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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 10A
•Donald B. Bigelow Sr.
•Gary J. Calkins
•Gerald “Jerry” Clifton
•Irene E. Dowey
•Debra “Deb” K. Ensley
•David M. Hill

•RoseMary Johnson
•Janice Marie “Jan” 
Mazurek
•Margaret E. Moran
•Joan M. Nesbit
•George David Patrick

•Donald Lee Quarterman
•Orpha “Jean” Roberts
•Kenneth Scheid
•Beverly (Joyce) White

Dueling differences
Separate televised town hall 

events mark contrasts in  

presidential candidates’  

temperaments, views on racial 

injustice and pandemic  

responses. Page 11B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 55 | Low 35  
Cool with clouds 

and sunshine
More on 11A
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By Lisa Gauthier Mitchison

Angie’s List

Winter weather can take a 

losing heat is to get an energy 

audit. It can pinpoint any heat 

loss, whether it’s from the attic, 

windows or walls.

A DIY project is installing 

fastening and re- 

secure sagging or 

loose gutters. Also, 

clean the gutters to 

avoid overflowing 

and icicles. 

Make sure down-

spouts reach at least 

5 feet from the house 

to avoid flooding and 

water damage.

Your lawn and garden

Now is the time to 

aerate and reseed the 

lawn. You can also 

use a winterizing fer-

tilizer if you want to.

Cut back overgrown 

branches near the house and 

near any electrical wires. Ice 

and snow buildup can cause 

anches to break, potentially 

Tools

Prepare seasonal tools, 

such as snow blowers, with 

a tune-up, which includes a 

light coating of oil to prevent 

rust. Make these tools (includ-

ing snow shovels and salt) eas-

ily accessible so you don’t have 

to dig them out when you need 

them. Make sure everything is 

in proper working order.

Get your lawnmower ready 

for long-term storage by clean-

ing away leaves, mud, grass and 

other debris.

Inside the house

Get your chimney inspected 

and cleaned to avoid uninten-

tional and dangerous fires. It’s 

also time for a furnace tune-up.

Make sure your humidifiers 

are clean and have new filters 

Tips for inside 

and outside 

your house

Time to winterize
Before it gets colder, it 

might be a good idea to 

make sure your home is 

prepared for the havoc 

winter can wreak. Home 

& Money, inside

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Even though the number of 

kids arrested in Rock County fell 

precipitously over a decade, racial 

disparities for Black youth per-

sisted, according to data shared 

Thursday.

In 2008, there were 5,264 

youth arrests in Rock County. 

That number decreased almost 

every single year, reaching 1,780 

in 2018, the last year listed for 

this data point in a presentation 

on racial disparities in the local 

youth justice system.

Over the decade, Black kids 

made up between 28.3% (in 2010) 

and 35.5% (in 2012) of youth 

arrests in the county, despite 

making up just 8.4% of the youth 

population in 2010 and 9.6% of 

it in 2018—when they made up 

32.9% of youth arrests.

Kelly Mattingly, head of the 

Rock County Criminal Justice 

Coordinating Council, shared the 

Sept. 30 presentation prepared by 

Kendra Schiffman, a data analyst 

with Rock County Human Ser-

vices, in advance of a council 

meeting Thursday.

“That was one of the most use-

ful and helpful PowerPoint pre-

sentations that I’ve seen,” Mat-

tingly said Thursday.

The council, made up of local 

officials from the criminal jus-

tice system, has been working to 

address racial disparities, includ-

ing in the juvenile justice system.

Like arrests, the data on youth 

in secure detention in Rock 

County has also dropped—going 

from 648 in 2008 to 217 in 2018, 

according to the presentation. 

Black youth were again dispro-

portionately admitted to secure 

detention.

The presentation said it used 

relative rate data to examine 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A new owner plans to transform Legends Tavern and the adjacent empty lot into Genisa, an Italian-style wine bar with 
event space, an upper-floor apartment and an all-season patio with a view of the Rock River.

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
As Rock County sets 

records for COVID-19 cases, 
hospitalizations and pos-
itive test rate, the coun-
ty’s judges have decided to 
again put a pause on hold-
ing jury trials until Nov. 9 
at the earliest.

Judges Daniel Dillon 
and John Wood told The 
Gazette earlier this week 
that they are looking at 
alternative sites, such as 
a large room at the Rock 
County Job Center, to even-
tually hold jury trials.

The judges announced 
in a news release shared 

late Wednesday that lim-
ited in-person court appear-
ances for other matters can 
continue, although most 
hearings are being done 
via video.

Those who appear in per-
son must wear masks and 
review health screening 
questions at the courthouse 
entrance, the announce-
ment states.

An Oct. 1 state Supreme 
Court order allowed coun-
ties to withdraw their 
approved plans for reopen-
ing so those counties could 
make changes based on 
the state of the pandemic 
locally.

And in Rock County—
much like other coun-
ties across the state—
virus spread is not under 
control, and several local 
data points have recently 
reached record highs.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A large room in the Rock County Job Center in Janesville is 
staged with chairs and tables to test the location as an alter-
native site to hold jury trials outside the Rock County Court-
house. Space at the job center allows for more flexibility to 
better ensure physical distancing.

Data: Number of Rock County youths arrested has dropped
But racial disparities 

remained over a decade

LEGENDS TAVERN TO GET NEW LIFE Judges suspend 
jury trials again

Rock County  
officials consider 
alternative sites

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The soon-to-be new owner of the building that 

houses Legends Tavern plans to turn the blue-col-
lar downtown bar into an upscale wine bar that he 

says will honor his family and the 
building’s original architecture.

Television executive and Janes-
ville native Greg Hughes said the 
circa-1865 Italianate building at 11 
N. Main St. will retire its 37-year 
moniker, Legends, by April and 
reopen as Genisa—a sleek Italian 
wine bar.

The future night spot is part 
of a three-piece set of renovations 

Hughes said will start this fall with top-to-bottom 
renovations of the building’s long-unimproved 
third and fourth floors.

Preliminary designs call for a short-term rental 

Hughes

Upscale 
wine bar 
planned
Janesville native also envisions  
rental condos, reception space  

and all-season patio
Turn to LEGENDS on Page 11A

Turn to DATA on Page 12A

Turn to TRIALS on Page 12A
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