
WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
6°/-2°

Clouds and sun; 
breezy, colder

SUNDAY
13°/-9°

Mainly cloudy 
and very cold

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 6A, 8A

Red kettle effort at 78%
The Salvation Army Corps Church that cov-

ers northern Rock County has collected about 
78 percent of its red-kettle campaign goal. The 
bell-ringers ended their season Dec. 23, but the 
red kettle campaign continues through mid-Jan-
uary. Last year at this time, the kettle campaign 
was in a similar situation, having collected 82 
percent of the same goal, $375,000, Fay said. The 
campaign ended $14,000 below goal.

STATE • 2A

Tax law might hurt charities
Charities are waiting to see if the federal 

tax law will give them a short-term boost—and 
a long-term pinch. When the tax legislation 
signed by President Donald Trump takes effect 
Monday, it will shift the incentives for chari-
table giving for many taxpayers. That has left 
nonprofits hustling to make sure their donors 
understand those changes.

©2017 Bliss Communications. All rights reserved.

INSIDE

Advice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5B

Classified  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .7B-8B

Horoscope  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .8B

Legals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8A

Lotteries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6A

Nation/World   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6B-7B

Obituaries   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6A

Opinion  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4A

Puzzles, Games  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .8B

State  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2A

Support Groups  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5A

Television  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5B

Saturday, December 30, 2017 • Our 172nd year • $1

Sports • 1B

Preview: Wisconsin has to  
open holes for Jonathan Taylor in 
its Orange Bowl matchup against 
Miami at 7:10 p .m . today

DEATH NOTICES • 6A
•Julie T. Donovan/Janesville
•Kenneth G. Endthoff/Beloit
•Clarence P. Hammarlund/Janesville
•Dolores A. Stremcha/Beloit

OBITUARIES • 6A
•Kathleen Joan Binstock/Elkhorn
•Joseph Anthony Van Tuyle Sr. /Delavan
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Beautiful beast: Lexus GX  

is silky smooth on pavement 

o go off road, 2E

WHAT’S 

Healthy benefit: Silicon 

Valley companies make 

wellness a priority, 6E

By Peter Gareffa

Edmunds

Most drivers in the snowbelt agree: Winter driving is a 

drag. Cold weather affects the way you interact with your 

car and the way your car interacts with the road. Freezing 

temperatures can make your vehicle’s cabin extremely  

 uncomfortable, while snow and ice can seriously  

   compromise your ability to maintain control of your

vehicle.

      Fortunately, modern cars, trucks and crossovers offer 

      a variety of features that make them both safer and  

       more accommodating when the temperature plunges.

       Here are 10 of the most helpful car features for winter 

         driving:

Advanced safety features

Modern vehicles come with a variety of 

automated safety features that can make 

a huge difference in winter driving. Some, 

such as antilock brakes and stability 

control, are now required by government 

regulations. Others, such as adaptive 

headlights, forward collision avoidance, 

automatic emergency braking 

and lane departure preven-

tion, may be standard on some 

models and optional on others, 

sometimes as part of a technol-

ogy package. All these features 

can help improve control or 

visibility on winter roads.

All-wheel drive

Getting stuck in the snow and sliding 

out of control on ice are among drivers’ 

worst nightmares. All-wheel drive and 

four-wheel drive deliver power to all the 

vehicle’s wheels to help it accelerate better 

and maintain traction on slick surfaces. 

Various types of all-wheel-drive 

systems are now available, 

including those that drive ei-

ther the front or rear wheels 

all the time and engage the 

other set automatically as 

needed as well as ones that 

power the rear wheels under 

normal conditions and engage the 

front set when a lever or switch is 

thrown. You can find all-wheel drive 

on all types of vehicles, ranging from 

compact sedans to SUVs to full-size 

pickups.

Engine block heater

Engine block heaters can help a vehicle 

start and warm up faster in frigid tem-

peratures. They generally work by using 

household electrical current to warm the 

oil dipstick, oil pan or other parts of the 

engine to keep fluids and metal compo-

nents closer to normal operating tem-

perature. Engine block heaters 

also help prevent excess wear, 

reduce emissions and create 

a more comfortable environ-

ment by allowing the vehicle’s 

heater to produce hot air more 

quickly.

Heated steering wheel

Drivers in warmer climates might not 

realize how cold steering wheels can get 

in the winter. This feature uses electric 

current to keep the wheel comfortably 

warm however frigid it is outside.

Windshield wiper de-icers

Snow and ice can freeze wipers, making them 

unusable. A windshield wiper de-icer works to thaw 

wiper blades so they don’t remain stuck to the glass. 

All cars have a standard windshield defroster as part 

of the heater system, of course. But some models of-

fer electrical heating elements on the lower portion 

of the windshield or heating devices on the wipers 

themselves for even faster de-icing.

Remote start

Remote start systems allow 

you to fire up the engine from 

the comfort of your home. Most 

systems are activated by a button 

on the key fob, while others can 

be engaged with a cellphone 

app. Remote start systems are 

available for almost all vehicles, 

either from the  

manufacturer or  

as an aftermarket  

add-on.

Headlight washers  

and wipers

One of the worst 

things about winter driv-

ing is reduced visibility 

in snowy, slushy condi-

tions. Snow, ice and road 

salt can accumulate on 

headlights and reduce 

their effectiveness. 

Headlight washers and 

wipers can help clear 

blockage, allowing the 

lights to shine without 

obstruction.

Winter tires

Most people think that all winter  

tires have metal studs in them. This is 

no longer the case, although such tires 

are still available for extreme condi-

tions. Most modern snow tires use a 

combination of unique tread patterns 

and specially formulated rubber that 

remains soft at cold temperatures to 

maintain traction on ice and snow.

Heated side mirrors

Electrical heating 

elements keep outside 

mirrors free from fog and 

ice, working much like a 

defroster does to keep the 

rear window clear. This 

feature is now available on 

most modern 

cars, except 

for a handful 

of economy 

models.

Heated seats

Electrically heated seats may seem like a luxury feature, 

but they can now be found on the option lists of even 

modestly priced compact cars. On cold mornings, they can 

warm a driver and passengers much more quickly than 

the vehicle’s heater, which doesn’t become effective until 

the engine warms up. Being comfortable while driving is 

essential for safe and alert vehicle operation, so heated 

seats could even be considered a safety feature.

Car features that make

winter  

driving
safer, more comfortable

BRRRRRR

FROSTY

COMING SUNDAY

A guide to features  
for your car to make 
winter driving  
safer and more 
comfortable ./Work 
& Wheels

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
Some pet owners like to think of 

their animals as children.

Pets and kids surely have some 

overlap, from the good—love and 

affection—to the bad—mischief and 

bodily accidents.

One Janesville cat has a name hon-

oring that dichotomy. He’s named af-

ter the German phrase for “naughty, 

talkative child,” said Brenda Treat, the 

daughter of the cat’s owner Juanita 

Mowry.

The cat is called Schnickelfritz.

Janesville pet licenses for 2018 are 

now available through March 31. The 

licenses cost $15 for spayed or neu-

tered animals and $25 for those that 

have not been spayed or neutered.

A license verifies the animal has 

received a rabies vaccination.

A city spreadsheet of 2017 pet li-

censes includes breeds, owner infor-

mation and the often-typical, some-

times-unusual animal names within 

Janesville’s boundaries.

State statutes require all dogs to be 

City of Janesville 2018 pet licenses now available

Dogs

Cats

Top dog names:
  1.  Bella 60
  2.  Molly 56
  3.  Lucy 55
  4.  Buddy 51
  4.  Max 51
  6.  Bailey 34
  7.  Daisy 33
  8.  Charlie 31
  9.  Jack 28
  10. Gracie 25

Top cat names:
  1.  Oliver 9
  2.  Lily 8
  2.  Max 8
  4.  Bella 7
  4.  Callie 7
  4.  Chloe 7
  4.  Lucy 7
  4.  Mia 7
  4.  Tiger 7
  10. Nine others 6

Donna Felland/donnaf@gazettextra .com

SOURCE: City of Janesville

JANESVILLE

2017 pet licenses issued in Janesville

4,425

1,175

A license for 
Schnickelfritz

Aieeeeeeeee!

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Dalton Schlueter, top, speeds down the sledding hill toward his two siblings Friday at Riverside Golf 
Course in Janesville. Snow sports enthusiasts will want to be prepared for the cold this weekend as 
temperatures are expected to reach 7 degrees today and 13w degrees Sunday with lows below zero. 
For a full weather forecast, see Page 7A.

By Jason Stein

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

With $1.5 trillion in tax cuts signed into law 

last week, Wisconsin Republicans, including 

U.S. House Speaker Paul Ryan and the party’s 

two U.S. Senate candidates face a question: 

Should the GOP move on to overhauling en-

titlements?

In 2018, Republicans could use their con-

trol of the federal government to prioritize an 

infrastructure bill, a rewrite to immigration 

law, or changes to entitlement programs such 

as Medicaid health programs for the needy and 

Medicare coverage for seniors.

U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., has ar-

gued against cuts to these social programs 

while her GOP challengers in next year’s elec-

tion—state Sen. Leah Vukmir, R-Brookfield, 

and Marine veteran Kevin Nicholson—are 

opening the door to making cuts.

Vukmir spokeswoman Jess Ward said the 

nation needs to tackle its deficits and debt 

by addressing “the root of the problem, our 

spending.”

“Leah agrees with Speaker Ryan, America’s 

debt is a threat to future generations and we 

must reform these programs,” Ward said in an 

email. “In Wisconsin, we are living within our 

means, having passed one policy reform after 

the other, and Leah intends to do the same 

when she gets to Washington.”

As the leader of House Republicans, Ryan 

has argued in recent weeks for following up the 

tax cut bill—which is projected to increase the 

federal deficit—with difficult-to-pass spending 

restraints on entitlements such as Medicaid, 

Medicare and welfare programs. U.S. Senate 

Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has balked 

at that, saying GOP senators shouldn’t try to 

push through those limits over the objections 

of Democrats.

GOP Senate candidates  
open to reform of system

Targeting entitlements?

By Matt Sedensky

AP National Writer

NEW YORK

The news alerts gushed in: An attack on 

a concert, a church, an ice cream parlor ; an 

assailant wielding a gun or hammer or acid. 

There’s an earthquake in Mexico, a mon-

soon in India, a volcanic eruption in Bali, 

hurricane after hurricane after hurricane. 

Keep up as your phone vibrates with word 

of your favorite actor accused of miscon-

duct. Make that anchorman. Or politician. 

Or radio star.

The volatile year 2017 shook us so much 

By Amy Forliti

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS

It wasn’t all doom and gloom in 2017. The 

year was also filled with awe-inspiring mo-

ments that united us and warmed the heart.

The first total solar eclipse to cross the 

U.S. in a century brought millions together 

in what some could only describe as a pri-

mal experience. Thousands of immigrants 

took the oath of citizenship, realizing their 

‘Disruption, despair  
and dumpster fires’

2017  
in review:

Solar eclipse, loveable 
hippo warmed hearts

Turn to 2017 on Page 7A

Turn to REVIEW on Page 7A

Turn to SENATE on Page 8A

Turn to PETS on Page 8A

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Janesville’s Brenden MacLaren moves the puck 
across the ice during the Jets’ game against the 
Minnesota Magicians on Friday at the Janesville Ice 
Arena. Jakov Novak scored two goals and added an 
assist, while Kip Hoffmann had three assists to help 
lead the Jets to a 4-0 win. Story, Page 1B.

Jets blank the Magicians, 4-0


