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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Aaron M. Arndt
•Merlyn “Red” Dahl
•Laura A. Enright
•Sara J. Heller
•Remy Christopher Konitzer
•Gloria J. McCann

•Elaine C. Schumacher
•Kenneth T. Soergel
•Howard Swacina
•Mary Jane Weber
•Ruth E. Whittum

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 59 | Low 50  

Cool with rain  
and drizzle

More on 9A

Booted
The Bucks were eliminated 

from the NBA playoffs  

Tuesday night with Giannis 

Antetokounmpo sidelined 

with sprained ankle. Page 1B
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By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Rock County prosecutors 

have charged a Brodhead 

man with repeatedly sexually 

assaulting four brothers over 

the last 11 years.

The sexual  assault 

allegations, including rape 

and inappropriate touching, 

against Crane A. Herr, 30, of 

2428 S. Dickey Road, date 

from 2009 until perhaps as 

recently as a few weeks ago, 

according to the criminal 

complaint filed Friday.

When talking about one of 

the victims, Herr said he was 

in “relations with the others” 

and that he “sort of wanted to 

do it with the next one,” the 

complaint states.

He was charged with four 

counts each of repeated sex-

ual assault of a child and 

exposing a child to harmful 

material, which in this case 

appears to be pornography.

One victim told Rock 

County Sheriff ’s Office offi-

cials Aug. 28 that Herr sexu-

ally assaulted him for about 

five years starting when he was 

13 and ending when he moved 

out of state to live with a rela-

tive, the complaint states.

Herr told detectives the 

assaults started with that 

victim when the two would 

play a game that eventually 

became sexual.

He said he “groomed” 

one of the other victims (but 

denied grooming the oth-

ers), which to him meant, 

“You take your time to gain 

Brodhead man accused of sexually assaulting four boys he knew 11 years

Herr

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

The Orfordville Parkview 
School District and Rock County 
Christian School in Beloit are 
among the latest school dis-
tricts or schools to report pos-
itive cases of the coronavirus 
among staff or students.

Two “individuals” have 
tested positive for the virus in 
the Parkview School District, 
Superintendent Steve Lutzke 
said in an email Tuesday.

He said the incidents have 
not changed how the district 
is delivering instruction to stu-
dents this week.

Rock County Christian 
announced that an undisclosed 
number of students had tested 
positive and the school was dis-
continuing in-person instruc-
tion Tuesday, according to a 
voicemail sent to parents.

Ron Gruber, head of school 
at Rock County Christian, could 
not be reached for comment. In 
his voicemail, Gruber told par-
ents the school was in contact 
with the health department and 
said families will be notified if 
their students were exposed.

Asked for comment, the 
Rock County Public Health 

More 
schools 
report  
cases

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Left: Delavan-Darien head coach Hank Johnson helps sanitize gear as players head into the locker room after Tuesday’s practice. Sanitizing is one 
of several protocols the team has adopted to try to keep players healthy and coronavirus free. Top right: Football players with Delavan-Darien’s var-
sity squad run sprints Tuesday at the end of their first practice of the season. Bottom right: Assistant coach Kyle Polzin works with Erik Cesarz on 
his positioning while running through defensive responsibilities with players during practice. Read more about how the Comets are approach-
ing this unusual football season on Page 1B.

Prep football players back on the field

Parkview district,  
Beloit private school 
see virus infections

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Virtual learning will look dif-

ferent in 2020-21 if the coronavi-
rus forces the Janesville School 
District to pivot from in-person 
classes to fully virtual education.

Classes will be more com-
prehensive than those offered 
after school buildings closed in 
March. The length of time that a 
classroom, school or the district 

switches to virtual learning will 

depend on the outbreak, officials 

said.

“As we begin that exciting 

start to the school year, we also 

understand that it brings very 

unique challenges this year and 

so we want to be prepared if we 

need to pivot to distance learn-

ing,” Allison DeGraaf, district 

director of learning and inno-

vation, told the school board 

Tuesday.

Students learning in person 

this school year will participate 

in “social-distanced learning 

days.” Students will be in school 

buildings but learning as if they 

were socially dis-

tanced so staff 

and students can 

see what works 

and what doesn’t 

before such a 

change might be 

needed, DeGraaf 

said.

Teachers also 

received training 

on distance learning in August.

Rock County health officials 

have told The Gazette that deci-

sions about classroom or school 

closings or pivoting to virtual 

learning will be up to district 

administrators with guidance 

from the health department.

Janesville Superintendent 

Steven Pophal will work with the 

department before making such 

a decision. School and health offi-

cials will compare other sets of 

data such as positivity rate and 

will rely on multiple statistics 

before deciding whether to close 

a classroom or school.

One of those statistics is the 

absentee rate—that is, if 7.5% 

of students and staff are absent 

from school because of illness, 

In case of outbreak, pivot

DeGraaf

Janesville school officials describe  
protocol for switching to virtual learning
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