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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Melanie “Lala” Bach
•Josef Braeu
•Muriel K. Bumgarner
•Rafael J. Hernandez Sr.
•Kevin McCarten

•Doris E. Nelson
•Marian E. Olsen
•Timothy J. Sullivan
•Joan Dolores VanPamel
•Tre’ron L. “Gambino” White

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 41 | Low 28  

Cloudy, breezy 
and cooler

More on 7A

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Gov. Tony Evers said Thursday that the state 

budget he proposed is “pretty close” to not rais-

ing taxes, even though it would increase them 

by $1.3 billion over two years.

Evers, in an interview on WTMJ radio, said 

that there “may be some small tax increases.” 

The comments drew an incredulous reaction 

from Republican legislative leaders.

“Is this a joke?” Senate Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald tweeted. “The governor’s bud-

get contains over $1 billion in tax hikes after 

he told Wisconsin voters he planned to not 

raise taxes at all.”

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos tweeted that 

it was indisputable Evers wants to raise taxes 

and, “It’s unfortunate that (Evers) can’t even 

admit it.”

Evers promised during the campaign not to 

raise taxes, only to then put forward a budget 

that would raise the gas tax and some vehicle 

For GOP,  
more taxes  
no ‘small’  

matter

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A 
tiny moment of weak 
March sunshine lights 
up Miriam’s face as she 
dances, hands raised in 

the air.

Around her, women and girls 

dance in celebration of their free-

dom from slavery.

Even when the sun disap-

pears behind the clouds, the 

stained-glass story shimmers, the 

natural variations in the glass cre-

ating movement and life.

First Congregational United 

Church of Christ will unveil two 

new stained-glass windows to its 

congregation Sunday. The two 

windows, which were installed 

this week, will be dedicated offi-

cially at an April 7 service that 

will honor the families of the 

donors.

It’s the first time in more 

Women  
of Scripture

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Chris Scharpf, an employee at Gilbertson’s Stained Glass of Lake Geneva, lowers a panel to a person outside the church as the glass 
is positioned Thursday at First Congregational United Church of Christ in Janesville.

Gilbertson’s Stained Glass employee Mike Marousek 
installs a kite-shaped pane of glass at the peak of a 
new stained-glass window showing water at First Con-
gregational Church in Janesville on Thursday.

Janesville church’s new windows  
pay homage to pair of biblical women

By Lisa Mascaro, Alan Fram and Catherine Lucey

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

In a stunning rebuke, a dozen defecting 

Republicans joined Senate 

Democrats on Thursday to 

block the national emergency 

that President Donald Trump 

declared so he could build 

his border wall with Mexico. 

The rejection capped a week 

of confrontation with the 

White House as both parties 

in Congress strained to exert 

their power in new ways.

The 59-41 tally, following the Senate’s 

vote a day earlier to end U.S. involvement in 

the war in Yemen, promised to force Trump 

into the first vetoes of his presidency. Trump 

Evers’ characterization  
of his budget irks lawmakers

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

After years of researching the issue, 

Rock County will launch an interactive 

online map within the next month that 

identifies areas with potentially high 

levels of groundwater nitrates.

Rock County Board members accepted 

a $2,500 grant from the National 

Environmental Health Association on 

Thursday night. The fellowship has pro-

vided some Rock County Public Health 

Department employees training on data 

visualization.

Over the past few years, the county 

has earned several grants to address its 

dangerously high groundwater nitrate 

levels, which are some of the highest in 

Wisconsin.

Rick Wietersen, the environmen-

tal health director for Rock County’s 

Department of Public Health, said 

Senate blocks 
emergency 
declaration

Republicans join Democrats  
in opposing president’s order

Interactive map will track county’s nitrate risks

Trump

Materials in groundwater 
can lead to health problems
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IN OTHER NEWS
The Rock County Board voted 17-9 to form an ad hoc Health Insurance Plan Advisory 

Committee. The committee will include 15 county employees and three county board 
members.

Members will be assigned to review new health insurance options for county employ-
ees and recommending a plan to the county board. The committee’s formation comes 
as the county is looking to replace its current insurance plan in 2020.

Retail addition
Ashley Furniture 

plans to open a hybrid 

showroom and outlet 

store on Janesville’s 

north side in May. 

Page 3A

Emphatic win
Marquette ended a four-game losing 

Big East Tournament by beating 

St. John’s 86-54 in a  

Big East Tournament 

quarterfinal game. 

Page 1B

Mosques attacked
Multiple deaths were  

reported in mass  

shootings at two mosques 

in New Zealand today; four 

people had been taken  

into custody. Page 6B
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