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Bank robberies bring 7-year prison sentence
A former Janesville man appeared Friday in federal court. Page 3A

Report says extreme heat threatens farming
‘Killer heat’ could affect outdoor agricultural activities. Page 10A

Packer Family Night 

brings out the fans
The Green Bay team’s tradition 

of holding an open practice 

for fans to enjoy drew another 

large crowd Friday night at 

Lambeau Field. Page 1B
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A group of men participate in a late afternoon pickup game of basketball Friday at Monterey Park in Janesville. 
Temperatures reached the mid-80s Friday. Similar conditions are forecast for the weekend. Forecast on Page 9A.

A perfect day for a pickup game

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A Rock County judge said Fri-

day she wants to hear from a poten-
tial witness who suggests some-
one other than the accused man 
stabbed a Janesville woman to 
death in 2017.

Julian D. Collazo, 22, is charged 
with first-degree 
intentional homi-
cide in the Dec. 
9, 2017, stabbing 
death of Christine 
Scaccia-Lubeck, 
43, in her Janes-
ville home.

Jeffrey Jen-
sen, Collazo’s law-
yer, seeks to intro-
duce evidence that 
Nicole R. Kazar, 
25, was the person 
who stabbed Scac-
cia-Lubeck, based 
on a conversation 
Kazar had with 
another inmate at 
the Rock County 

Jail.
During a motion hearing Friday, 

Judge Barbara McCrory said she 
wants to hold an evidentiary hear-
ing to tease out what the inmate 
can and cannot legally say because, 
as Assistant District Attorney Scott 
Dirks pointed out, the inmate has 
made different statements about 
what happened.

If the inmate describes what 
she claims Kazar told her, then 
that evidence would be allowed, 
McCrory said. But it would be con-
sidered hearsay if the inmate based 
the information on what someone 
else told her.

The judge’s hope is to hammer 
such details out and avoid hav-
ing debates during Collazo’s trial, 
which is scheduled for October.

Jensen’s motion asks McCrory 
to allow the evidence the defense 
is collecting from the inmate.

“If there is evidence that a third 
party had motive and opportunity 

Judge wants to hear  
from woman who suggests  
different murder suspect

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It’s that time of year.
August passes by at an unreason-

able speed and suddenly the first day 
or football practice is—wait, what? 
Tuesday!?

We asked Dr. Dan Beardmore, a 
pediatrician with SSM Health Dean 
Medical Group, about back-to-school 
physicals for kids.

His first piece of advice: Sched-

ule them now. Your doctor will not be 

able to accommodate everyone the day 

before the first practice.

Here are some more questions we 

had for Beardmore and his answers:

Q:  What do physicals involve?

A: Hearts and heads is the quick 
answer.

“When it comes to sports physicals, 

it’s a big cardiac exam and a family his-

tory of cardiac conditions,” Beardmore 

said. “That’s the primary thing. There 

are even guidelines from the American 

Heart Association about what to look 

for and ask for.”

Beadmore’s practice is focused on 

sports medicine, especially for caring 

for young athletes, according to his 

biography on the SSM Health Dean 

Medical Group website. Even without 

that specialty, doctors are going to talk 

to student-athletes about concussions.

“I always talk about concussions. 

I review past concussion history and 

talk to them about what to do if you get 

a knock in the head,” Beardmore said. 

“We want to make sure we’re taking 

care of those kids right.”

Knowledge about the danger of 

concussions is getting better thanks 

to news coverage and work the NFL is 

doing, Beardmore said.

But there’s still a gap.

“Kids that don’t come out of the 

game or where they think they’re fine 

Heads, hearts and forms: What to expect during school physicals

Beardmore

Another 
suspect?

Collazo

Kazar

By Mary Clare Jalonick and Jonathan Lemire

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump’s pick for 

national intelligence director, Texas Rep. 

John Ratcliffe, withdrew from consideration 

Friday after just five days as he faced grow-

ing questions about his experience and qual-

ifications.

The move underscored the uncertainty 

over his confirmation prospects. Democrats 

openly dismissed the Republican congress-

man as an unqualified partisan and Repub-

licans offered only lukewarm and tentative 

expressions of support.

The announcement leaves the intelli-

gence community without a permanent, 

Senate-confirmed leader at 

a time when the U.S. gov-

ernment is grappling with 

North Korea’s nuclear ambi-

tions, the prospect of war 

with Iran, and the antici-

pated efforts of Russia or 

other foreign governments 

to interference in the Amer-

ican political system.

In a tweet Friday, Trump said Ratcliffe had 

decided to stay in Congress so as to avoid 

“months of slander and libel.”

Trump didn’t cite specific media reports, 

though multiple stories in the last week have 

questioned Ratcliffe’s qualifications and 

suggested that he had misrepresented his 

experience as a federal prosecutor in Texas.

Ratcliffe is a frequent Trump defender 

who fiercely questioned former special coun-

sel Robert Mueller during a House Judiciary 

Committee hearing last week.

Even as Mueller laid bare concerns that 

Russia was working to interfere with U.S. 

elections again, Ratcliffe remained focused 

on the possibility that U.S. intelligence 

agencies had overly relied on unverified 
opposition research in investigating the 
Trump campaign’s ties to Russia.

In his own statement, Ratcliffe said he 
remained convinced that he could have 
done the job “with the objectivity, fairness 
and integrity that our intelligence agencies 
need and deserve.”

“However,” he added, “I do not wish for 
a national security and intelligence debate 
surrounding my confirmation, however 
untrue, to become a purely political and par-
tisan issue.”

Ratcliffe would have replaced former 
intelligence director Dan Coats, who repeat-
edly clashed with Trump and announced his 
resignation a week ago.

The White House in recent days fielded 
a number of calls from Republicans wary of 
Ratlciffe’s confirmation chances and uncom-
fortable with his qualifications, according 
to two administration officials not autho-
rized to speak publicly about private con-
versations.

Several news stories in recent days called 

Trump intel pick withdraws
President says Ratcliffe 
will stay in Congress, 

avoid ‘months of slander’
Ratcliffe

By Josh Boak, Joe McDonald  

and Anne D’Innocenzio

AP Business Writers

WASHINGTON

The latest tariffs Presi-

dent Donald Trump plans 

to impose on Chinese goods 

would cost U.S. households 

an average of $200 a year, 

some economists estimate, 

and would start to bite con-

sumers and retailers just as 

the holiday shopping sea-

son begins.

That cost would come 

on top of the roughly $830 

cost imposed per house-

hold from Trump’s exist-

ing tariffs, according to a  

New York Federal Reserve 

analysis.

Trump plans to tax $300 

billion of Chinese imports 

Economists: 
Tariffs could cost 

$200 per household

Consumer 
squeeze
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