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•Michael R. Carbajal
•Benjamin “Ben” Coopman Jr.
•D’Andra “Dee” Goedert
•Elizabeth M. Hareid
•Otto Walter Longhenry

•Kenneth T. Soergel
•Robert Jae Swedberg
•Ernest C. Valenti
•Frederick I. Wright

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 91 | Low 72  
Hot with partial 

sunshine
More on 7A

Bucks, Brewers sit out games
Milwaukee teams protest the shooting of 

Jacob Blake by Kenosha police by declining  

to play games scheduled for Wednesday. 
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By Tom Miller

tmiller@gazettextra.com

Lucas Burns stood 6-foot-6.
Friends said the shadow of 

goodwill, laughs and work ethic 
he cast was much bigger.

“He is one of the few people 
I’ve met who was universally 
liked by everybody,” said Pat 
Miller, his basketball coach at 
UW-Whitewater. “That was his 
DNA.”

Burns, who grew up in Mil-
ton, graduated from Janesville 
Craig High and UW-Whitewa-
ter and owned and managed 841 
Brewhouse in Whitewater, died 
Monday afternoon at University 
Hospital in Madison from com-
plications of testicular cancer.

He was 30 years old.
Trevor Foss, his best friend 

since third grade, took a week 
off from his job in Schaum-

berg, Illinois, to 
be with Burns in 
the hospital last 
week.

Foss pulled in 
chairs from the 
lobby to sleep 
in during Lucas’ 
final days. The 
medical staff 
understood.

“I made a joke: I’ve been sleep-
ing on his couch my entire life,” 
Foss said between tears. “What’s 
one more time?”

Burns became a fix-
ture in the Whitewater and 

UW-Whitewater communities 
through 841 Brewhouse, which 
was formerly Randy’s Supper 
Club.

Lucas’ father, Jim, is in the 
food distribution business. His 
work led to the family purchase 
of Ray’s Family Restaurant in 
Edgerton. Lucas, along with his 
brothers Trevor—who was diag-
nosed with testicular cancer in 
2019—Derek and Garett, put in 
many hours helping his father 
and mother, Michelle, make it 
work.

When the opportunity to pur-
chase Randy’s came up in 2015, 
Lucas and his dad jumped. The 
family remodeled and changed 
the menu.

“It’s just an unbelievable 

family,” said Sam Loizzo, who 
had both Lucas and Foss in 
his social studies class at Craig 
High during his 32-year teach-
ing career.

And Lucas made 841 Brew-
house the place to eat and drink 
in Whitewater.

“He was the ultimate man-
ager,” Foss said. “He was the nic-
est guy, and he never asked any-
one for help, but he made sure 
people were doing their job.”

Loizzo retired from teaching 
in 2009. As is the case with many 
of his former students, Loizzo 
kept in touch with both Burns 
and Foss. Loizzo often took fel-
low Craig teachers and coaches 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

ORFORDVILLE
A 36-home residential devel-

oper is poised to break ground in 

Orfordville, but the village board 

president is troubled by what 

he says is public confusion over 

how part of the project would be 

financed.

The Orfordville Village Board 

this week approved a prelimi-

nary ground plan for the Mill Val-

ley subdivision and OK’d a devel-

oper’s agreement that spells out 

$250,000 in incentives the vil-

lage would partially reimburse 

the developer, Mill Valley Land, 

for construction of streets and 

other infrastructure.

Village board President Gary 

Phillips believes recent social 

media posts by residents, includ-

ing one village board member 

critical of how the village would 

help fund the subdivision, has put 

the project under a fog of public 

confusion.

Some residents, including 

village board member Jason 

Knox, questioned during a village 

board meeting this week and later 

through posts and comments 

on Orfordville Public Group, a 

local Facebook community page, 

whether taxpayers would end up 

footing the bill for the village’s 

incentive through a tax increase 

he suggested could be at least $30 

for the average resident.

Phillips told The Gazette it’s 

possible the incentive could bring 

a “one-time” tax increase, but he 

said the structure of the develop-

ment agreement and the way the 

village’s incentive would be paid 

would allow the village to quickly 

add new tax revenue above and 

beyond the incentive’s upfront 

cost.

Phillips said the village’s 

Orfordville president: Residents ‘confused’ over subdivision financing
Village board approves 
plans for development 
that offers incentives

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Members of the American Association of University Women and League of Women Voters of Janesville raise 
glasses in honor of the suffragists who fought to add the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Women’s 
right to vote became law on Aug. 26, 1920, a date now recognized as Women’s Equality Day.

Cheers to the suffragists on Women’s Equality Day

‘That was his DNA:’ Lucas Burns spread  
goodwill wherever he went

Burns

Turn to BURNS on Page 7A

Turn to ORFORDVILLE on Page 7A

By Zeke Miller, Jill Colvin  

and Kevin Freking

Associated Press

BALTIMORE
Republicans aggres-

sively defended law  
enforcement on the third 
night of their conven-
tion as the nation faced 
renewed tensions follow-
ing the police shooting of 
Jacob Blake, a Black man 
in Wisconsin, that sparked 
protests in a state that could 
decide the fall election.

Vice President Mike 
Pence, the evening’s fea-
tured speaker, seized on 
the national reckoning 

By Mike Househoulder and Scott Bauer

Associated Press

KENOSHA
A white 17-year-old police 

admirer was arrested Wednes-
day after two people were shot to 
death during a third straight night 
of protests in Kenosha over the 
police shooting of a Black man, 
Jacob Blake.

Kyle Rittenhouse, of Antioch, Illi-
nois, about 15 miles from Kenosha, 
was taken into custody in Illinois 
on suspicion of first-degree inten-
tional homicide in the attack Tues-
day that was largely captured on 
cellphone video. The shooting left 

17-year-old 
arrested  
after two 

killed
Illinois teen’s Facebook 

showed support for police

Associated Press
Men hold rifles as they watch protest-
ers on the street Tuesday in Kenosha. 
Protests continued after the police 
shooting of Jacob Blake on Sunday.

POLICE SHOOTING  

IN KENOSHA

Turn to TEEN on Page 2A

Police 
defended 

at RNC
Pence: Democrats 
allow lawlessness
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