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Harley-Davidson 

to restart production
The company’s Menomonee 

Falls plant, which employs about 

1,000 people, has been closed 

because of the coronavirus 

for about two months. Page 2A

Revaluation 

program dropped
Milton will postpone its 

revaluation process until 

2021 or 2022, because  

of the coronavirus 

pandemic. Page 3A

Senior salute
Gabby Petruzzello qualified to run 

in the WIAA state cross country 

meet twice, but her athletic 

achievements pale in comparison 

to her academic achievements 

at Craig High School. Page 1B
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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
City Manager Mark Fre-

itag said a phrase he learned 
while in the military sums 
up his attitude toward the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“I do not want to rush to 
failure,” Freitag said.

Rock County officials 
this week chose to drop 
they county’s safer-at-
home order and begin a 
phased reopening to get 
businesses up and running 
after months of partial or 
full closure.

Now is the time to do 
something, Freitag said.

But the city manager 
said he feels “cautiously 
optimistic” about reopen-
ing because the coronavi-
rus is still present in the 
community and likely more 
present than it has been so 
far.

He raised concerns 
about data released Thurs-
day showing the greatest 
day-to-day increase of con-
firmed cases of the coro-
navirus in Rock County, a 
jump from 452 cases to 493.

Health officials say the 
jump is likely reflective of 
increased testing at public 
testing sites in Beloit this 
week.

Everyone will have to 
work together in following 
safety protocols to keep 
the community safe, Fre-
itag said.

“We do not want to cre-
ate a bigger problem by not 
operating within guide-
lines,” Freitag said.

Freitag answered the fol-
lowing questions from The 
Gazette:

Gazette: How confident 
are you businesses will 
adhere to recommended 
safety guidelines?

Freitag: Just like with 
everything, there will be 
people who go above and 
beyond, people who will 
meet expectations and peo-
ple who will not try, he said.

He believes most busi-
nesses will abide by the rec-
ommended guidelines set 
out by the city and county.

But if there is a problem 
locally, it likely will stem 
from the attitude of people 
who refuse to try, he said.

Gazette: Why are some 
city facilities still closed?

Freitag: His biggest con-
cern is preserving city man-
power so essential services 
can be provided, he said.

City Hall is still mostly 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The lawn chairs were set 

up over the swath of lawn.

Kids did crafts or ran 

around randomly. Adults 

shared memories and phone 

photos, while others planted 

flowers, hung up baskets of 

red geraniums or found a 

spot for a new bird feeder.

The event was like a series 

of little family reunions all 

held at the same time and 

place: Willowick Assisted 

Living in Janesville.

On Friday, Willowick 

threw a surprise party for 

its residents. All of the res-

idents’ families were con-

tacted and asked to come 

to Willowick starting at 

1:30 p.m.. The visits would 

be held outside the windows 

because nursing homes and 

other facilities for seniors are 

closed during the COVID-19 

pandemic.

The goal was to have a 

celebration “together while 

apart,” activity coordinator 

Rachel Quintero-Piccolo said.

That’s pretty much what 

happened. Around the build-

ing, groups clustered around 

windows. Some sat in chairs 

for a leisurely chat at win-

dow level, while others sat on 

the grass.

Sue Matzke came to visit 

her father, Milton “Woody” 

Woodman, 89, and there was 

a lot of laughter coming from 

that set of double windows.

The two bantered back 

and forth about dogs, cars 

and, of course, haircuts. 

Woodman’s hairstyle made 

him look like a cross between 

Mark Twain and Albert Ein-

stein, and both comparisons 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville’s hospitals have begun offer-

ing antibody testing, but the impact those 

test results will have on the pandemic are 

yet to be seen.

Mark Goelzer, medical director at Mer-

cyhealth, said there is still a lot to learn 

about antibody testing and how it will help 

health officials better understand COVID-

19.

Antibody testing shows whether a per-

son was infected sometime in the past with 

the novel coronavirus and now has anti-

bodies created in response to the virus.

An antibody is a blood protein the body 

produces to fight viruses, bacteria and 

other foreign substances.

Antibodies can protect the body from 

getting some diseases twice, however, it is 

not known yet if or how many antibodies 

are needed to protect someone from get-

ting COVID-19, the disease caused by the 

novel coronavirus, more than once, Goel-

zer said.

“More information is still being learned 

about COVID-19, said Erica Mathis, spokes-

woman for SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospi-

tal-Janesville, in an email to The Gazette.

“As such, there is still not enough evi-

dence to know what a ‘positive result,’ or 

having the antibodies, really means for an 

individual.”

Antibody testing can provide peace of 

mind for people who think they had the 

disease or have been in the contact with the 

virus but were never tested, Goelzer said.

Shortages of test supplies at the begin-

ning of the pandemic made it difficult for 

people with mild or no symptoms to be 

tested.

People who test positive for antibod-

ies should not assume they have natural 

immunity for the disease.

Those who test positive should not stop 

taking precautions such as wearing a face 

By Noah Bierman and Eli Stokols

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

For months after the Sept. 11 terrorist 

attacks, the nation ached together in televised 

memorials, joining in a collective catharsis of 

uniformed salutes, bagpiped dirges and Pres-

ident George W. Bush declaring a national day 

of mourning and remembrance.

The space shuttle Challenger explosion 

in 1986 turned classrooms into grieving ses-

sions, with President Reagan directly address-

ing the national wounds. The Japanese attack 

on Hawaii’s Pearl Harbor in 1941 was a day that 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt said would live 

in “infamy,” uniting the mainland to enter a 

world war.

Yet as the nation nears 100,000 deaths from 

COVID-19 —far more than all those tragic 

events combined or the entire Vietnam War _ 

there is little sense this Memorial Day week-

end that Americans are grieving together or 

uniting in a sense of purpose.

While Americans have shared undeniable 

hardships since March—including more than 

38 million people forced to file for unemploy-

ment, and tens of millions more forced to hun-

ker down at home to avoid the contagion _ the 

carnage is hitting them unevenly.

President Donald Trump, loath to dwell on 

those dismal figures, is both stoking the polar-

ized response and counting on a fragmented 

experience to distract the nation from the 

almost incomprehensible death toll—nearly 

triple that of any other country—which could 

tar his presidency and jeopardize his chance 

for reelection in November.

City manager offers 
his thoughts 

on move to reopen

Haircuts & hope

Hospitals  
to offer  

coronavirus 
antibody tests

‘Cautiously  
optimistic’ 

Test would show if person 
might have developed some  

immunity to coronavirus

Nation seems to lack unifying 
purpose or sense of sorrow

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Milton ‘Woody’ Woodman, left, smiles while speaking to his youngest daughter, Sue Matzke, through 
a window Friday at Willowick Assisted Living in Janesville.

Willowick families celebrate together—separately

As deaths near 100,000, little sense of shared grief

Marcia DeLong leans forward to speak to her mother through 
a window Friday at Willowick Assisted Living in Janesville. The 
senior facility held a surprise window-visit party for residents and 
their families.
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