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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Mary Jo Clark
•Roy L. Denio
•Ellen E. Erdmann

•Wilhelm “Opa” Hauer
•Sharon E. (Kahn) Lee
•Barbara A. Lindner

•Betty J. Luedtke
•Loren K. Mayfield
•Louis “Louie” Olivas

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 42 | Low 26  

Mostly sunny
More on 9A ©2018 Bliss Communications. All rights reserved.

Classified . . . . .7B-10B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .5B

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .8A

Nation/World  . .6B-7B

Opinion . . . . . . . . 6A-7A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . .10B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

Support groups . . . .4A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . 10A

Parker swimmers 

win dual vs. Craig
The Parker boys swim team 

improved to 3-1 in Big Eight 

dual meets with an 89-81 

win over crosstown rival 

Craig. Page 1B

Four finalists 

in Edgerton
The Edgerton Police  

Commission has narrowed 

the field of candidates for 

the job of police chief down 

to four finalists. Page 3A

By Todd Richmond and Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Gov. Scott Walker signed a sweeping package 

of Republican legislation Friday that restricts 
early voting and weakens the incoming Demo-
cratic governor and attorney general, brushing 
aside complaints that he is enabling a brazen 
power grab and ignoring the will of voters.

Signing the bills just 24 days before he leaves 
office, the Republican governor and one-time 
presidential candidate downplayed bipartisan 
criticism that they amount to a power grab that 
will stain his legacy.

Just two hours later, a group run by former 
Democratic U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder 
announced it planned legal action to block the 
limitation on early voting.

Walker’s action Friday came as Michigan’s 
Rick Snyder, another Midwestern GOP gover-
nor soon to be replaced by a Democrat, signed 

legislation in a lame-duck session that signifi-

cantly scales back minimum wage and paid 

sick leave laws that began as citizen initiatives. 

Michigan’s Republican legislators also are 

weighing legislation resembling Wisconsin’s 

that would strip or dilute the authority of in-

coming elected Democrats.

The push in both states mirrors tactics em-

ployed by North Carolina Republicans in 2016.

Speaking for 20 minutes and using charts to 

Walker signs lame-duck GOP bills

Jim Matthews/Green Bay Press-Gazette via AP
Gov. Scott Walker talks about legislation he signed into law during a news confer-
ence Friday in Green Bay. Walker signed a sweeping package of Republican-written 
legislation that restricts early voting and weakens the incoming Democratic gover-
nor and attorney general, brushing aside complaints that he is enabling a brazen 
power grab and ignoring the will of voters.

Ignores bipartisan calls to veto bills, calling it ‘high-pitched hysteria’

I will be reviewing our options and do everything 

we can to make sure the people of this state are 

not ignored or overlooked.

Gov.-elect Tony Evers

“ ”

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

HANOVER

Korey Statton had just 

f i n i s h e d 

m i l k -

ing goats 

Thursday 

night on 

his farm in 

H a n o v e r 

when he 

saw an or-

ange glow.

Then he heard the cries 

for help.

He said the woman 

across the street was in a 

wheelchair, stuck in the 

doorway and trying to get 

out of her burning house.

“She was lucky,” Stat-

ton said, that her calls for 

help happened when they 

did. Had he been inside his 

house or still in the barn, he 

would not have heard her.

“Well, I’m always willing 

to help anybody that needs 

help,” Statton told The Ga-
zette. “She obviously need-
ed it.

“And I think it was just 
kind of an act of God that I 
heard her and was able to 
help her out.”

The woman, whose 
name Statton did not know, 
was taken to UW Hospital 
in Madison for treatment of 
possible smoke inhalation, 
Orfordville Fire Chief Steve 
Ryan said. She is in her 30s 
and was home alone at the 
time, Ryan said.

The fire, first called in 
at about 8:04 p.m. Thurs-
day, destroyed the house 
at 8418 W. Front St. in the 
unincorporated communi-
ty between Janesville and 
Orfordville.

Ryan said the house was 
a total loss. He estimated 
the value of the house and 
contents at $175,000.

The fire was under con-
trol after about 30 minutes 

‘An act of God’

Jonah Beleckis/jbeleckis@gazettextra.com
The house at 8418 W. Front St. in Hanover was a total loss after 
a Thursday night fire, Orfordville Fire Chief Steve Ryan said. 
To see video, go to gazettextra.com/multimedia

 Man helps neighbor escape 
from burning Hanover house

Statton

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

I
t’s that time of year when gin-
gerbread men leap out of their 
baking pans and run away.

They’ve been doing it since 

1875, when the story about them first 

appeared in print, according to Wiki-

pedia. But it’s possible gingerbread 

men were involved in writing the 

entry, so you’ll have to be careful with 

that information.

Here’s what we know for certain: 

Gingerbread men have been escaping 

from Harrison Elementary School 

kindergartners since Jodi Adler and 

Amanda Genung started teaching 

there.

It’s a strange phenomenon. The 

teachers spend a week on gingerbread 

men stories, gingerbread men words, 

gingerbread men poems, and on and 

on. Finally, the students make their 

own gingerbread men. But the next 

day, just as students are preparing to 

eat them limb by delicious limb, the 

little weasels (the cookies, not the 

students) take off.

We don’t like to criticize, but you 

would think the teachers would learn 

and lock them up someplace safe, 

such as the supply cupboard or a bank 

vault, with the former being more 

difficult to get into than the latter.

But we digress.

The cookies escaped again Friday, 

and the hunt was on. Two classes of 

kindergartners prowled the halls, 

being as quiet as excited 5- and 6-year-

olds can be.

Turn to WALKER on Page 9A

Turn to FIRE on Page 9A

Gingerbread men run 
away; reading ensues

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Kindergartner Zoey Wolfe smiles as she and her classmates find the missing gingerbread 
man cookies Friday at Harrison Elementary School in Janesville.

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
A conservative federal 

judge in Texas on Friday 
ruled the Affordable Care 
Act “invalid” on the eve of 
the sign-up deadline for 
next year. But with appeals 
certain, even the Trump 
White House said the law 
will remain in place for 
now.

In a 55-page opinion, U.S. 
District Judge Reed O’Con-
nor ruled that last year’s 
tax cut bill knocked the 
constitutional foundation 
from under Obamacare by 
eliminating a penalty for 
not having coverage. 

The rest of the law can-
not be separated from that 
provision and is therefore 
invalid, he wrote.

Supporters of the law 
immediately said they 
would appeal. 

“Today’s misguided rul-
ing will not deter us: our co-
alition will continue to fight 
in court for the health and 
wellbeing of all Americans,” 
said California Attorney 
General Xavier Becerra, 
who is leading a coalition of 

Turn to GINGER on Page 5A

Federal 
 judge 
strikes 

down ACA
But with appeals  

a certainty, the law 
will hold for now

Turn to ACA on Page 1A
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