
Gazette
The

WISCONSIN’S BEST NEWSPAPER

Friday, October 4, 2019 • Our 174th year • $1.50

Classified . . . . . .7B-8B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .5B

Legals . . . . . . . . . . . .4B

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .6A

Nation/World  . . . . .6B

Opinion . . . . . . . . . . .4A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . . .8B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . .8A

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 60 | Low 44  

Clouds and  
breaks of sun
More on 7A

Arrest made
Authorities arrested 

a Janesville woman 

on suspicion of being 

involved in an Illinois 

homicide. Page 3A

Senior Night sweep
Janesville Craig’s volleyball 

team beat Madison East  

in straight sets in its final 

conference home match  

of the season. Page 1B
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

E
dgerton High School students 
this year are running a labora-
tory that raises fish and grows 
lettuce, and they consider that 

just part of going to school.

For the first time, juniors and seniors 

can enroll in a class that uses the school 

district’s new facility for aquaponics, 

which involves growing plants in a soil-

less system with water, teacher Tony 

DeWar said.

“There has been nothing but 

excitement and anticipation to actually 

get this system up and running,” Super-

intendent Dennis Pauli said.

Funding for the facility was donated 

by the late Bill Wartmann, a longtime 

supporter of education in the district.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above and below: Abigail Willey works Thursday in Edgerton High School’s aquaponics lab. Willey is using a tool to make sure lettuce 
seeds have a proper place to germinate once they’re planted.

Float on
Edgerton High students operate  
school’s aquaponics laboratory  
for on-hands science lessons

Chief says upgrade could lead 
to better business prospects

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Janesville Fire Department’s 

improved insurance rating could draw 

businesses to town and make residents 

feel safer, Fire Chief Ernie 

Rhodes said.

The national Insur-

ance Services Office last 

week bumped Janesville’s 

fire services rating from 

Class 3 to Class 2, which 

Rhodes said is a signifi-

cant change.

Ratings are used by 

insurance carriers to determine rates for 

commercial and residential properties.

The change from Class 3 to 2 likely will 

lower commercial property insurance 

rates by a noticeable amount, Rhodes 

said.

Residential rates are less likely to 

change. Changes in rates are determined 

by insurance carriers, Rhodes said.

Low insurance rates draw business 

owners to plant roots in Janesville, 

Rhodes said.

Insurance Services Office ratings 

range from 1 to 10, with 1 being the best 

rating. Janesville is one of 45 fire depart-

ments in the state with a Class 2 rating, 

according to data provided by Rhodes.

Six departments in the state have Class 

1 ratings.

Janesville’s fire department had a 

Class 3 rating for at least 28 years, said 

By Zeke Miller and Jill Colvin

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President  Donald 

Trump on Thursday pub-

licly encouraged China to 

investigate Democratic 

political rival Joe Biden, 

thumbing his nose at an 

impeachment inquiry into 

whether a similar, private 

appeal to another foreign 

government violated his 

oath of office.

Trump declared at the 

White House, “China should 

start an investigation into 

the Bidens.” He said he 
hadn’t previously asked 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping to investigate the for-
mer vice president and his 
son Hunter, but it’s “cer-
tainly something we could 
start thinking about.”

By publicly egging on 
China, Trump was ampli-
fying the message he had 
delivered in private to the 
president of Ukraine. That 
message, revealed by a gov-
ernment whistleblower, 
has spawned the impeach-
ment investigation by the 
House. Trump, who has 
defended his contact with 

Ukraine as “perfect,” went 
further in expanding his 
request to China, a commu-
nist world power that has 
much at stake in its rela-
tionship with the United 
States in an ongoing trade 
war.

The boldness of Trump’s 
call Thursday also suggests 
he will continue to act as 
though requests for other 
countries to investigate 
potential opponents in the 
2020 election are normal, 
even in the face of broad 
condemnation from Dem-
ocrats and some Repub-
licans. It’s a tactic Trump 

has used 
s u c c e s s -
fully before, 
p u s h i n g 
ques t ion -
able secret 
conversa -
tions into 
the open, 
h e l p i n g 
to inoculate him against 
charges that he is engaged 
in nefarious action, cov-
er-ups or obstruction of 
justice.

Vice President Mike 
Pence stepped in to defend 
Trump on Thursday, saying 
Americans have a right to 

know about 
the wrong-
doing the 
pres ident 
a l l e g e s , 
despite no 
e v i d e n c e 
to support 
w r o n g -
doing by 

Biden, a top contender for 
the 2020 Democratic nom-
ination.

Biden’s campaign chair-
man said Trump’s asser-
tions merely show he’s 
afraid of facing Biden in 
next year’s election. House 
intelligence committee 

chairman Adam Schiff, 

who has a leading role in 

Congress’ impeachment 

inquiry, said Trump’s com-

ments suggest “he feels he 

can do anything with impu-

nity.”

Trump’s appeal to China 

evoked his public call in 

2016 for Russia to track 

In public’s view, Trump solicits China
As he did in private call with Zelenskiy, he suggests Xi investigate his potential 2020 opponent Biden

Trump Pence

Insurance 
rating up  

for fire  
department

Rhodes
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RELATED
• Sen. Johnson reacts: Wis-

consin’s GOP senator defends Presi-
dent Trump’s calls for investigations 
into Joe and Hunter Biden./2A
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