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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Happy Bell
•Ronald E. Fawcett
•Sue A. Harris
•Willis Eugene Haseman
•Stanley M. Knilans
•Rick M. Krueger
•Gary J. Lynch

•Gerald L. Miller Sr.
•Doris E. (Lentz) Pardee
•Mary Lou (Johnson) 
Peterson
•Roberto Quinones
•Nicole Marie Schultz
•James H. Secor

•Dale F. Shumway
•Clarice E. Spoerry
•Davonta James  
Thomas Jr. II
•Thomas J. Yardley

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 31 | Low 14  
Clouds breaking; 

breezy, colder
More on 9A

Relief en route
After days of delay  

during which previous 

relief lapsed, President 

Donald Trump signs  

pandemic relief bill 

passed last week. Page 7A

Smash of the Titans
Packers punish Tennessee 

with 448 yards of offense, 

including 234 rushing 

yards, in a 40-14 rout 

Sunday night. Page 1B
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By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

C
harles “Catfish Malone” 
Millard had his own 
gravitational pull.

His generosity and 

loving charisma drew people in, 

said Holly Millard, one of his 

daughters.

He was like a celebrity 

in Edgerton and the small 

communities within it. His wife 

of nearly 60 years, Rochelle, said 

a neighbor boy dressed up as 

him for Halloween one year.

“We rarely got out of the 

restaurant without him stopping 

at four or five different tables,” 

Holly said. “Nope, he’s talking to 

everybody.”

At his beloved baseball 

games, too. Whether he was 

playing or manning the popcorn 

wagon—a community staple 

that sold his favorite snack—he 

would be chatting with people 

long after the games ended (and 

beyond when his kids wanted to 

go home).

That same pull that drew 

everyone to Catfish was what 

he felt was keeping him in Rock 

County.

He never liked to leave, but 

Shelley Rubitsky, his other 

Mourning a mainstay

Anthony Wahl/Adams Publishing Group
Rochelle Millard recently lost her husband, Charles ‘Catfish Malone’ Mil-
lard, to COVID-19. The two were married in 1960 and celebrated nearly 
60 years of love and laughter together.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

For TAGOS freshman Logan Levitski, school 

always felt more like a burden than an opportu-

nity as he worked his way through elementary 

and middle school.

But his recent project at TAGOS Leadership 

Academy, the city charter school that utilizes proj-

ect-based learning, has Levitski motivated to both 

focus on his schooling and pursue college after.

“I didn’t really care for school that much 

before,” Levitski said. “But then something with 

Education 
revelation 

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
TAGOS Dean of Students Marianne McGuire works with student Logan Levitski to research his project on mental 
health and other contributing factors of the 1999 Columbine shooting. As part of his research, Levitski reached out 
to present Columbine High School Principal Scott Christy.

Levitski conducts research for his project on mental health 
and other contributing factors in the 1999 Columbine shoot-
ing.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Emergency room doc-

tors at SSM Health St. 
Mary’s Hospital-Janes-
ville couldn’t save a rela-
tively young, extremely sick 
patient who came into the 
ER with COVID-19.

That’s a foreign feeling 
for doctors in the emer-
gency department, said John 
Russo, vice president of med-
ical affairs.

“There was really noth-
ing we could do, and that’s 
foreign to most of us in the 
ER,” Russo said. “... We hav-
en’t in the past seen people 
so young, so sick, and feel 

like there’s 
nothing we 
can offer.

“At least 
i n  t h a t 
i n s t a n c e , 
it’s more of 
a helpless 
feeling than 
we’re used 
to.”

R u s s o 
and Sta-
cey Wood-
man, direc-
tor of the 
emergency 
department 
at St. Mary’s, 
agree the 
coronavirus 

pandemic has led to patients 
arriving in the emergency 
department much sicker 
than usual, whether they 
have COVID-19 or not.

The emergency depart-
ment’s census is generally 
lower now than it was about 
a year ago, but patients who 
are coming in are sicker than 
usual, Woodman said.

That’s happening, in part, 
because people are postpon-
ing medical services in rela-
tion to the pandemic, Wood-
man said.

Some people are avoiding 

health care facilities because 

of perceived risk of COVID-

19 exposure.

Others had services can-

celed or postponed while 

hospitals suspended elec-

tive procedures this spring, 

causing delays for patients 

nationwide.

“If you wait too long and 

you don’t get the care that 

you need in a timely fash-

ion your mortality goes up 

quite a bit,” Woodman said. 

“... We have had some situ-

ations where people have 

waited much too long, and 

they end up coming to our 

ER either pulseless and 

non-breathing or they get 

here and they go downhill 

really fast.”

It causes strains on emer-

gency departments because 

sicker patients require more 

care and more resources, 

Woodman said.

A few months ago, Wood-

man said, the emergency 

department simultaneously 

saw two people who did not 

have pulses and were not 

breathing, which is rare for 

St. Mary’s.

A lot of work had to be 

done, but both patients had 

‘A helpless feeling’

Russo

Woodman

Edgerton’s ‘Catfish Malone,’ 85, died of COVID-19 in October

Emergency room doctors say they are 
caring for sicker patients during pandemic

The emergency department’s 

census is generally lower now 

than it was about a year ago, 

but patients who are coming 

in are sicker than usual, said 

Stacey Woodman, the  

emergency department  

director at SSM Health St. 

Mary’s Hospital-Janesville. 

That’s happening, in part,  

because people are  

postponing medical  

services in relation to the 

pandemic, she said.

TAGOS project helps student  
discover value of school

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases .......... 124 +58 11,824
Deaths ........ 1 0 111
 Total Change
Hosp. .....38 (Dec. 23) -7 (from Dec. 16)
Sunday’s positivity rate: 64%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.
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