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Arrest made  

after shooting
A Janesville man was 

arrested for attempted 

homicide after a shooting 

early Thursday. Page 6A

Surprise!
President Trump visits US 

soldiers in Afghanistan 

on Thanksgiving, reveals 

peace talks with Taliban 

have restarted. Page 6B

Positive thinking
The boys basketball 

coaches for Craig and 

Parker think their teams 

can be competitive in 

the Big Eight. Page 1B
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JANESVILLE

You can’t learn to operate a 30-ton vehi-

cle in a parking lot with a weight limit of 5 

tons without the parking lot turning into 

asphalt crumble. And besides, if you’re 

learning to drive a semitrailer truck, a 

fire engine, police car or ambulance, it’s 

unlikely a parking lot will give you a real 

sense of what it is like to be on the road.

In October 2018, the Blackhawk Techni-

cal College Board agreed to buy a 38-acre 

parcel of farmland just north of the col-

lege where the college planned to build 

a specialized emergency vehicle operator 

course, or EVOC, for driver training.

But after touring other courses and 

talking to businesses and public safety 

officials, the college came up with a much 

more ambitious plan. It wants to build a 

public safety and transportation center 

that would include an EVOC, a specialized 

area that would mimic an ice-covered road, 

specialized areas for semitrailer truck and 

motorcycle training, a practice tower for 

firefighters, a “tactical village” for police 

exercises, a more realistic training area for 

electrical power distribution students, a 

water retention pond that would double as 

a place to train search-and-rescue divers, 

an educational building, and a new home 
for the center for transportation studies.

The town of Rock’s zoning commit-
tee has approved the plans, and the col-
lege will break ground on the EVOC this 
spring. The state allows technical colleges 
to spend $1.5 million on new construction 
in a two-year period. At that rate, the whole 
project, which could cost between $16 mil-
lion and $30 million, would take between 
10 and 20 years to complete.

Unless, of course, the college decides to 
go to referendum.

Big dreams, small budget for Blackhawk Tech
Training facilities would take at least 10 years to build  
under current state spending limits for tech schools
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JANESVILLE

T
he football game was 
on.

The appetizers 
were served.

It was Thanksgiving, both 

inside and out.

On Thursday, the Salva-

tion Army hosted its annual 

Thanksgiving dinner inside 

its headquarters on Suther-

land Avenue in Janesville. Out-

side, volunteers were taking 

to-go orders to people who 

were homebound or otherwise 

couldn’t make it to headquar-

ters for dinner.

And everyone was thankful.

Maj. Tom McDowell, com-

manding officer of the Janes-

ville Salvation Army corps, was 

thankful for all the volunteers 

who showed up and made the 

annual meal “run like clock-

work.” Typically, the Salva-

tion Army Thanksgiving din-

ner serves between 300 and 

400 people each year. Last year 

was McDowell’s first Thanks-

giving in Janesville. He said 

he woke up that morning a lit-

tle bit nervous about the out-

come. This year, he knew the 

volunteers would come, as they 

always do, and make the din-

ner run smoothly.

Lexi Monroe was grateful 

for her two boys, Sam, 10 and 

Max, 12. This was the first year 

they volunteered, but it was 

something they always wanted 

to do.

“We wanted to be a part 

of something bigger than us,” 

Monroe said.

Tina Reinke was volun-

teering for the ninth year in a 

row. She was thankful for the 

‘Framily’ 
matters

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Tabitha Rein, right, passes plates of food to a fellow volunteer during the Salvation Army’s Thanksgiving meal Thursday in Janesville. 
Rein said helping people makes her feel joyful. Below: Rein scoops stuffing onto another plate at the Salvation Army Thanksgiving meal.

Chinese official chastises 
American ambassador  

By Yanan Wang

Associated Press

BEIJING
China reacted furiously Thurs-

day to President Donald Trump’s 
signing two bills aimed at sup-
porting human rights in Hong 
Kong, summoning the U.S. ambas-
sador to protest and warning the 
move would undermine coopera-
tion with Washington.

Hong Kong, a former British col-
ony that was granted semi-auton-
omy when China took control in 
1997, has been rocked by six months 
of sometimes violent pro-democ-
racy demonstrations.

Thousands of pro-democracy 
activists crowded a public square 
in downtown Hong Kong on Thurs-
day night for a “Thanksgiving Day” 
rally to thank the United States 
for passing the laws and vowed to 
“march on” in their fight.

Trump’s approval of the bills 
was not unexpected. Neither was 
the reaction from Beijing, given 
China’s adamant rejections of any 
commentary on what it considers 
an internal issue.

Nevertheless, the clash comes 
at a sensitive time and could upset 
already thorny trade negotiations 
between the two nations.

Chinese Vice Foreign Minister 
Le Yucheng told U.S. Ambassador 
Terry Branstad that the move con-
stituted “serious interference in 
China’s internal affairs and a seri-
ous violation of international law,” 
a foreign ministry statement said.

Le called it a “nakedly hege-
monic act.” He urged the U.S. not 
to implement the bills to prevent 
greater damage to U.S.-China rela-
tions, the ministry said.

In a statement about the meet-
ing, the U.S. Embassy in Beijing 
said, “the Chinese Communist 
Party must honor its promises to 

New US laws  
supporting 
Hong Kong 

anger Beijing

Volunteers bring the gratitude  
to Salvation Army’s Thanksgiving meal
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