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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•John W. Brewer
•Colleen M. Rick
•Phyllis Vivian Allison

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 54 | Low 41  

Intervals of clouds 
and sunshine
More on 7A

Klett takes position in Lake Geneva
Beloit native worked as state tourism chief. Page 3A

Bucks open playoffs with easy victory
Milwaukee rolled to a 121-86 win over Detroit. Page 1B

Tiger’s triumph
Tiger Woods capped an improbable 

comeback by winning The Master’s 

on Sunday. It was his fifth green 

jacket and 15th major title, but 

it was all that he overcame that 

made it special. Page 1B

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

WALWORTH

K
ikkoman is one of the big-
gest names in the world of soy 
sauce, but the Japanese com-
pany with roots in Walworth 

is now making a name in the world of 

skateboarding.

Kikkoman Foods has had local signif-

icance because its U.S. production head-

quarters, home of a big share of produc-

tion of soy sauce and other ingredients 

in Kikkoman’s North American market, 

has since 1973 been located in Walworth.

Locals might think they know soy 

sauce, but they’ve never seen the sauce 

dished out quite this way.

To wit: There is at least one retail 

store in Janesville where skate-

board enthusiasts can buy Kikkoman 

skateboards.

Wait. What?

We’re talking about functional, usable 

skateboard decks that are cut, contoured 

and decorated so they look exactly like 

a giant bottle of Kikkoman soy sauce. 

Kikkoman label and everything. You’d 

be skateboarding on a big bottle of soy 

sauce.

In what seems like an incomprehen-

sible product licensing crossover, Kik-

koman has paired with California skate-

boarding company Primitive Skateboard 

on a line of saucy apparel and gear that 

includes Kikkoman hoodies, jackets and 

shirts—even air fresheners and slip-on 

sandals emblazoned with the Japanese 

soy sauce maker’s namesake, which dates 

back 300 years.

Plus, there’s the skateboards shaped 

Soy sauce  
skateboards? 

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Lawrence Meyer, store manager of the Zumiez store at the Janesville Mall, unwraps a skate-
board shaped like a Kikkoman soy sauce bottle.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Warnings about kids 

eating lead paint chips 

might seem like a thing of 

the past, but health officials 

say lead poisoning remains 

a problem, particularly in 

Rock County.

Wisconsin Environ-

ment and the Wiscon-

sin Public Interest Group 

released a report April 8 

that gave the state a failing 

grade for its policies that 

protect children from lead 

exposure.

The advocacy groups 

are pressuring state offi-

cials to pay for the removal 

of lead plumbing in school 

and day care facilities and 

to create policies to detect 

and remove lead from 

school drinking water.

In Rock County, how-

ever, kids are exposed to 

lead primarily because they 

live in older homes with 

lead paint, not because 

they drink tainted water, 

said Matt Wesson, envi-

ronmental health super-

visor for the Rock County 

Public Health Department. 

Seventy-four Rock 

County children from birth 

to age 6 were reported to 

have lead poisoning in 

2016, according to the 

state Environmental Pub-

lic Health Tracking Pro-

gram.

Lead poisoning means 

a child’s blood level has 

5 micrograms of lead per 

deciliter, according to the 

state Department of Health 

Services.

The number of reported 

lead poisonings is down 

significantly from 2002, 

when 750 children were 

reported to have lead poi-

soning in the county. That 

year had the most reported 

cases since 2000, according 

to the data.

Rock County had the 

third-highest number of 

reported lead poisonings 

in the state’s 72 counties 

in 2016, behind Milwau-

kee and Racine counties, 

according to the data.

The number of lead 

poisonings has decreased 

over time but has started 

to plateau in recent years, 

prompting the health 

department to seek new 

ways to prevent lead expo-

sure, Wesson said.

Most cases of lead poi-

soning in Rock County 

stem from exposure to lead 

paint in old houses, he said.

Rock County, especially 

Janesville, is home to a 

large number of houses 

built before 1978, when the 

Lead paint still  
main poison culprit

ROCK COUNTY

Children ages 0-6 with lead poisoning.

SOURCE: Rock County Public Health Department

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com
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MORE INFORMATION
Those with concerns about lead exposure in Rock 

County can call the health department at 608-757-5440 
to request that a supervisor assess a home or provide addi-
tional resources.

By Robert Burns

AP National Security Writer

WASHINGTON

It has the makings of a new Cold War, or worse.

The deep chill in U.S.-Russian relations is stirring con-

cern in some quarters that Washington and Moscow are 

in danger of stumbling into an armed confrontation that, 

by mistake or miscalculation, could lead to nuclear war.

American and European analysts and current and for-

mer U.S. military officers say the nuclear superpowers 

need to talk more. A foundational arms control agree-

ment is being abandoned and the last major limitation 

on strategic nuclear weapons could go away in less than 

two years. Unlike during the Cold War, when generations 

lived under threat of a nuclear Armageddon, the two mil-

itaries are barely on speaking terms.

“During the Cold War, we understood each other’s 

signals. We talked,” says the top NATO commander in 

Europe, U.S. Army Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti, who is about 

to retire. “I’m concerned that we don’t know them as 

well today.”

Scaparrotti, in his role as Supreme Allied Commander 

Europe, has met only twice with Gen. Valery Gerasimov, 

the chief of the Russian general staff, but has spoken to 

him by phone a number of other times.

“I personally think communication is a very import-

ant part of deterrence,” Scaparrotti said, referring to the 

idea that adversaries who know each other’s capabilities 

and intentions are less likely to fall into conflict. “So, I 

think we should have more communication with Russia. 

It would ensure that we understand each other and why 

we are doing what we’re doing.”

He added: “It doesn’t have to be a lot.”

The United States and Russia, which together control 

more than 90 percent of the world’s nuclear weapons, 

Growing troubles in US-Russia relationship  
stirs worry about stumbling into conflict

Associated Press
NATO’s Supreme Allied Commander Europe, Army Gen. Cur-
tis Scaparrotti, arrives for a 2017 meeting in Vilnius, Lithua-
nia. The deep chill in U.S.-Russian relations is stirring concern 
in some quarters that Washington and Moscow are in danger 
of stumbling into an armed confrontation that, by mistake or 
miscalculation, could lead to nuclear war.

Aging Rock County housing exposes many to problem

Kikkoman Foods forges unlikely branding alliance

The deep chill:

Turn to SOY on Page 7A Turn to LEAD on Page 7A

Turn to CHILL on Page 7A
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