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By Jonah Beleckis
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CHICAGO
Activists and politicians on both 

sides of the political spectrum are 
calling for an end to qualified immu-
nity, a practice they say largely pro-
tects police from accountability when 
officers are sued for unconstitutional 
acts.

Meanwhile, a federal appeals court 
is reviewing whether a Walworth 
County sheriff ’s deputy fits under 
the qualified immu-
nity doctrine after he 
fired into a vehicle 
during a botched East 
Troy drug bust in Feb-
ruary 2016, killing the 
car’s passenger.

Then-deputy Juan 
Ortiz shot and killed 
Christopher J. Davis, 
who died two weeks 
before his 22nd birthday as he sat in 
the passenger seat next to the driver, 
Jose G. Lara, who eventually pleaded 
guilty to two drug and fleeing charges.

Ortiz later became a detective at 
the sheriff ’s office. Dan Necci, the dis-
trict attorney at the time of the shoot-
ing, ruled the shooting justified.

Doretha Lock-Davis, Christopher 
Davis’ mother, sued Ortiz and other 
law enforcement officials and juris-
dictions over “deliberate indiffer-
ence and negligence” leading to her 
son’s death, also alleging some officers 
destroyed squad-car camera video 
recordings.

But the attorney representing 
Ortiz is asking the U.S. 7th District 
Court of Appeals in Chicago to over-
rule a lower court’s decision and 
decide that Ortiz is covered under 
qualified immunity.

Qualified immunity is a Supreme 
Court doctrine that shields officers 
from liability—even if rights are vio-
lated—unless there is “clearly estab-
lished” law from a prior case with the 
same circumstances.

Proponents of the doctrine say it 
protects officers who have to make 
quick decisions.

A bill before Congress
Justin Amash, a conservative con-

gressman from Michigan, tweeted 
June 3 that he and Ayanna Pressley, 

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

For Parker High School 
senior Martha Medrano-Ra-
mos, graduation is an accom-
plishment made sweeter by 
adversity.

After moving to Janes-
ville from Honduras in eighth 
grade, Martha had to learn 
a new language and culture 
while also fighting cancer.

And while graduation looks 
different than she imagined 
thanks to COVID-19 restric-
tions, Martha couldn’t hide 
her joy Wednesday.

“I’m just super happy,” she 
said as she laughed with her 
younger sisters in her fam-
ily home as their cat, Ruby, 

Clearing hurdles

Medrano-Ramos  
overcame leukemia  
en route to diploma

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Martha Medrano-Ramos moved to Janesville from Honduras in eighth grade. Since then, she has 
learned a new language and culture while overcoming leukemia that was diagnosed during her  
sophomore year.
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JANESVILLE

If you asked Saree Behm 
and her family what separates 
the Craig High School senior 
from other high school stu-
dents, they would likely say 
her upbeat personality, abil-
ity to persevere and occasional 
sassy nature.

Being legally blind likely 
wouldn’t make the list.

In fact, some of her peers 
and teachers were completely 
unaware of her visual impair-
ment, partly because Behm 
never let it slow her down.

She graduated with the rest 
of Craig’s Class of 2020 this 
week.

“It means I conquered 
something. I stuck it out for 13 
years. I got a really good edu-
cation, and I’m going to col-
lege. I think I did pretty good,” 
she said of graduating high 
school. She was also a member 
of the track and field, gymnas-
tics, and swim teams.

Behm’s vision is around 

20/2,400, which means she 

sees from 20 feet away what a 

person with perfect vision can 

see at 2,400 feet. She was born 

with congenital cataracts, or 

clouds in the lenses of her eyes 

that can cause blindness.

“My vision is horrible,” she 

said with a wide smile Friday.

“I’m pretty sure if you were 

to put yourself in my shoes, 

you’d be like ‘Holy mackerel, 

that’s all you can see?’”

Roger and Teresa Behm 

adopted Saree from China in 

2007 when she was 6½ years 

old and the parents were both 

53. Congenital cataracts can 

be corrected, but because of 

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Janesville Craig graduate Saree Behm was born in China and came to the United States when she was  
6 years old after Roger and Teresa Behm adopted her. Saree Behm is legally blind, but her adoptive  
family was fully equipped to help her succeed because Roger Behm is also blind.

Who should 
be held  

to account?

Ortiz

Her perseverance  
set Craig grad  

Saree Behm apart
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Qualified immunity,  
at issue in local case, 

draws nationwide scorn
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Suspect sought
Janesville police are  

looking for a 17-year-old 

boy in connection to a 

Saturday shooting on  

the city’s south side. 
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Step forward
After a quiet rookie 

season, Packers 

edge rusher Rashan 

Gary prepares for 

bigger role in 2020. 
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Sinking feeling
Coronavirus pandemic 

having a more lasting 

effect on the American 

job market than some 

people expected.  
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