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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6B
•William “Jay”  
Banaszynski Jr.
•James Brown  
Campbell IV
•Mark. A. Clough
•Janice Cornford

•Anne M. Curtis
•Charles “Chuck” Drays
•Julie Ann Higgins
•Thomas J. “TJ”  
Hilst-Poland
•Theodore J.  

Keener Sr.
•Donald A. Marx
•Terry M. Peterson
•Lillian M. Rhyner
•Harold L. Vance

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 52 | Low 34  
Occasional rain 

this morning
More on 7A

Steil sponsors bill 

to end shutdowns
US Rep. Bryan Steil is 

backing a bill that would 

keep the government 

funded if Congress fails to 

pass a budget. Page 3A

New homes
Longtime Packers Cobb, 

Matthews leave Green 

Bay to join new 

teams for the 2019 

season. Page 1B

Immigration ruling
The Supreme Court ruled Tuesday 

that the Trump administration can 

hold legal immigrants indefinitely 

if they have crimes on their record 

that could trigger deportation. 

Page 6B

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Obesity, sexually trans-

mitted infections and smok-

ing remain some of Rock 

County’s top health concerns 

based on data from the 2019 

County Health Rankings and 

Roadmaps.

The 2019 rankings  

released Tuesday show 

Rock County has seen small 

changes since last year, most 

of which were no surprise, 

said Nicholas Zupan, epide-

miologist for the Rock County 

Health Department.

Rock County fell from 

58th to 59th out of 72 coun-

ties in the state for health out-

comes, but Zupan said that is 

not alarming.

The County Health 
Rankings and Roadmaps 
is a collaboration between 
the University of Wisconsin 
Public Health Institute 
and Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation. The organiza-
tion compiles data and pro-
vides a snapshot of pub-
lic health for almost every 
county across the country.

Obesity, sexually transmit-
ted infections and smoking 
remain chief concerns in the 
county, and the data reflects 
that, Zupan said.

Rock County slips one 
spot in health rankings

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

In coming weeks, the 

YMCA of Northern Rock 

County plans to mend fences, 

starting in its backyard in 

downtown Janesville.

Among the legwork: Y 

leaders plan to meet with 

the United Way Blackhawk 

Region, a major grant-fund-

ing organization the Y lost 

as a financial backer last 

year amid mounting con-

cerns over a lack of financial 

transparency in grant appli-

cations.

The Y also plans to build 

stronger ties with the Boys 

& Girls Club of Janesville, a 

nonprofit that serves youths 

in a building adjoining the Y’s 

downtown facility on Dodge 

Street, officials said.

Those and other moves 

were discussed with The 

Gazette in a lengthy inter-

view last week with Interim 

Y Director Jon Lange, new 

board President Steve Yeko 

and new board member Ron 

Ochs, a former banker and 

local nonprofit leader.

It’s the first time the Y’s 

leaders have sat down with 

the media since an uproar 

among members went pub-

lic late last year. The board 

had communicated exclu-

sively via written statements 

in recent weeks.

The overtures to the com-

munity come in the wake 

of major upheaval among Y 

leaders, including the depar-

ture last month of longtime 

CEO Tom Den Boer and the 

resignation of several board 

members.

The shakeup began in 

December after a group of Y 

members went public, loudly, 

with claims that Den Boer 

and former board President 

Obesity, smoking 
among top concerns

Turn to RANKINGS on Page 5A

By David Pitt and Margery Beck

Associated Press

DES MOINES, IOWA

Farmer Jeff Jorgenson looks 

out over 750 acres of cropland 

submerged beneath the swollen 

Missouri River, and he knows he 

probably won’t plant this year.

But that’s not his biggest worry. 

He and other farmers have worked 

until midnight for days to move 

grain, equipment and fuel bar-

rels away from the floodwaters 

fed by heavy rain and snowmelt. 

The rising water that has dam-

aged hundreds of homes and been 

blamed for three deaths has also 

taken a heavy toll on agriculture, 

inundating thousands of acres, 

threatening stockpiled grain and 

killing livestock.

In Iowa’s Fremont County alone, 

Jorgenson estimates that more 

than a million bushels of corn and 

nearly half a million bushels of soy-

beans have been lost after water 

overwhelmed grain bins before 

they could be emptied of last year’s 

crop. His calculation using local 

grain prices puts the financial loss 

at more than $7 million in grain 

alone. That’s for about 28 farmers 

in his immediate area, he said.

Once it’s deposited in bins, grain 

is not insured, so it’s just lost money. 

Floods threaten Midwestern ag
Iowa, Nebraska farmers 

face deeper hardship

Cars are stuck 
in floodwaters 
Tuesday in 
Fremont, Neb. 
Flooding is ex-
pected through 
the week in 
several states 
as high water 
flows down the 
Missouri River.

Associated Press

RELATED
• Health and housing: The 

County Health Rankings and Roadmaps 
report found about 13 percent of 
Wisconsin residents spend more than 
half their income on housing, which 
affects what they can spend on health 
care, including medication and trans-
portation./2A

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Sharon Coogan, left, helps light a candle for 2-year-old 
Ismail Jitmoud as he’s held by Sabrina Erschen on Tuesday 
during a community prayer and vigil for the victims of the mass 
shooting in Christchurch, New Zealand. The Janesville Muslim 
Dawa Circle and First Congregational Church co-hosted the 
vigil. Left: Salih Erschen, left, director of the mosque, and the 
Rev. Tanya Sadagopan from the church walk through down-
town Janesville as a part of the event. Below: People pray at 
the mosque. For a photo gallery of this event, go to gazette 
xtra.com/galleries.

YMCA tries 
to rebuild 
reputation

MORE INFORMATION
To read related coverage 

on the YMCA of Northern 
Rock County, visit gazette 
xtra.com/ymca

Group reaches out  
to a top fundraiser

Turn to YMCA on Page 7A

Turn to FLOOD on Page 7A

Congregations come together to honor Christchurch shooting victims
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