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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 73 | Low 58  

Partly sunny  
with a shower
More on 10A

Packers win
Randall Cobb’s two 
TDs help Green Bay 
down Pittsburgh,  
27-17. Page 1B

Super savings
Report: Mercyhealth 
has saved Medicare 
nearly $45 million 
since 2014. Page 3A

©2021 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

Net losses
Chinese government  
taps internet giants’ 
wealth to cut reliance 
on U.S. tech.  Page 6B
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BELOIT
A School District of Beloit 

employee who allegedly covertly 
recorded a female victim faces addi-
tional charges after more videos 
showing other victims, including 
an underage female, were identi-
fied, according to an amended crim-
inal complaint filed in Dane County 
Court.

Andrew P. Liebergen, 49, of 
Verona, allegedly used a device to 
record videos of a female victim with-
out consent from November of 2020 
until January of 2021 in the bedroom 
of a Madison-area home.

Liebergen allegedly used a hidden 
camera hidden in a 
wi-fi signal repeater 
and a night-light hid-
den camera, the com-
plaint shows.

As part of the 
investigation, multi-
ple laptops, includ-
ing those belonging 
to the School District 
of Beloit, were seized.

The new complaint claims evi-
dence recovered during a forensic 
exam of the computers found “hun-
dreds of videos from a hidden cam-
era” in a basement bedroom and two 
bathrooms of the home, according to 
the complaint.

The videos allegedly showed the 
original female victim—whose age 
was not listed in the complaint—a 
12-year-old female and the victims’ 
mother, the complaint states.

Liebergen was originally charged 
with capturing an intimate repre-
sentation without consent and mis-
demeanor invasion of privacy by use 
of a surveillance device. He now faces 
two additional counts of capture an 
intimate representation and capture 
an intimate representation of a vic-
tim younger than 18.

Liebergen was arrested March 
19, 2021, while at Converse Elemen-
tary School in Beloit. Before his 
arrest, Liebergen served as a literacy 
instructional coach at Converse. He 
was placed on paid administrative 
leave.

A request for comment regard-
ing an update to the leave status was 
not returned by a district spokesper-
son as of press time Sunday. A search 
of the district staff directory on Sun-
day showed Liebergen remained an 
employee of the district.

Liebergen was released March 23 
on a $500 signature bond as the case 
remains pending. He will appear next 
on Dec. 10, in Dane County Court for 
a pretrial conference, court records 
showed.

Liebergen

School 
employee 

faces more 
charges 

Man accused of recording 
female without consent

Wisconsin Public Radio

MADISON
A report published by the 

Wisconsin Policy Forum shows 
the state’s bars and restaurants 
are recovering, but have not 
reached pre-pandemic levels.

This is not because of a lack 
of customers or jobs, the report 
shows. It’s because restau-
rant and bar owners can’t find 
enough willing workers.

“We have seen customers 

coming back, and we’ve seen 

a lot of our long-time regulars 

coming back. The biggest prob-

lem that we’re having is staff-

ing and having enough staff to 

handle the demand,” said Chris 

Wiken, owner of The Packing 

House in Milwaukee.

On a busy night, Wiken has 

to let tables sit empty, simply 

because he doesn’t have the 

staff to serve them.

Food service has been 

one of the hardest-hit indus-

tries during COVD-19, with 

employment at bars and 
restaurants plummeting by 
nearly 50 percent in April 2020. 
According to last week’s report, 
employment was still down 8.8 
percent in August compared to 
pre-pandemic levels in August 

2019.

“Overall, what we’re seeing 

is the restaurant and bar indus-

try in Wisconsin has recovered 

quite a bit, but that it’s recovery 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A 169-year-old mansion 

that housed Janesville’s first 

surgical hospital stands on a 

little-traveled street on Janes-

ville’s near-east side.

The house was designed 

by the same architect who 

designed the famed Tallman 

House across the river.

It once housed an asylum 

for people with mental illness, 

and it was a drama school that 

produced a silent-film actor.

With a history like that and 

the house’s Italianate good 

looks, it’s no surprise some 

believe ghosts haunt it.

But this story is not about 

any of those fascinating topics. 

It’s about the house’s residents 

for the past three decades.

Their story began when 

Alan Callies bought the run-

down, abandoned house in 

1990. Windows were broken. 

Youths had played inside.

Callies, an architect, fell in 

love with the place. He was 

joined by Randy Gurney and 

Lisa St. Clair and others over 

the years who paid rent but 

also formed an unusual fam-

ily unit.

This was at a time when 

gay people were not always 

welcome to be themselves in 
local society, they said.

The three and another 
longtime house resident, Rob-
ert Wendt, sat down to remi-
nisce with a Gazette reporter 
Saturday.

Their close bonds were evi-
dent as they told stories and 
joked about days gone by.

“They are my brothers,” St. 
Clair said. “They’ve been there 
through every good and every 
bad thing that happened.”

“That’s what family does,” 
Gurney said.

Gurney and Callies, a 
divorced couple who still live 
together, raised five children 
in the house. In 1996, they 
threw a 30th birthday party 
for St. Clair.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Alan Callies, Randy Gurney, Lisa St. Clair and Robert Wendt, left to right, stand outside The Sutherland House in Janesville on Saturday. The 
169-year-old historic home owned by Callies has been the location of the Sutherland Family Party, a lawn party celebrating gay pride that took 
place each summer from 1997 through 2019.

State eateries recovering, but not to pre-virus levels
 Æ Customers coming back, 

but staffing remains an issue
We have seen customers coming back, and we’ve seen a lot of our 

long-time regular coming back. The biggest problem that we’re hav-

ing is staffing and having enough staff to handle the demand.

Chris Wiken, owner, The Packing House in Milwaukee

“ ”

A party of love
Historic city home 
has been longtime 
safe place for gays

SUTHERLAND HOUSE 

HISTORY 
The James B. Crosby 

House, 1005 Sutherland Ave., 
Janesville, is named after its 
original owner and is on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places.

The house became Oak 
Lawn Hospital in the 1880s 
and later was an asylum for 
the mentally ill and those suf-
fering from tuberculosis.

It was owned in the 
early 1900s by Lawrence J. 
Vaughan, a Catholic priest 
who ran a drama school there.

Current house resident 
Robert Wendt has discovered 
that Alan Dinehart, a silent-
film actor, studied there.
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