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MILTON

Milton students will head back 

to school buildings in fall—if they 

want to—and virtual learning will 

continue to be an option for all 

grade levels.

After a two-hour discussion 

Monday, the Milton School Board 

approved the school district’s 

reopening proposal, “Milton For-

ward: Instructional and Building 

Reopening Plan for 2020-2021,” 

on a 5-2 vote.

Board members Brian Kvapil 

and Diamond McKenna voted 

“no,” and Shelly Crull-Hanke 

reminded residents that it is a 

“fluid” plan.

In-person instructional mod-

els are different for grades 4K-6 

than they are for grades 7-12.

Students in grades 4K-6 will 

return to school five days a week. 

Small groups of children will 

be assigned one primary home-

room teacher and will remain in 

one room throughout the day as 

much as possible.

“We believe that it is import-

ant that our youngest students 

meet in person daily,” a school dis-

trict presentation states. “Virtual 

learning is not easy for younger 

students and typically requires 

more assistance from parents. 

Families also have the challenge of 

returning to work and arranging 

day care for young children.”

Grades 7-12 will start the year 

using a blended hybrid plan. Stu-

dents will be assigned to A or B 

groups, based on last name. A 

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Z
achary Heacox has vivid memories of the 
sick children he saw at American Family 
Children’s Hospital in Madison, where 

he was treated for kidney problems.

Those children were the inspiration behind 

Cards for a Cause, Heacox’s campaign to send 

cards to hospital patients to give them some-

thing to smile about.

“When I was in the waiting room, there 

were a lot of younger children, and a lot of 

them were there for cancer and were miss-

ing hair or connected to machines and breath-

ing tubes,” said Heacox, who graduated from 

Parker High School in June. “It was a wide 

‘Breath of fresh air’

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Parker High School graduate Zachary Heacox has created Cards for a Cause, a campaign that creates 
and sends greeting cards to hospital patients. Heacox got the idea after seeing so many young patients 
at American Family Children’s Hospital in Madison, where he was hospitalized.

By Andrew Taylor  

and Christina A. Cassidy

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The demand for mail-in ballots 

is surging. Election workers need 

training. And polling booths might 

have to be outfitted with protective 

shields during the COVID-19 pan-

demic.

As officials prepare for the Nov. 

3 election, one certainty is clear: 

It’s coming with a big price tag.

“Election officials don’t have 

nearly the resources to make the 

preparations and changes they 

need to make to run an election in 

a pandemic,” said Wendy Weiser, 

head of the Brennan Center for 

Justice’s democracy program. “We 

are seeing this all over the place.”

The pandemic has sent state 

and local officials scrambling to 

prepare for an election like few 

others, an extraordinary endeavor 

during a presidential contest, as 

virus cases rise across much of the 

U.S.

COVID-19-related worries 

are bringing demands for steps 

to make sure elections just 

four months away are safe. But 

long-promised federal aid to help 

cash-starved states cope is stalled 

on Capitol Hill.

The money would help pay for 

transforming the age-old voting 

process into a pandemic-ready sys-

tem. Central to that is the costs for 

printing mail-in ballots and post-

age. There are also costs to ensure 

in-person voting is safe with per-

sonal protective equipment, or 

PPE, for poll workers, who tend 

to be older and more at risk of 

getting sick from the virus, and 

training for new workers. Pricey 

machines are needed to quickly 

count the vote.

Complicating matters is Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s aversion to 

mail-in balloting. With worrisome 

regularity, he derides the process 

as rigged, even though there’s no 

evidence of fraud and his own 

re-election team is adapting to the 

new reality of widespread mail-in 

voting.

“As cases of coronavirus in this 

country rise, it’s vital that all voters 

be able to cast their ballots from 

home, to cast their ballots by mail,” 

said Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn.

A COVID-19 response bill 

Pandemic elections  
a costly proposition
States learning it isn’t 

cheap to mitigate virus 
risk at polling places

Associated Press
Voting stations are set up in the south wing of the Kentucky Exposition Cen-
ter in Louisville, Ky., for voters to cast their ballot in last month’s Kentucky 
primary election.

Parker grad creating and sending greeting cards to hospital patients

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Rock County has received 

final approval to turn the for-

mer Pick ‘n Save grocery store 

on the city’s south side into an 

office space and resource cen-

ter.

The city council Mon-

day unanimously approved a 

request to rezone the property 

at 1717 Center Ave. from M1 

light industrial district to B3 

general commercial district, 

clearing the path for the county 

to begin redevelopment.

The county has put its final 

plans for the building out for 

bids. Construction is slated to 

be finished in April, the coun-

ty’s Director of Facilities Man-

agement Brent Sutherland said 

in a letter to the council.

About 480 employees could 

begin working at the new facil-

ity during the second quarter of 

2021, Sutherland said.

Rock County plans to rede-

sign the former grocery store 

County can proceed at Pick ‘n Save site
Zoning change given 
by Janesville council 

means work can begin
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Statue restoration
The descendants of Col. 

Hans Christian Heg, the 

abolitionist whose statue 

was toppled last month, 

want the sculpture  

reinstalled. Page 2A

Next level
Janesville fisherman Brian 

Post tried his hand against 

some of the best regional 

anglers in his first-ever  

Bassmaster competition 

earlier this year. Page 1B

Suspect in court
The teen accused of 

shooting a man after 

stealing a bicycle  

appeared in Rock  

County Circuit Court  

on Monday. Page 3A

Milton OKs back-to-school plan
Virtual learning will be an option; in-person 

instruction varies based on grade level
JANESVILLE’S DECISION

The Janesville School Board is expected to vote on how to proceed 
with the 2020-21 school year during its meeting at 6 p.m. tonight. The 
public is encouraged to monitor the meeting remotely via the Janesville 
School District’s YouTube channel.

Turn to PLAN on Page 4A
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