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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Carrie M. Barrenger
•David Russell Bliss
•Pauline Boldt
•Jane E. Helmers
•Richard “Dick” F. McCann

•Mary “Muzzy” McIntyre
•Virginia “Ginny” Mills
•Kimberly Ann  
Neuenschwander
•Forrest J. Outland

•Mary Ann Rau
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•Randall Setterseten
•Robert L. Webster

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 50 | Low 37  

Mostly cloudy, 
breezy and cooler

More on 7A

Heading uphill
Fresh off Saturday’s  
big upset loss at Illinois,  
Wisconsin faces an even  
stiffer test this week 
at Ohio State. Page 1B

State standoff
Evers calls special session 
to address bills focused 
on gun violence, but GOP 
leaders vow to resist such 
efforts. Page 2A

Ukraine pain
Faced with increased 
impeachment pressure, 
Trump maintains his 
innocence against  
‘witch hunt.’ Page 6B
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF LA PRAIRIE
Town officials are seek-

ing public input today on 
a proposal to construct a 
chicken farm that eventu-
ally could house 3 million 
birds in the town of La Prai-
rie.

The public hearing is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. at the 
town hall, 3610 S. La Prairie 
Town Hall Road, Janesville.

Family-owned S&R Egg 
Farm owns an estimated 
4.3 million birds and more 
than 1,000 acres of farm-
land in Wisconsin, includ-
ing farms in Whitewater 
and Palmyra, according to 
the company’s website.

A proposed third loca-
tion in the town of La Prai-
rie eventually would add 
3 million chickens in 10 
buildings to that total. The 
company plans to start with 
three buildings and just 
fewer than 1 million birds 
at the new site and grow 
over time, Town Chairman 
Allan Arndt said.

So far, public reaction 
has been mixed, and town 
officials want to hear more 
from residents.

“I think with all things 
that are large, there’s some 
concern and some thought 
processes,” Arndt said. “… 
We don’t know what we 
don’t know about big oper-
ations like this, so the idea is 
to feel it out the best we can 
and work our way through 
the process.”

S&R Egg Farm represen-
tatives approached town 
officials a year ago about 
buying 100-plus acres west 
of Belding Road, Arndt 
said. They filed an applica-
tion for the farm in August, 
and the town had 45 days to 
tell the company whether 

the application was com-

plete, which it was.

The town now has 

another 45 days to approve 

or deny the proposal. That 

deadline is Nov. 19.

Arndt said the state Live-

stock Facility Siting Review 

Board controls much of 

the process. The board sets 

standards for agricultural 

operations such as the pro-

posed farm, and as long as 

the farm meets the stan-

dards, the board approves 

it.

Opponents must prove 

that the proposed farm 

violates those standards or 

safety, Arndt said. Unless 

the more than 800-page 

proposal contains a glaring 

error, he said it likely will be 

approved.

“We would have to come 

up with something very 

challenging in the applica-

tion to justify a denial,” he 

said.

Arndt said today’s hear-

ing is an opportunity to 

ensure people are informed 
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Plan commission unanimously prefers Janesville Mall for sports complex

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Agreeing Monday with votes 

by other committees, the Janes-
ville Plan Commission decided 
the Janesville Mall would be the 
best place for the city to poten-
tially build a new indoor sports 
facility.

The commission unani-
mously recommended that the 

city council should consider the 

mall the first choice for a sports 

complex. A site adjacent to the 

Youth Sports Complex on South 

Wuthering Hills Drive is the rec-

ommended second choice.

Chairwoman Kathy Voskuil 

said there wasn’t much for the 

plan commission to discuss Mon-

day night because the panel does 

not review financial aspects of 

projects and no designs have been 

created.

The primary purpose of the 

commission’s review was to 

assure the proposed site can 

accommodate the development 

and that the site conforms with 

the city’s comprehensive plan. 

Commissioners unanimously 

agreed both were true.

State statute requires the plan 

commission to review and rec-

ommend to the city council a site 

for any public building or facility, 

according to a city memo.

The commission based its 

recommendation on information 

from Johnson Consulting, which 

indicated in its business plan that 

the mall site provides the best 

access to amenities and highest 

chance for success.

A project steering committee 

and the city’s Parks and Recre-

ation Advisory Committee both 

chose the mall as its preferred 

site.

The plan commission’s recom-

mendation is for anywhere in the 

mall, not a specific portion of the 

mall. Early plans have shown the 

complex would likely go where 

what remains of the former 

JCPenney space is on the north 

end of the mall.

Mall representatives have said 

they are willing to work with the 

city to make the sports complex 

a reality, offering to sell the space 

for $1 and to try to attract a family 

activity center to the mall.

The complex is slated to 

Facility could house 
up to 3 million birds

Turn to CHICKEN on Page 7A

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The blood-speckled shoes a Janes-

ville murder suspect allegedly wore 

while a woman was fatally stabbed 

in her home in 2017 

look like they will 

be a central piece of 

evidence during his 

trial this week.

Rock County 

prosecutors say the 

bloody shoeprint left 

next to Christine Sca-

ccia-Lubeck’s body 

belongs to Julian D. 

Collazo, 22, who faces a charge of 

first-degree intentional homicide.

They also say when police found 

Collazo and Nicole R. Kazar sleep-

ing in Scaccia-Lubeck’s stolen SUV, 

Tread might tell tale
Suspect’s blood-speckled shoes could play key role in Janesville murder trial

Julian Collazo looks around the courtroom during his trial Monday at the Rock 
County Courthouse in Janesville.

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Edward Van Fossen, an identification officer with the Janesville Police Department, holds up a pair of shoes that appear 
to match a footprint at the scene of a 2017 homicide. Van Fossen was among the prosecution witnesses called Monday in 
the murder trial of Julian Collazo at the Rock County Courthouse in Janesville.

Scaccia- 
Lubeck
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 Æ Wuthering Hills Drive site 
is recommended second choice

Mall representatives have said they are willing to work with the city 

to make the sports complex a reality, offering to sell the space for $1 

and to try to attract a family activity center to the mall.
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