
WEATHER • 9A

TODAY
35°/19°

A little p.m. snow, 
up to 1”

SUNDAY
43°/39°

Mostly sunny 
and milder

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 5A, 8A

Professor to battle firing
A tenured UW-Whitewater professor who 

was dismissed last week by the UW System 
Board of Regents plans to seek a judicial re-
view of the decision in Walworth County Court. 
Chris Henige was hired to teach art history at 
UW-W in 2001 and received tenure in 2007. The 
UW regents voted Feb. 8 to uphold a decision 
by the Personnel Matters Review Committee to 
dismiss the associate professor. Henige’s case 
stems from a complaint from Robert Mertens, 
interim dean of the College of Arts and Com-
munication, who sought Henige’s dismissal “for 
harassing and bullying behaviors.”

STATE • 2A

Assembly OKs wetlands bill
Republicans moved closer Thursday to re-

laxing wetland regulations, passing a conten-
tious bill that would allow builders to fill certain 
marshes and bogs without a permit through the 
Assembly. The chamber passed the bill 58-39, 
sending it on to the Senate, which is expected 
to vote on the proposal Tuesday. Passage is all 
but certain. From there the bill would go to Gov. 
Scott Walker’s desk.

NATION/WORLD • 6B

A pivotal battle for Paul Ryan?
Immigration legislation fared poorly in 

the Senate, and it’s not looking any easier in 
the more conservative House where it is be-
ing framed as another test of the leadership 
of Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis. Ryan and oth-
er House GOP leaders are scrambling to find 
enough GOP votes to pass a measure that’s even 
more restrictive than a proposal by President 
Donald Trump that flopped spectacularly in the 
Senate on Thursday.
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DEATH NOTICE • 8A
•Dianne Marie Thomas/Darien

OBITUARIES • 8A
•Dale W. Barry/Janesville
•Patricia “Pat” Braun/Brodhead
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Lifestyle

Roads Traveled

Roommate 

By Danielle Braff

Chicago Tribune

A
fter a weekend getaway to Pittsburgh years 

ago, Julia returned to her Chicago apartment 

to find clothing, liquor bottles and sex toys 

cluttering her living room.

A giant candle had burned a hole in her carpet, 

she said, and a naked stranger was sleeping in  

her bed.

“I told my roommate I was going to take my 

dog for a walk and would be back in an hour, and 

during that time, if she could clean up, de-sheet my 

bed and get rid of the guy, I would greatly appre-

ciate it,” said Julia, then 23, now 36, who lives in 

a northwestern suburb of Chicago and asked that 

her last name be withheld for privacy concerns.

According to a December Zillow analysis, 30 

percent of unmarried adults between the ages of 23 

and 65 are living with others—either roommates or 

relatives—which is a jump from 21 percent in 2005. 

When it comes to young people ages 23 to 29, more 

than half live in doubled-up households. So the 

question of who we live with—and how we find 

them—is perhaps more germane than ever.

Swipe right  

to find your next one Tinder-style

Roommates  

Barrett McBride 

and Jordan  

Zaplatosch talk 

about living  

together in their  

Logan Square 

apartment  

in Chicago.

Tribune News Service

Turn to ROOMMATES on Page 5C

breakups?

COMING SUNDAY

Looking for a new 
roommate? Now  
(wait for it) there’s  
a Tinder-style app  
for that ./living

By Eric Tucker

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

In an extraordinary indictment, the U.S. spe-

cial counsel accused 13 Russians on Friday of an 

elaborate plot to disrupt the 2016 presidential 

election, charging them with running a huge 

but hidden social media trolling campaign 

aimed in part at helping Republican Donald 

Trump defeat Democrat Hillary Clinton.

The federal indictment, brought by spe-

cial counsel Robert Mueller, represents the 

most detailed allegations to date of illegal 

Russian meddling during the campaign that 

sent Trump to the White House. It also marks 

the first criminal charges against Russians be-

lieved to have secretly worked to influence the 

outcome.

The Russian organization was funded by 

Yevgeny Prigozhin, the indictment says. He 

is a wealthy St. Petersburg businessman with 

ties to the Russian government and President 

Vladimir Putin.

Trump quickly claimed vindication Friday, 

noting in a tweet that the alleged interfer-

ence efforts began in 2014—“long before I an-

nounced that I would run for President.”

“The results of the election were not impact-

ed. The Trump campaign did nothing wrong—

no collusion!” he tweeted.

But the indictment does not resolve the col-

lusion question at the heart of the continuing 

Mueller probe, which before Friday had pro-

duced charges against four Trump associates. 

U.S. intelligence agencies have previously said 

the Russian government interfered to benefit 

Trump, including by orchestrating the hacking 

of Democratic emails, and Mueller has been 

assessing whether the campaign coordinated 

with the Kremlin.

The latest indictment does not focus on the 

hacking but instead centers on a social me-

dia propaganda effort that began in 2014 and 

continued past the election, with the goal of 

producing distrust in the American political 

process. Trump himself has been reluctant to 

acknowledge the interference and any role that 

it might have played in propelling him to the 

White House.

The indictment does not allege that any 

American knowingly participated in Russian 

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

When six members from the Janesville First 

Baptist Church descended into San Jaun, Puer-

to Rico, last week, they noticed the blue roofs.

“We found out later it was tarps,” Julia Am-

stutz said.

Hurricane Maria pulverized Puerto Rico 

when it hit in September, officially leaving at 

least 64 dead and millions without power or 

water. Five months later, many tarps remain.

The Janesville church members arrived in 

Puerto Rico on Feb. 6. Members of a mission 

trip team started planning a project last year, 

and they were originally going to the Domin-

ican Republic. A twist of fate landed them in 

Puerto Rico to fix a roof instead.

At a church in Cidra, about 30 miles south 

of San Juan, part of a carport roof was ripped 

from the church by Maria’s 150 mph winds, 

volunteer Dan Drozdowicz said. The torn piece 

cartwheeled across the building’s metal roof, 

punching about 26 holes in the sanctuary’s 

ceiling.

Drozdowicz said the piece had to weigh at 

least 80,000 pounds.

One of the holes in the ceiling was 16 feet 

wide by 13 feet long, Drozdowicz said. Anoth-

er member of the trip, Jean Schaefer, said the 

sanctuary was soaked in water and covered in 

black mold.

They had to wear hazmat suits while 

By Kelli Kennedy,  

Curt Anderson and Tamara Lush

Associated Press

PARKLAND, FLA.

The FBI received a tip last 

month that the suspect in the 

Florida school shooting had 

a “desire to kill” and access 

to guns and could be plotting 

an attack, but agents failed to 

investigate, the agency said 

Friday. Florida Gov. Rick Scott 

called for the FBI’s director to 

resign because of the missteps.

Attorney General Jeff Ses-

sions said the shooting that 

killed 17 people Wednesday 

was a “tragic consequence” of 

the FBI’s failure and ordered a 

review of the Justice Depart-

ment’s processes. He said it’s 

now clear that the nation’s pre-

mier law enforcement agency 

missed warning signs.

In more evidence that there 

had been signs of trouble with 

the suspect, Broward County 

Sheriff Scott Israel said at a Fri-

day news conference that his 

office had received more than 

20 calls about Nikolas Cruz in 

the past few years.

A person close to Cruz 

called the FBI’s tip line on Jan. 

5 and provided information 

about Cruz’s weapons and his 

erratic behavior, including his 

disturbing social media posts. 

The caller was concerned that 

Cruz could attack a school.

In a statement, the agen-

cy acknowledged that the tip 

should have been shared with 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

I
n the past five months, the 
Wisconsin School for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired 
has reopened the school 
store, improved security and 

created a giant bulletin board to 

celebrate students for their efforts 

to be kind.

These might seem like small 

things, but they reflect the larger 

changes in the school’s culture.

At the center of many of those 

changes is Susan Tucker, who start-

ed as the school’s principal in Oc-

tober.

She loves the students, is amazed 

by the staff and would like to see 

more students with visual disabili-

ties to come to the school, she said.

“We have so much to offer kids 

with visual impairment,” Tucker 

said.

Tucker, who previously worked 

in special education in Racine, 

brings with her advanced degrees 

in curriculum and instruction, spe-

cial education and the schooling 

and certification to be an admin-

istrator.

When she interviewed for the 

job, she hadn’t been to the school 

but knew about it.

She and her special education 

colleagues in Racine had evaluat-

ed a student for placement at the 

Wisconsin School for the Blind and 

Visually Impaired. On the day they 

toured the school, Tucker wasn’t 

able to go.

“Our team was so impressed 

with what they offered here,” Tuck-

er said.

That stuck in her mind.

And when she arrived, she was 

struck by the students’ attitudes.

“You’re never, ever going to meet 

a group of kids that are going to 

say to you, ‘You’re going to love our 

school,’” Tucker said. “The students 

here are comfortable with who 

they are.”

Tucker already has launched 

some new programs including:

 � Positive Behavioral Interven-

tions and Supports, better known 

by its initialism, PBIS.

The system, which is used in the 

Janesville School District, rewards 

students for positive behaviors. It 

also works to teach students, in a 

nonjudgmental manner, what the 

proper behaviors are.

“I might hear, ‘We’re struggling 

with this child, and let’s see how 

many times in a day he does some-

thing wrong,’” she said. “That’s the 

She is changing focus at Wisconsin School for the Blind and Visually Impaired

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Susan Tucker is the new principal at the Wisconsin School for the Blind and Visually Impaired. Since she started the 
job in October, she has been making changes in the way the school operates.

A new vision

Janesville’s First Baptist  Church lends a hand in Puerto Rico
IF YOU GO

What: Volunteers speak after a mission trip 
to Puerto Rico

When: 9:30 a.m. Sunday
Where: Janesville First Baptist Church, 3414 

Woodhall Drive.

FBI failed 
to check 

tip on 
suspect

Agents failed 
to investigate report 
received in January

Grand jury charges Russians
13 individuals, three companies implicated in plot to interfere with 2016 election
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Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Anika Einbeck, right, of the Rock County Fury con-
trols the puck as Badger Lightning’s Lizzy Patton 
pursues Friday at the Janesville Ice Arena in WIAA 
regional action. The Fury scored a record nine goals 
in the opening period on their way to a 12-1 victory.  
Rock County will play the Madison Metro Lynx in a 
sectional semifinal Tuesday. Story, Page 1B.

Fury set team record in win
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