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By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Here’s some good news: Some members of Janes-

ville’s class of 2020 might be done with high school.
But that’s about it for the good news.
Since Gov. Tony Evers ordered a shutdown of schools 

March 13, the Janesville School District has been grap-
pling with hundreds of issues ranging from how to feed 
kids to how to make sure all seniors graduate. Along 
with those issues, they’re also dealing with how to teach 
the very youngest children at home, if and when teach-
ers should come to work, and what to do for families 
that don’t have internet access.

It hasn’t been easy, Superintendent Steve Pophal 
said.

“We’re doing the best we can in an unpredictable 
situation,” Pophal said.

Pophal on Friday discussed with the Gazette the 
issues most concerning to parents, including:

What’s next?
During the next two weeks, teachers will work 

remotely but will connect with other staff through con-
ference calls or video conferencing. They will be learn-
ing about the best ways to teach kids with online mate-
rials, and they’ll be preparing lessons.

During this time, parents and students are asked 
to go to the Janesville School District’s website,  
janesville.k12.wi.us, and use the district’s “learning por-
tal.” It provides enrichment exercises for students of all 
ages. Using the learning portal materials is not required 
but is strongly encouraged, Pophal said.

Formal school will start April 6.

How will school work?
Teacher prep time will be from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. This 

might be used to upload materials or generally pre-
pare for the day.

Virtual school will be from 9 a.m. until noon.

School district is tracking seniors, 
changing course and focusing on basics

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

EVANSVILLE

Mackenzie and Morgan Kumm have always shared a 

special bond.

The identical twins are seniors at Evansville High 

School, and they’re as close as it gets when it comes to 

siblings.

Both work as certified nursing assistants, both plan to 

begin college next year at UW-Oshkosh, and both hope 

to earn degrees in nursing.

“We’re best friends. We do as much as we can together, 

and we’re very much alike,” Mackenzie said.

So when Morgan began having medical issues that 

required hospitalization earlier this year, Mackenzie had 

a difficult time watching her sister struggle. She used that 

experience to fuel her senior project, which will donate 

hundreds of toys to the American Family Children’s Hos-

pital in Madison.

Each senior at Evansville High School must complete 

a project that requires at least 30 hours of community 

service in order to graduate. Family and consumer sci-

ence teacher Heather Buttchen oversees the projects with 

other staff members.

“The goal behind it (senior projects) was to have an 

extension of our curriculum and to show the kids the 

power of giving back. The ones I think that are so amaz-

ing are ones when the kids have a personal connection 

like Mackenzie’s. It means more,” Buttchen said.

When it came time to pick her project, Mackenzie knew 

she wanted to do something with the hospital.

“The fact that she’s (Morgan) been there so many times, 

and they’ve always been so good with her. … Even being 

Evansville senior donates toys 
to Madison children’s hospital

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Mackenzie Kumm, left, is donating toys to a children’s hospital in Madison that supported her sister, Morgan Kumm.

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

EDGERTON
Austin Schumacher parked his unmarked 

squad truck and watched pheasant hunters  
work their way into the woods under the 
overcast, late-fall sky. The rookie Department 
of Natural Resources warden had just popped 
the lid of his salad container when the radio 
squawked: a 13-year-old boy, missing.

The boy had run away from Edgerton Mid-
dle School after a dispute with his teachers—
he swore at them before he ducked out of the 
school and headed into the swamp across the 
street. Principal Clark Bretthauser tried to 
follow but lost him in the mucky underbrush.

The boy was clad only in a T-shirt and 
sweatpants. The temperature was 39 degrees 

and falling as the sun dipped toward the 

horizon; forecasts called for a snowstorm at 

nightfall.

Schumacher put down his salad, flipped 

on his lights and sirens and headed for Edg-

erton.

Æ Æ Æ

Schumacher is 25. Growing up in southern 

Wisconsin, he fly fished and hunted “pretty 

much everything”—including deer with a 

musket. Inspired by an uncle who worked 

as a police officer, he majored in criminal 

justice at Madison’s Edgewood College. A 

post-graduation ride-along with a DNR war-

den showed him the way to a job that would 

combine police work with his love for the 

outdoors.

Missing boy, freezing swamp were formidable tests for man’s skills

Associated Press
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Warden Austin Schumacher stands 
March 5 on the edge of a marsh in Edgerton where a 13-year-old boy disappeared 
after running away from school in November 2019. Schumacher used old-school 
tracking skills to find and rescue the child moments before a snowstorm struck. 
This month, Schumacher received the DNR’s Lifesaving Award.

A tracker’s instincts

 Æ She was inspired by the care her sister 
received at the hospital earlier this year

A new  
normal
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