
Mark Elworthy declined to 
answer further questions 
Monday, saying, “The dis-
trict does not comment 
on personnel issues or 
records.”

Justin Crandall took over 
July 15 as the high school’s 
new athletic director.

Pease became athletic 
director in July 2018. Before 
that, he coached baseball 
and football.

In an interview Mon-
day, Pease said he always 
believed he was doing what 
was right and doesn’t know 
what he could have done 
differently.

“It’s the most miserable 
experience I’ve ever been 
through in my life,” he said.

Gymnastics floor
Pease said his trouble 

with the district began 
when he told Elworthy 
about the $23,000 needed 
to fix the gymnastics floor, 
which posed a safety risk for 
the girls’ gymnastics team.

In a July 14 letter to the 
Whitewater School Board, 
Ben Hitchcock Cross, 
Pease’s lawyer, wrote that a 
disagreement over present-
ing the matter to the school 
board led Elworthy to retal-
iate against Pease.

Pease, as Hitchcock 
Cross writes, told Elwor-
thy it would be “impossi-
ble” to find that money in 
the athletic department’s 
$100,000 budget, which 
earmarks $70,000 for 
transportation.

Former Whitewater High 
athletic director claims  
district forced him out

Pease

Elworthy

Turn to WHITEWATER on Page 7A

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

DARIEN
Last school year, a big piece of the 

town and village of Darien’s history 
went on hiatus. A tour Monday cele-
brated its return.

The classrooms at Darien Ele-
mentary School were empty during 
the 2018-19 school year. A failed ref-
erendum in April 2018 led to the clo-
sure, turning the century-old build-
ing into storage space.

But the school at 125 S. Wal-
worth St. will be back in service 
with some new features after the 

Delavan-Darien School Board voted 

in February to realign the district’s 

elementary schools.

“We’re the Delavan-Darien School 

District, and as I heard from commu-

nity members and as I felt myself, we 

were taking Darien out of the district, 

and it just felt wrong,” said Darien 

Elementary Principal Kelly Pickel.

During the closure, Pickel worked 

at Delavan-Darien High School as 

the career and technical education 

coordinator. She said Monday that 

she is ready to be back at Darien Ele-

mentary.

“It feels good to be back with the 

elementary kids and working with 

them again and a teaching staff that 

is also very excited about coming 

back,” Pickel said.

Shirley Sisk graduated from 

Darien High School in 1949. She 

said she was saddened when Darien 

Elementary closed last year, but she 

smiled Monday as she walked around 

School to host more than 
220 students after hiatus

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Shirley Sisk, center, who attended school in Darien in the 1940s, speaks to Superintendent Jill Sorbie, left, during a tour of 
Darien Elementary School on Monday. The school, which was closed last year, is being reopened for the 2019-20 school year.

Darien Elementary celebrates return
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We’re the Delavan-Darien School  

District, and as I heard from  

community members and as I felt 

myself, we were taking Darien out of 

the district, and it just felt wrong.

Darien Elementary Principal  

Kelly Pickel
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