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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 43 | Low 21  

Mostly sunny, 
breezy and cooler
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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Expanded eligibility for COVID-19 
vaccines, announced Tuesday by the 
governor, will help efforts to get people 

vaccinated and stop the spread of coro-

navirus, local health officials say.

Gov. Tony Evers announced Tuesday 

that all Wisconsinites 16 and older will be 

eligible to receive vaccine beginning Mon-

day.

State health officials had planned to 

open up vaccinations to the general public 

May 1, but case rates have been rising over 

the past two weeks, mirroring a national 

rise in infections.

The expanded eligibility will help get 

people vaccinated by eliminating ques-

tions or concerns about whether or not 

they are eligible, said Jessica Turner, Rock 

County public health communications 

specialist.

“I think that our providers are going to 

be very excited with this announcement 

that everyone will be eligible,” Turner 

said.

The change will remove more chal-

lenges than it creates, Turner said, but 

there will still be wait times for some 

people to get vaccine appointments.

Some providers might continue to 

prioritize certain vulnerable or highly 

exposed populations, she said.

Eric Thornton, president of SSM Health 

St. Mary’s Hospital-Janesville, said people 

should be patient when looking for vac-

cine appointments.

Current appointment schedules were 

built to accommodate previous eligibility 

County buoyed by eligibility expansion

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

T
odd Hultzman and Kraig Rapp 
worked in the bell tower of 
Janesville’s Nativity of Mary 

Church on Tuesday, preparing three 

massive bells to make sounds they 

have not performed for years.

They worked in cramped quar-

ters, sharing the small space as wind 

rushed through louvered openings 

about 100 feet above the street.

They were working under dead-

line. The Rev. Dan Ganshert plans to 

start a traditional daily series of peals 

as early as today.

The bell technicians went to work 

by climbing six flights of narrow 

wooden stairs, likely original to the 

118-year-old church building, which is 

commonly referred to as St. Mary’s.

The bells, tarnished over time, 

hang about halfway up the 200-plus-

foot tower. A shiny, gold-colored 

metal ball hangs in the middle of the 

largest bell, the 2,000-pounder named 

St. Cecilia.

“That’s a brand-new clapper in 

there, with new springs,” Hultzman 

said. “All three bells have new swinger 

assemblies, and we put new bear-

ings on the little bell, which is way up 

there (overhead). And now we’re put-

ting a striker on the big bell here.”

The “little” bell is the 600-pound 

St. Joseph. The third bell weighs 1,000 

A familiar ring

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Kraig Rapp, an employee of Cincinnati-based The Verdin Co., shimmies into a tight corner while working with a partner inside 
Nativity of Mary Catholic Church’s bell tower to replace broken mechanical components that operate three large bells. The larg-
est bell, seen here, weighs 2,000 pounds.

All residents 16 and older  
allowed to get COVID-19 
shot starting next week

By Rebecca Kanable

Adams Publishing Group

The Milton City Council voted Tuesday to pur-

sue two options for fire and emergency medical 

services: complete consolidation with the Janes-

ville Fire Department or a standalone depart-

ment that would not include Janesville or the 

town of Milton.

Currently, the town and city of Milton have 

50-50 ownership of the Milton Fire Department.

The city council initially considered three 

options for services but decided not to consider 

a previously presented option that factors in con-

tributions from other municipalities.

“It’s not that we’re not interested in what the 

towns do or what Janesville does, but at the end 

of the day, the decision is the city 

of Milton’s and the city of Mil-

ton’s alone to make,” Milton City 

Administrator Al Hulick said.

Ultimately, city voters will 

make the decision because the 

options presented Tuesday night 

will require the city to conduct a 

referendum.

“Janesville has told us that at 

the end of this year, they are done 

with the shared services agreement,” Hulick 

said. “Something has to change. We cannot stay 

the same.”

Robust conversations need to take place, he 

said.

“We need to continue to move forward,” 

Hulick said. “I believe it is our council’s opin-

ion that we should chase solutions, not dollars.”

In March, officials from the town of Milton 

expressed interest in negotiating with Janes-

ville to completely consolidate the two depart-

ments, as it had in December, but said it also is 

Nativity of Mary church  
in Janesville refurbishes  

its long-silent bells

Turn to RING on Page 9A

Turn to VACCINES on Page 9A

Staying online
City of Janesville officials 

anticipate conducting  

public meetings online until 

at least June while waiting 

for broader COVID-19  

immunity. Page 3A

Winning ways
Janesville Craig’s boys and 

girls cross country teams 

outpaced Janesville Parker 

and Beloit Memorial at 

Rockport Park in Janesville 

on Tuesday. Page 1B

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases .......... 16 +11 14,763
Deaths ........ 1 +1 164
 Total Change
Hosp. .....8 (March 29) +4 (from March 22)
Tuesday’s positivity rate: 18%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

City of Milton  
narrows choices 

for providing 
EMS, fire coverage
Agreements with town of Milton, 
city of Janesville could end soon

Hulick

Turn to FIRE on Page 8A
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