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•William Joseph Cabanowski Jr.
•Malcolm J. “MJ” Curry
•Constance Elizabeth “Connie” Dalton
•Jerrold A. Hein

•Ross L. Jacobson
•Francis E. McCumber
•Howard Harold Woods

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 91 | Low 67  
A t-storm around 

this afternoon
More on 9A

Strawberries ready
If you want to pick your own 

strawberries this season, 

beware that the season might 

be shorter than usual due 

to recent warm and humid 

weather. Page 3A

©2021 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

Secretive serenity
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In ‘Living’
Strawberry season is coming. Check 

out these recipes to get the most 

from these flavorful fruits. Page 3C

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Mequon native and contemporary rock record-

ing artist Willy Porter will headline a series of 

four free outdoor concerts planned downtown 

this summer.

Presented by the Janesville Performing Arts 

Center, the donation-only shows 

will take place at the Marvin W. 

Roth Community Pavilion in 

Lower Courthouse Park, 51 S. Main 

St., and at the JP Cullen Pavilion at 

ARISE Town Square, 65 S. River St.

“This is JPAC’s way of saying 

thank you to the community for 

its continued support during the 

pandemic,” JPAC Executive Direc-

tor Nathan Burkart said. “Even 

though our earned revenue was way down, dona-

tions and grants were way up.”

Porter—known for albums such as “Dog Eared 

Dream,” “High Wire Live” and “Human Kind-

ness”—takes the stage at the Roth Pavilion at 

7 p.m. Friday, June 18. Rain date for the show is 

7 p.m. Saturday, June 19.

“He is bringing in some of his band members, 

and I believe this is the first show he’s doing with 

a full band since COVID-19 (started),” Burkart 

said. “He’s done some virtual shows, but this will 

be a nice little celebration for him as well as for 

JPAC.”

“I saw him live and really loved his music,” 

Burkart added. “He is a soulful, bluegrass, hybrid-

type singer-songwriter, and if you get to know 

Willy, you’ll find him to be loving and accepting. 

And his songs really speak to that.”

Roth Pavilion also will host “Take Me Home,” a 

John Denver tribute show featuring musician Jim 

. Rain date for the 

Porter

JPAC to present 

four free concerts
 Æ Milwaukee musician Willy Porter headlines 

series of shows at downtown locations

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

“You think about all the fertil-

izer and plastic involved in the 

packaging for plants to actually get 

tain-

Secretive serenity
Staff at Rotary Botanical Gardens in Janesville gearing up for onslaught of visitors

Austin Montgomery/Adams Publishing Group

These irises at Rotary Botanical Gardens in Janesville were donated by a former Janesville resident who now lives in Ari-

zona. Staff at the horticultural wonderland are planting perennials and updating sections of the gardens in anticipation 

of increased attendance after limits set by the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020.

We were down some of our volunteers, “ ”

kicks
Flower power
Sustainability and 

cost-cutting in the form 

of perennials become a 

greater focus at Rotary 

Botanical Gardens. 

kicks, inside

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

State agencies issued new fish 

consumption guidance Wednesday 

for bodies of water that lead into 

Rock County after testing showed 

high enough levels of a type of PFAS, 

which are known as “forever chem-

icals.”

Fish sampling led the state Depart-

ment of Natural Resources and the 

state’s health department to issue 

new recommendations for eating 

fish from the Yahara chain of lakes 

and waterways in Dane County flow-

ing into the Rock River, according to 

a press release and news conference 

from state officials Wednesday.

The testing from fish sampled 

in 2020 showed elevated levels of 

PFOS, which is a type of PFAS, in fish 

from lakes Monona, Kegonsa and 

Waubesa, the release states.

The state agencies then released 

fish consumption advisories for the 

“Yahara Chain waters from Wingra 

Creek, Starkweather Creek, Lake 

Monona, Lake Waubesa, Upper and 

Lower Mud Lakes, Lake Kegonsa 

and the Yahara River downstream to 

where it meets the Rock River,” the 

release states.

The recommendations are to limit 
consumption of crappie, largemouth 
bass, northern pike and walleye from 
those bodies of water to one meal per 
month.

For bluegill, pumpkinseed and 
yellow perch, the agencies recom-
mended limits of one meal per 
week. The guideline for yellow perch 
moved from one meal per month to 
one meal per week, according to the 
release.

Contamination levels were not 
high enough to issue a full recom-
mendation against eating those fish, 
officials said.

When asked what effects could be 
seen further along the Rock River, 
DNR Communications Director 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Gerry Najdowski fishes from a new dock along the Rock River 
shoreline of Angler’s Park in Janesville in November. Signs of 
PFAS, also known as ‘forever chemicals,’ have been found in 
bodies of water that lead into the Rock River.

Fish contaminated with PFAS found nearby
Officials issue guidance 

on eating fish from Yahara 
chain of lakes, waterways

Above: Tommy McEneany successfully 
leaps back onto the boat during Lake 
Geneva Cruise Line’s 105th annual tryout 
Wednesday to choose this summer’s mail 
delivery jumpers aboard the U.S. Mailboat 
Walworth. Mailboat jumpers leap onto piers 
to run daily mail to mailboxes and jump 
back before the boat pulls away. They also 
act as tour guides during the mailboat tour. 
Right: Annie McEneany looks ahead to the 
next pier during the tryout.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

The Wisconsin Sen-

ate approved Republi-

can-backed bills Wednes-

day that would create new 

hurdles for the elderly and 

disabled to cast absentee 

ballots, limit the num-

ber and location of ballot 

drop boxes, and impose 

new penalties for violat-

ing election law.

All the measures are 

almost certain to 

be vetoed by Dem-

ocratic Gov. Tony 

Evers, who has 

said he opposes 

anything that 

makes it more dif-

ficult to vote.

The proposals 

are among more 

than a dozen elec-

tion-related changes that 

Republicans are push-

ing this year after former 

President Donald Trump’s 

narrow defeat in the bat-

tleground state. They are 

part of a national push 

by Republicans to change 

election laws after Presi-

dent Joe Biden’s win. Evers 

is expected to present his 

opposition to the Republi-

can push to make it more 

difficult to vote as a cen-

tral part of his 2022 elec-

tion campaign because his 

veto stands in the way of 

them getting enacted.

“These bills are in seek 

of a problem that does not 

exist in the state of Wis-

consin,” Democratic Rep. 

Melissa Agard of Madi-

son said. “They’re making 

it harder for our friends 

and neighbors across the 

state to vote, especially 

our seniors, especially our 

people with disabilities, 

especially people 

of color. ... Plain 

and simple, this is 

voter suppression, 

and that to me is 

not OK.”

Sen. Janis Ring-

hand, D-Evans-

v i l le ,  echoed 

Agard’s concerns.

“It is one thing 

for Republicans to pro-

mote their wild conspir-

acy theories with their 

political base,” Ringhand 

said in a statement. “It is 

another thing to make it 

State Senate passes 
bills making it more 

difficult to vote

By Ariel Cohen

CQ Roll Call

WASHINGTON
Young adults in Generation 

Z are refusing the COVID-19 
shot at a higher rate than other 
age groups, a development that 
many public health experts and 
White House officials worry 

could prolong the virus’s spread 

and lead to dangerous new muta-

tions.

“For young people who may 

think this doesn’t affect you, lis-

ten up, please. This virus, even 

a mild case, can be with you for 

months. It will impact on your 

social life,” President Joe Biden 

said at the White House on 

Wednesday.

Some public health experts 

warn that young adults’ deci-

sions to shun the shot could have 

big consequences.

“I think our best bet to get 

closer to herd immunity, if not 

get there, is to pick up young 

people,” said Arthur Caplan, a 

professor of bioethics at New 

York University Langone Med-

ical Center. “They can make a 

real dent when the remaining 

adults are still sort of hardcore 

vaccine-hesitant.”

The more people who refuse 

the vaccine, the more chances the 

virus has to mutate. American 

Public Health Association Exec-

utive Director Georges Benjamin 

said he is concerned the virus will 

mutate rapidly within unvacci-

nated young and healthy peo-

ple and create a new strain that 

is resistant to the COVID-19 vac-

cines on the market.

“The best way to think about 

them is little brushfires, little 

Young adults shun COVID-19 vaccine as White House warns of risks

Evers likely to veto 
all measures

Ringhand

Turn to FISH on Page 9A
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Tryout time for mailboat jumpers
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