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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 83 | Low 54  

Partly sunny
More on 7A

1st District  

challenge
Democrat Josh Pade 

announced Wednesday 

he will run for Congress 

against Republican 

Rep. Bryan Steil. Page 3A

Hiura helps Brewers 

secure sweep
The rookie hit two 

home runs in 

Wednesday’s 

8-3 win over the 

Pirates. Page 1B
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Shelter extends  
how long people 

can stay there
By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Melissa Ostenson has been 

homeless with four children—
all younger than 10—for many 
months.

She has no family or friends 
she can turn to.

“It’s me and the kids against 
the world right now. It’s hard. 

It’s really hard,” she said 
Wednesday at the House of 
Mercy shelter in Janesville.

Tears came to her eyes as 
she described how the chil-
dren’s father left them and 
gives no support, and how she 
has tried to find a place to stay 
and child care so she can work.

She has been on a waiting 
list for the Section 8 low-in-
come housing program for two 
years, she said.

“You try everything when 
you’re homeless to dig your-
self out of the hole, for your 
children,” she said.

Now she feels hopeful as the 
House of Mercy is helping her 
get benefits through the W-2 

program, Wisconsin’s version 

of Temporary Assistance for 

Needy Families.

Months ago, Ostenson and 

the kids stayed at the House of 

Mercy shelter for 30 days, the 

maximum allowed.

She also has used hotel 

House of Mercy 
grants more time

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
House of Mercy resident Melissa Ostenson, left, hugs manager Tammie King-Johnson after an inter-
view with The Gazette on Wednesday at the House of Mercy in Janesville.

But group did raise enough  
for more seating at new pool

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON 
The Friends of Milton Pool group has raised 

enough money to complete just one of three proj-
ects it hoped to sponsor at Milton High School’s 
future pool.

The nonprofit committed July 31 to donate 
$45,844 to build 100 extra seats at the new pool, 
for a total of 550 seats.

Mike Price, former Friends of Milton Pool 

president, at a July 16 board meeting said the 

group wanted to raise $1.75 million for additional 

bleachers, additional storage and a warm-up lap 

pool for the district’s future aquatic space.

For planning purposes, the money had to be 

committed by July 31, said Stephen Schantz, 

building and grounds supervisor for the district.

“I think it is a tremendous accomplishment to 

raise that amount with such short time,” Schantz 

said.

Added seating in the pool is a “tremendous 

improvement” to the base pool design, Schantz 

said.

Footville farmer  
Rudy Kopp’s legacy  

includes love, laughs
By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

FOOTVILLE

N
ancy Kopp started writing 
her father’s obituary about 
four years ago.

Capturing Rudy Kopp’s spirit 

wouldn’t be easy because his life 

was a collection of superlatives: He 

did so much, gave so much, and 

laughed—and made other people 

laugh—all the time.

How do you 

describe such a life?

Rudy died July 

28 at Wood’s Cross-

ing in Brodhead. 

Nancy’s obituary 

of her father ran in 

the The Gazette on 

Sunday.

Here’s how it 

begins: “The old lion is dead.”

It goes on: “He has passed on, 

kicked the bucket, shuffled off this 

mortal coil, run down the curtain, 

and joined the choir invisible. He 

is an ex person.”

Nancy read it to Rudy last 

November, when his health took a 

turn for the worse.

“I said to him, ‘This is a little 

bit odd, but I’ve written your obit-

uary. Would you like to hear it?’” 

Nancy said. “And he said, ‘Sure.’ He 

laughed all the way through it.”

He told her to run it as she 

had written it but warned her she 

would “get some comments.”

Who was this Rudy Kopp?

Well, according to his obituary, 

Rudy operated a dairy farm near 

Footville from 1958 to 1992. He 

could “juggle, husk corn by hand, 

bend 60-penny nails, survive gas 

‘The old lion’  
& his silly walks

A photo of 
Rudy Kopp 
juggles next 
to his dog, 
Floyd, in a 
photo pub-
lished in The 
Gazette on 
Nov. 1, 1980.

Gazette file 
photo

R. Kopp

IF YOU GO
What: A celebration of Rudy 

Kopp’s life.
When: Noon-5 p.m. Sunday, 

Aug. 18.
Where: American Legion, 3913 

S. Highway 213, Orfordville.
The obituary warns that the 

event will be an “upbeat occasion 
with a party atmosphere.”

“Morose people will be placed 
in a sleeper hold or the Indian leg 
lock.”

Friends of Milton Pool fundraising 
falls short of $1.75 million objective

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Swimmers practice in the Milton High School pool in September, which will 
be replaced by a new facility in 2021 if referendum construction follows the 
expected timeline. A nonprofit group raised more than $45,000 for amenities 
for the planned new pool.

Turn to KOPP on Page 7A

Turn to MERCY on Page 7A

Turn to POOL on Page 7A

It’s me and the kids against  

the world right now. It’s hard.  

It’s really hard.

Melissa Ostenson
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Food & Drink

The Four Dishes find comfort food 

is behind a big crowd assembled 

at Shopiere Tap. Page 6C

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

M
ILTON—Local firefighter Rob 

Calhoun doesn’t consider him-

self particularly crafty. And he 

says he doesn’t really think of 

himself as an artist.

But volunteer jurists—the people 

who plow through the dozens of arti-

sans who seek a berth each year at Mil-

ton’s Arts & Crafts on the Lawn—will tell 

you otherwise.

Calhoun’s hand-

made, hand-

painted wooden 

flag decorations 

have been among 

the more popu-

lar features the 

last few years at 

the annual arts 

and crafts fair that 

pairs with Mil-

ton’s long-running 

chicken barbecue.

Calhoun, a Mil-

ton native and 

member of the 

Janesville Fire 

Department, began 

making his first 

flag decorations 

from wooden pal-

lets a few years 

ago, upcycling old 

shipping skids by 

painting and stain-

ing them with the 

stars and stripes 

of the American 

e found his 

IF YOU GO

What: Milton Arts & 

Crafts on the Lawn and 

Milton Chicken Barbe-

cue. 
When: 9 a.m.- 

4 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 18.

Where: The Mil-

ton House grounds and 

North Goodrich Park, 

18 S. Janesville St., Mil-

ton.
Includes: A one-

day festival and market 

featuring 80 crafters 

and artisans. The event 

pairs with the Milton 

Area Chamber of Com-

merce’s annual chicken 

barbecue and The 

Gathering Place’s Con-

cert in the Park. Park-

ing and admission are 

free. Includes food, an 

an ice cream social and 

live music. 
To learn more: 

Primitive 
gymnasium

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

Above: From left, Janesville Parks Director Cullen Slapak, Gazette reporter 

Jim Dayton and recreation director Shelley Slapak do various types of push-

ups at the Janesville Fitness Court at the corner of West Court and South 

River streets. The court is free for public use, and a demonstration of how 

to maneuver through its stations is planned at 8:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 9. 

Below left: Dayton and Cullen Slapak do box jumps during a recent workout.

Janesville Fitness Court offers  

a variety of outdoor exercise options

Creating 
symbols 

of service
Janesville firefighter to display 

homemade flags at Milton’s 

Arts & Crafts on the Lawn

Free workout
Gazette reporter  

Jim Dayton gets a 

crash course on  

Janesville’s free-to-use 

fitness court. kicks, 
inside
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