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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Richard “Rick” Lutes
•Joseph T. Lytle
•Susan P. Shank
•Robert J. Silha
•John A. Waddell

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 81 | Low 58  

Beautiful with 
clouds and sun

More on 7A

Agents explained
The U.S. attorney based in 

Milwaukee says the federal 

agents the government 

plans to send there will  

not be working on protests 

in the city. Page 2A

Shutout win
Brandon Woodruff 

and three relievers 

held the Pirates to 

one infield single 

in the Brewers’  

3-0 win. Page 1B
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quick kicks

EVENTS

Mochrie moved

Officials at the Janesville 

Performing Arts Center, 408 S. 

Main St., Janesville, have offi-

cially moved the performance of  

“HYPROV: Improv 

Under Hyp-
nosis” 

fea-
tur-

ing Colin 

Mochrie 

and Asad 

Mecci, to 

next year.
The show, originally sched-

uled as JPAC’s gala act in May 

but later moved to Aug. 29 

because of COVID-19 concerns, 

now will take place at 8 p.m. Fri-

day, Sept. 18, 2021.

According to a news release, 

previous ticket sales will trans-

fer to the new show date. There is 

no need to repurchase tickets or 

pick out new seats. Those unable 

to attend can transfer their tick-

ets into gift cards or credit with 

no expiration date.

For more information, visit 

JanesvillePAC.org or email info@

janesvillepac.org.

FESTIVALS

Not hot

As has been the case with 

other seasonal gatherings this 

year, organizers of Edg-

erton’s Chilima-

nia festival have 

announced the 

kicks
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In ‘Living’
As COVID-19 continues to spread 

nationwide, more college students 

are considering gap years. Page 3C

By Heidi Stevens details, keeping the peace with 

the neighbors whose blocks are 

5 to 7 p.m. Castro thought how 

cool it would be to have some-

thing similar in Logan Square, 

artists who make their living 

playing music.

He called up every jazz musi-

cian he knows and invited them 

Tribune News Service

The band Orcas Are Dolphins performs July 19 in the front yard of Sergio Castro’s house along Logan Boulevard in Logan Square in Chicago. Castro 

started the “Live on Logan” series of Sunday afternoon shows about six weeks ago to provide a place for musicians to play while most venues are 

closed during the pandemic. Neighbors stayed socially distanced on the grassy boulevard while enjoying the music.

‘A labor of love’
Chicago homeowner opens front yard stage to musicians looking for place to play

kicks
Live on the lawn
Makeshift outdoor 

stage in Chicago front 

yard keeps part of the 

city’s music scene 

alive. kicks, inside

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
An anonymous petition seeking 

stricter mask requirements in Janes-
ville schools has garnered more than 

850 signatures.

The petition on change.org asks 

the Janesville School District to settle 

the mask debate for students and staff 

by requiring masks for “any in-person 

instruction” in school buildings.

The district’s return to school plan, 

approved by the Janesville School Board 

on July 14, requires masks only in spaces 

where social distancing isn’t possible.

The petition calls for masks in all class-

rooms.

Mask rules vex officials statewide
By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Wisconsin’s cities and counties are 

struggling with whether and how to enact 

local mask mandates in the absence of a 

statewide order, members of the state’s 

business community were told Wednes-

day.

Without a uniform mask law, 

Wisconsin cities and counties are left 

to decide on their own what to do. That 

has caused them many problems, lead-

ers of groups representing cities, villages 

and counties told members of Wisconsin 

Manufacturers and Commerce on a tele-

phone meeting Wednesday.

An “overwhelming majority” of Wis-

consin cities have “no intention of 

Without state order, cities, counties fend for themselvesOnline petition pushes  
Janesville school officials  

for stricter mandate

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Purple coneflowers bask in Wednesday’s midday sun in a field filled with native prairie plants near Alliant Energy’s 
West Riverside Energy Center along South Walters Road in the town of Beloit.

A bug’s life

Associated Press

PROVIDENCE, R.I.
As the world races to 

find a vaccine and a treat-

ment for COVID-19, there 

is seemingly no antidote 

in sight for the burgeon-

ing outbreak of coronavi-

rus conspiracy theories, 

hoaxes, anti-mask myths 

and sham cures.

The phenomenon, 

unfolding largely on social 

media, escalated this week 

when President Donald 

Trump retweeted a false 

video about an anti-malaria 

drug being a cure for the 

virus and it was revealed 

that Russian intelligence is 

spreading disinformation 

about the crisis through 

English-language websites.

Experts worry the tor-

rent of bad information is 

dangerously undermining 

efforts to slow the virus, 

whose death toll in the U.S. 

hit 150,000 Wednesday, by 

far the highest in the world, 

according to the tally kept 

by Johns Hopkins Univer-

sity. More than a half-mil-

lion people have died in the 

rest of the world.

Coronavirus  
misinformation 
contagious, too
Social media rife 

with questionable 
pandemic content

Associated Press
A health care worker sanitizes her equipment while work-
ing at a walk-up COVID-19 testing site earlier this month in 
Miami Beach, Fla. As the world races to find a vaccine and a 
cure for COVID-19, there is seemingly no antidote in sight to 
the burgeoning outbreak of coronavirus conspiracy theories, 
hoaxes, anti-mask myths and sham treatments.

Turn to CONTAGIOUS on Page 8A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Kwik Trip plans to review each 

of the 36 Stop-N-Go convenience 

stores the company announced 

acquiring, but it’s not yet clear if 

the four Stop-N-Go stores in Janes-

ville would remain Stop-N-Go or 

become rebranded as Kwik Trip.

Wisconsin convenience store 

giant Kwik Trip announced Wednes-
day an agreement to acquire the 
assets of Madison-based competi-
tor Stop-N-Go, including stores in 
southern Wisconsin and northern 
Illinois, according to a Kwik Trip 
news release.

Financial details of the acquisi-
tion haven’t been made public, but 
Kwik Trip plans to add Stop-N-Go’s 
locations to Kwik Trip’s own stable 
of 700 stores in Wisconsin, Min-
nesota and Iowa. The acquisition 
includes the four Janesville Stop-
N-Go locations at 714 Center Ave., 
1804 E. Milwaukee St., 3515 E. Mil-
waukee St., and 1604 E. Racine St.

According to the release, the sale 

could close in December.

Kwik Trip has made headlines for 

aggressive growth linked, in part, to 

its forays into fresh, cooked and pre-

packaged foods. Kwik Trip spokes-

man John McHugh said Kwik Trip 

has seen increased growth in fresh, 

prepackaged food sales during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, a trend he 

said comes as shoppers seek more 

convenience to spend and less time 

shopping in crowds.

McHugh said Kwik Trip ana-

lysts believe such acquisitions will 

Kwik Trip acquiring Stop-N-Go stores
Four convenience stores 
in Janesville part of deal
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