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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Patricia Ann Barkas
•Ruth Kathleen Corkhill
•Michael J. Dow
•Marlys J. Gallup
•Virginia (Terhune) Godina

•Donald Henley
•Patricia Ann (Scott) Playter
•Catherine M. Robison
•Abel Vasquez
•Arthur E. Whalen Jr.

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 35 | Low 29  

Freezing fog  
this morning
More on 7A

Merger approved
After discussion, the  

Janesville City Council 

voted 6-1 to approve a  

functional merger between 

the Janesville, city of Milton 

fire departments. Page 3A

Late surge
Khris Middleton scored  

20 points to help the 

Bucks turn a close game 

through three quarters into 

a 121-99 blowout of the 

Orlando Magic. Page 1B
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Two members of Wis-

consin’s congressional del-

e g a t i o n 

expressed 

frustration 

M o n d a y 

with the 

slowness of 

vaccine dis-

tribution in 

the state, 

but they 

p o i n t e d 

their fingers in different 

directions.

Democratic Sen. Tammy 

Baldwin said the federal 

government’s vaccine effort 

has been “pathetic.”

Republican Rep. Bryan 

Steil of Janesville used 

the same word to describe 

efforts by Gov. Tony Evers’ 

administration.

“This is a matter of life or 

death for many. Do your job, 
Governor,” Steil tweeted.

The legislators had sent 
joint letters to state and fed-
eral authorities, requesting 
information about vaccina-
tion efforts.

“I have requested 
answers from both state 
and federal officials and 
have asked these questions 
in a bipartisan manner,” 

Steil said 
in a state-
ment to The 
G a z e t t e . 
“A c c o r d -
ing to news 
r e p o r t s , 
W i s c o n -
sin has got-
ten off to a 
slow start 

with the vaccine distri-
bution. That is unaccept-
able. Our goal must be to 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Doug Christenson 

was fortunate enough to 

recover from COVID-19 and 

be among the first to receive 

a vaccine for the disease 

when it became available at 

Cedar Crest, a retirement 

community where he has 

lived for more than a year.

Christenson, 77, said he 

realizes how lucky he was 

to recover from the pneu-

monia and chest conges-

tion that accompanied the 

disease, which is caused by 

the novel coronavirus.

The Beloit native is 

Baldwin, Steil 
seek answers  

on slow rollout

Vaccination begins  
at assisted living facility

Submitted photo
Kevin Peters, a nurse at Cedar Crest, receives the first dose 
of a COVID-19 vaccine Sunday. He was one of 214 staff mem-
bers and residents to receive the vaccine at the Janesville 
nursing home.

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........50 +12 12,847
Deaths ........0 0 122
 Total Change
Hosp. .....35 (Jan. 11) +4 (from Jan. 4)
Monday’s positivity rate: 28%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
Gov. Tony Evers on Monday acti-

vated the Wisconsin National Guard 

to protect the state Capitol building 

and ordered the building’s ground-

floor windows boarded up after fed-

eral investigators warned “armed 

protests” were being planned at 

statehouses across the country 

to oppose the inauguration of Joe 

Biden as president.

The Evers administration 

authorized the National Guard 

to back up Wisconsin State Capi-

tol police and took the “proactive 

cautionary” measure of boarding 

up the statehouse’s windows after 

thousands of supporters of Presi-

dent Donald Trump converged on 

the U.S. Capitol last week to oppose 

the results of the Nov. 6 election, a 

breach that resulted in five deaths, 

injuries to police officers and signif-

icant damage to the building.

Guard members will serve in a 

support role to local authorities 

and conduct a site security mission, 

according to the Evers administra-

tion.

“Once again, our state has asked 

our Citizen Soldiers in the Wiscon-

sin National Guard to answer the 

call to keep our state, its citizens, 

and its institutions safe,” Maj. Gen. 

Paul Knapp, Wisconsin’s adjutant 

general, said in a statement.

The move came after an inter-

nal Federal Bureau of Investigation 

bulletin obtained by ABC News on 

Monday showed armed protesters 

planned to arrive at every state capi-

tol in the country in the coming days.

Senator focuses  
on feds, the other 
on state officials

Cedar Crest staff, 
residents get shots

SteilBaldwin

RELATED
• A new phase: State will 

begin offering COVID-19 vaccines to 
essential workers in the next phase 
of the state’s vaccination plan next 
week, governor says./2A

‘Cautionary’ action

Associated Press
Workers begin boarding up the Wisconsin state Capitol building in Madison on Monday. State officials are concerned 
about the prospects of state-centered violence in the wake of Wednesday’s security breaches at the U.S. Capitol.

State National Guard 
mobilized in response  

to Capitol threats

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

MILTON
Backpacks once again will bulge 

with books and notepads, cars will 
fill the high school parking lot, and 
students of all ages will return to 
classrooms in the Milton School Dis-
trict next week.

As staff prepares for students 
to return, Superintendent Rich 
Dahman shared a hopeful senti-
ment Monday, saying school district 
employees could receive their first 
doses of COVID-19 vaccine within 
30 days.

Dahman told the school board 

that with COVID-19 cases staying 

fairly stable, the district will reopen 

its schools to in-per-

son learning as 

planned Jan. 19.

The school board 

closed schools to 

in-person learning 

from Nov. 30 to Jan. 

15 because of high 

virus activity in Rock 

County and the pos-

sibility that families 

would gather over the holidays.

Dahman said positive cases have 

increased in the district since the 

end of December but not necessar-

ily among students and staff. He 

said overall COVID-19 trends have 

moved in the right direction, and 

case numbers have dropped since 

officials decided to close school 

buildings.

“There’s been a slight increase in 

positive cases since Dec. 28,” he said, 

“... but if you recall, that number 

peaked back in November and did 

decrease through December, and 

the increase over the last couple of 

weeks is pretty slight. It has stayed 

pretty steady since late December.

“Hospitals in the area remain 

at critical staffing shortages, so we 

want to make sure that we’re con-

tinuing to do everything that we can 

to limit the risk to our students and 

staff and families and community.”

The district continues to work 

with Rock County and with Dean 

Health Services on its vaccination 

plan, he said.

“We wouldn’t be distributing vac-

cines to our staff members through 

RELATED
• House unveils impeachment res-

olution: The House of Representatives revealed 
one article of impeachment alleging ‘incitement 
of insurrection’ against President Donald Trump 
on Monday./6B

• Steil steadfast behind Trump: 
The Republican congressman from Janesville 
denounces effort to impeach Trump for a second 
time and the president’s banishment from Twit-
ter, Facebook./3A

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Turn to ANSWERS on Page 7A

Turn to CEDAR on Page 7A

Milton schools prepare for reopening

Dahman

Superintendent thinks 
staff members could start 
getting vaccinated soon

Turn to CAPITOL on Page 7A

Turn to REOPENING on Page 6A
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