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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 64 | Low 42  

Rain and a t-storm 
this morning
More on 9A
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Motorcycles bearing American flags, 

a repurposed military-style truck and 

about 20 cars drove laps around the Buf-

falo Wild Wings parking lot Saturday after-

noon, honking horns for President Don-

ald Trump.

One man leaned out the window of a 

car pasted with Trump stickers yelling 

“Keep America Great!” through a mega-

phone. Another car sporting a painting of 

the president and the words “Trump Train” 
blared sirens as it drove past onlookers in 
the Hobby Lobby parking lot.

In a nearby car, two women began to 
blast “FDT,” a 2016 rap song about hating 
Trump. They turned up the volume as the 
parade of cars approached.

“We knew this was coming here. We 
were ready for it,” said one woman, who 
asked not to be identified because she 
feared retaliation at work.

“I’m just ready for it (the election) to be 
over,” she said.

The scene in those Janesville parking 
lots likely is a common one across the 
nation.

As the Nov. 3 election approaches, 
political tensions are high. Supporters of 
Trump and Democratic presidential can-
didate Joe Biden are in their own corners 

making a final push for their candidates.

Jay Saporiti of Beloit drove his truck, 

fitted with large American and Trump 

2020 flags, in Saturday’s parade. He said 

about 100 cars were in the parade at one 

point.

“We want to bring awareness that the 

silent majority isn’t so silent. We’re out 

Signs of the times

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Yard signs supporting both presidential candidates, as well as others seeking public office, 
can be found on lawns throughout Janesville.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Despite a global pan-

demic, economic uncer-
tainty and low early esti-
mates, Rock County crop 
farmers are hopeful for a 
profit on this year’s crops.

“If we look at today’s 
market prices, where we’re 
at with soybean and corn 
prices today is where three 
or four months ago farmers 
never dreamed we’d see this 

year,” said Nick Baker, Rock 

County agriculture agent.

As COVID-19 closed 

down global markets, agri-

culture markets struggled. 

Baker said agriculture is 

intertwined with daily life 

and the overall economy. 

He cited corn’s use in eth-

anol production: People 

had fewer reasons to leave 

the house during the pan-

demic, so less ethanol was 

Harvesting hope
Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

The sun begins to set as soybeans are harvested recently from a field along Cleophas Road, southwest of Janesville.

Soybeans  
are ready for  
harvesting on 
County J south 
of Janesville.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Anyone looking to 

tour homes in person 

during this year’s Janes-

ville Parade of Homes is 

out of luck.

But not totally out of 

luck.

The South Central Wis-

consin Builders Associa-

tion still intends to host 

the annual showcase of 

renovations and new 

homes designed and built 

by local builders, albeit a 

month later than usual.

The biggest differ-

ence—one that’s become 

predictable in the era of 

COVID-19—is that the 

parade of homes includes 

no in-person open houses 

or in-person showings. 

This year, mostly because 

of the ongoing pandemic, 

the parade will launch 

Oct. 31 as a virtual-only 

event that will stretch for 

several months.

Builders association 

Executive Officer Heidi 

Van Kirk said the home 

builders trade group will 

have a new web page that 

will offer people immer-

sive, 360-degree visual 

tours of homes in this 

year’s parade. The site 

goes live Oct. 31 with vir-

tual tours for nine new 

homes in Janesville along 

with renovated spaces 

and outdoor landscaping 

upgrades.

Van Kirk said it wasn’t 

uncommon at past events 

to see 30 or 40 people 

arrive at once at an open 

Parade of homes 
will march along 

with virtual event

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
One of a dozen new and remodeled homes being shown 
virtually during this year’s South Central Wisconsin Build-
ers Association Parade of Homes is shown on Janesville’s 
far northwest side. This year’s parade will allow people to 
view homes online for free, with 360-degree virtual tours 
starting Oct. 31. Organizers eliminated in-person show-
ings and open houses because of COVID-19.

With election weeks away, 
supporters mark territory

Corn, soybean 
prices trending  
up for farmers

Showings to start 
online Oct. 31

Turn to SIGNS on Page 9A

Turn to HOPE on Page 9A

Turn to PARADE on Page 9A

Back on top
LeBron James powered the 

Los Angeles Lakers to the 

franchise’s record-tying 

17th NBA championship 

with a Game 6 win Sunday 

night. Page 1B

Hearings begin
The Senate Judiciary 

Committee is expected 

to begin interviewing 

Supreme Court nominee 

Amy Coney Barrett today. 

Page 7B
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