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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 38 | Low 33  

A bit of snow;  
4-8” storm total

More on 7A

Lockdown expands
Chinese authorities restrict 

travel for millions of people 

in three cities hoping to  

restrict the spread of a 

virus that has killed at least 

25 in the country. Page 6B

Special session
Gov. Tony Evers formally 

called for a special  

legislative session next 

week to consider bills 

to help farmers.  

Page 2A

Tight contest
Parker led crosstown foe 

Craig midway through the 

second half, but the Cougars 

still found a way to beat the 

Vikings, 43-37. Page 1B
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By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

UW-Whitewater is planning to cut 

its budget by $12 million over the next 

two years and lay off employees to com-

pensate for a “drastic decline in enroll-

ment,” the university’s chancellor 

announced Thursday.

For the third year in a row, enroll-

ment for the Whitewater campus went 

down, dropping 4.1%—from 12,084 stu-

dents in 2018 to 11,586 in 2019, accord-

ing to data from the fall semester.

Enrollment at the university’s Rock 

County campus in Janesville is down 

11.6%—from 975 students in 2018 to 862 

students this year.

An administrator told The Gazette 

on Wednesday that enrollment is down 

more than the university expected.

Chancellor Dwight C. Watson in his 

announcement said the university’s 

current plan is to make base budget cuts 

Enrollment drop portends cuts
BUDGET LISTENING SESSIONS

Dwight Watson in his announcement said the 
chancellor’s cabinet will hold listening sessions next 
week about the budget. They will be at:

 � 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 29, at the Uni-
versity Center, Room 275

 � 10 to 11 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 30, in the same room.
Watson wrote that other sessions, including one 

at the Rock County campus, will happen during the 
semester.

UW-Whitewater chancellor plans $12 million reduction over two years

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

J
ust how mad is she?

Will a dozen roses turn 
her mood around, or will it 

take more like a dozen-dozen 
roses—the 144-pack—to get you 
out of the dog house?

These are the questions local 
florist Becky Schmall wants to 
know if you order from her new 
flower subscription business, 
which she has named How Mad 
is She?

Schmall runs Once Upon a 
Blossom, a floral arrangement 
shop at 15 N. Swift St. in Edger-
ton that deals in special events 
such as weddings and funerals.

Schmall said she woke one 
night in late 2019 with a light-
bulb burning in her head like 
a bright yellow peony. She sud-
denly remembered she needed 
to renew her dogs’ member-
ship to Chewy.com, a pet 
food delivery service that’s 

subscription-based, tailored to a 

pet owner’s needs.

“Honestly, it was an epiphany 

that night,” Schmall said. “At 

the time, I was competing with 

another Edgerton floral shop. 

We all compete. Every town has 

at least one floral shop, some 

have lots.

“I thought about Chewy.com 

and I wondered, ‘Why can’t I 

do that with flowers, arrange a 

monthly subscription service 

that delivers and can be tailored 

to somebody’s budget and their 
needs?’”

To Schmall’s knowledge, her 
shop is the only florist in the 
area that has launched a sub-
scription service for flowers on 
Facebook and has an app on 
MyShopify.com to go along with 
it.

Here’s how Schmall pitches 
How Mad is She? as a floral sub-
scription service:

“You excel at upsetting the 

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Becky Schmall, owner of Once Upon a Blossom, a flower shop in Edgerton, creates an arrangement for deliv-
ery Wednesday afternoon. Schmall is starting a local subscription flower service called How Mad Is She? Sub-
scriptions range from three to 15 seasonal flower arrangements throughout the year.

Schmall creates a flower arrangement for delivery in her store.

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Gov. Tony Evers’ plan to 

create a nonpartisan redis-

tricting commission to draw 

Wisconsin’s electoral maps 

could put pressure on the 

Republicans who control the 

Legislature to consider an 

alternative plan, but it won’t 

force them to do anything dif-

ferently next year and GOP 

leaders made clear they won’t 

change course.

The legal fight over Repub-

lican-drawn maps in Wiscon-

sin in 2011 was one of the ger-

rymandering cases that went 

to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

The court refused to hear the 

lawsuit, resulting in the cur-

rent maps remaining in place 

despite Democrats’ claim that 

they unfairly favor Republi-

cans.

The Supreme Court 

later ruled last year in simi-

lar cases out of North Caro-

lina and Maryland, shutting 

the door in federal court on 

gerrymandering arguments 

Flowers OF THE month
Edgerton florist offers 
subscription service

Republicans 
reject Evers’  
redistricting 

proposal

Amber Arnold/Wisconsin  
State Journal via AP

Wisconsin Assembly Speaker 
Robin Vos, R-Rochester, left, 
and Wisconsin Senate Presi-
dent Roger Roth, R-Appleton, 
right, look on as Gov. Tony Evers 
delivers his State of the State 
address at the Capitol in Mad-
ison on Wednesday.

Governor suggests 
nonpartisan panel

By Lisa Mascaro, Eric Tucker  

and Zeke Miller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Democratic House pros-

ecutors made an expan-
sive case Thursday at Don-
ald Trump’s impeachment 
trial that he abused power 
like no other president in 
history, swept up by a “com-
pletely bogus” Ukraine the-
ory pushed by attorney Rudy 
Giuliani.

On Friday, the Democrats 
will press their final day of 
arguments before skeptical 
Republican senators, focus-
ing on the second article of 
impeachment, obstruction of 
Congress’ investigation.

As the audience of Senate 
jurors sat through another 
long day, and night, the prose-
cutors outlined how they said 
Trump abused power for his 
own personal political bene-
fit ahead of the 2020 election, 
even as the nation’s top FBI 
and national security officials 
were publicly warning off the 
theory that it was Ukraine, 
not Russia, that interfered in 
the 2016 election.

“That’s what Donald 
Trump wanted investigated or 
announced—this completely 
bogus Kremlin-pushed con-
spiracy theory,” said Rep. 
Adam Schiff, the chairman of 
the House Intelligence Com-
mittee who is leading the 
prosecution, during Thurs-
day’s session, which wrapped 
up around 10:30 p.m. EST.
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Dems 
forge 
ahead

IMPEACHMENT TRIAL

Managers: Basis  
for pursuit of Biden 
investigation ‘bogus’
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