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The Philadelphia Eagles parade up the Benjamin Franklin Park-
way toward the Philadelphia Museum of Art, rear, during a Super 
Bowl victory parade Thursday in Philadelphia. The Eagles beat 
the New England Patriots, 41-33, in Super Bowl 52. Schools, 
museums, courts, government offices and even the Philadel-
phia Zoo were shut down so the city could honor an underdog 
Eagles team that few outside Philadelphia thought had a prayer 
of winning the NFL title. Parade organizers prepared for as many 
as 2 million people, though city officials didn’t release a crowd 
estimate.

Philadelphia celebrates Super Bowl win
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W: Russia meddled in 2016 US election
ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates—Former President 

George W. Bush said on Thursday that “there’s pretty clear ev-
idence that the Russians meddled” in the 2016 American pres-

idential election, forcefully rebutting fellow 
Republican Donald Trump’s denials of Moscow 
trying to affect the vote.

While never mentioning President Trump 
by name, Bush appeared to be pushing back 
on Trump’s attempts to have warmer relations 
with Russia, as well as his comments on im-
migration.

The White House did not immediately com-
ment on Bush’s remarks.

“There’s pretty clear evidence that the Rus-
sians meddled,” Bush said at a talk in Abu 

Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates. “Whether they 
affected the outcome is another question.”

Bush also said that “it’s problematic that a foreign nation is 
involved in our election system. Our democracy is only as good 
as people trust the results.”

U.S. intelligence agencies have concluded Russia meddled in 
the 2016 election to help Trump win. Numerous investigations 
are under way to determine whether Trump’s campaign aided 
the Kremlin in its efforts.

Trump has repeatedly denied any “collusion” with Russia.

Police: Remains of six found in Toronto
TORONTO—Police in Toronto have recovered the remains 

of at least six people from planters on a property connected 
to alleged serial killer Bruce McArthur, officials said Thursday.

Detective Sgt. Hank Idsinga said the remains, found on prop-
erty McArthur used as storage in exchange for doing the land-
scaping, included some from one of the five men McArthur is 
already charged with killing, Andrew Kinsman.

McArthur was arrested Jan. 18 and charged with two counts 
of murder in connection with the disappearances of Kinsman 
and Selim Esen, two men last seen in the “Gay Village” district 
of Toronto. Not long after that, he was charged with the murders 
of three more men and police said they were on a wide search 
for other possible victims. Police expect to file more charges.

Investigators are still working to determine who the other 
alleged victims are from the property. They haven’t determined 
yet if they are the same men or other people.

“It’s getting bigger and we are getting more resources,” Ids-
inga said of the investigation.

Bermuda bans same-sex marriage
LONDON—The U.K. government expressed disappoint-

ment Thursday that Bermuda has abolished same-sex marriage, 
but said it would have been wrong to overturn the decision by 
the British island territory.

Bermuda’s Senate and House of Assembly passed legislation 
replacing same-sex marriage with domestic partnerships in De-
cember, and the island’s U.K.-appointed governor, John Rankin, 
signed it into law Wednesday.

British Prime Minister Theresa May’s spokesman, James 
Slack, said Britain was “seriously disappointed” by the deci-
sion, which reverses a 2017 court ruling legalizing gay marriage.

But he said it would not have been right for Britain to block 
the move.

He said the bill “has been democratically passed by the Par-
liament of Bermuda, and our relationship with the overseas 
territories is based on partnership and respect for their right 
to democratic self-government.”

Twitter makes money for first time ever
NEW YORK—Twitter made money for the first time in its 

nearly 12-year history, a milestone that satisfied investors in 
the short term but might not resolve the company’s broader 
problems any time soon.

The company is still struggling to get people to sign up, de-
spite the attention President Donald Trump’s no-holds barred 
tweets have drawn to the service. One problem: Anyone can read 
tweets without signing up. 

Twitter said it had an average of 330 million monthly active 
users in the final three months of last year, unchanged from the 
previous quarter and below Wall Street’s estimate of 333 million. 

Twitter hadn’t turned a profit until now because—competing 
with Facebook, Google and others for digital ad dollars—it didn’t 
attract enough advertising revenue to make up for its expenses. 
But it’s been cutting costs and focusing on new revenue streams, 
such as live video.

Bush
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NEW YORK

The Dow Jones industrials plunged more 

than 1,000 points Thursday, deepening a week-

long sell-off and dragging the stock market into 

an official “correction” for the first time in two 

years as fearful investors sought to get out be-

fore their losses mounted.

The rout marked a stark turnabout in in-

vestors’ mood from just two weeks ago, when 

indexes set their latest record highs. Since then, 

the Dow and the Standard & Poor’s 500 have 

fallen 10 percent, Wall Street’s traditional defi-

nition of a correction.

“In January, we talked about fear of missing 

out. What we have now is what I call fear of get-

ting caught,” said Tom Martin, senior portfolio 

manager with Globalt Investments.

The market began falling in the first few min-

utes of trading, and the pace of the declines 

worsened as the day wore on. Many of the com-

panies that rose the most over the last year have 

borne the brunt of the selling. Facebook and 

Boeing have both fallen sharply.

A hint of rising inflation and interest rates 

last week was all it took to set off a cascade of 

investor angst.

After huge gains in the first weeks of this year, 

stocks started to tumble last Friday after the 

Labor Department said workers’ wages grew 

at a fast rate in January.

That’s good for the economy, but investors 

worried that rising wages will hurt corporate 

profits and could signal an increase in inflation. 

A pickup in inflation could prompt the Federal 

Reserve to raise interest rates at a faster pace, 

which would act as a brake on the economy. In-

flation can also send bond yields higher, which 

makes it more expensive for individuals, com-

panies and even the U.S. government to borrow 

money.

Scott Wren, senior global equity strategist for 

Wells Fargo Investment Institute, said investors 

are worried that the higher wages could eat into 

corporate profits and that the Fed could “make 

a mistake” and raise rates too quickly.

The Dow Jones industrial average lost 

1,032.89 points, or 4.1 percent, to 23,860.46. 

Boeing, Goldman Sachs and Home Depot took 

some of the worst losses.

The S&P 500, the benchmark for many in-

dex funds, shed 100.66 points, or 3.8 percent, 

to 2,581. Even after this week’s losses, the S&P 

500 index is up 12.5 percent over the past year. 

The Nasdaq composite fell 274.82 points, or 3.9 

percent, to 6,777.16.

Corrections are seen as entirely normal oc-

currences, and the market, currently in its sec-

ond-longest bull run of all time, has not seen 

one in two years, an unusually long time. Many 

market watchers have predicted a pullback for 

some time, saying stock prices have become too 

expensive relative to company earnings.
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WASHINGTON

Pressure mounted on White 

House chief of staff John Kel-

ly on Thursday as questions 

swirled about his defense 

of a senior aide he fought to 

keep in a highly sensitive West 

Wing job despite accusations 

of spousal abuse from two ex-

wives.

White House staff secre-

tary Rob Porter, a member 

of President Donald Trump’s 

inner circle and arguably Kel-

ly’s closest aide, cleaned out 

his desk Thursday. But the 

aftershocks of his resignation 

reverberated amid concerns 

about his access to classified 

information.

Kelly himself faced criti-

cism for defending Porter only 
to belatedly reverse course 
hours after the publication of 
photos showing one of the ex-
wives with a black eye.

“It’s fair to say we all could 
have done better over the last 
few hours or last few days in 
dealing with this situation,” 
said White House deputy press 
secretary Raj Shah, who faced 
a barrage of questions about 
Kelly during a press briefing.

Though the allegations 
against Porter became public 
this week, Kelly learned last 
fall that something was amiss 
with the staff secretary’s at-
tempts to get a security clear-
ance, according to an adminis-
tration official who insisted on 
anonymity to discuss internal 
matters.

The chief of staff had 
sought information about the 
status of security clearance 
applications for top aides, and 
it was then he learned there 
were allegations against Por-
ter from his ex-wives, said the 

official. Porter and Kelly later 
discussed the allegations.

The White House official 
said that staffers felt misled 
about how Porter downplayed 
the allegations, both to Kelly 
at the end of the 2017 and to 
White House Counsel Don 
McGahn near the beginning 
of Trump’s term.

When the allegations first 
emerged against Porter, a 
number of senior aides rallied 
around him, and the White 
House acknowledged that per-
sonal relationships may have 
played a role in their response. 
Communications Director 
Hope Hicks, who was dating 
the staff secretary, helped 
draft the original statements 
defending him, according 
to three current and former 
White House officials.

Shah said Thursday that 
Hicks later “recused” herself 
from some aspects of the mat-
ter, but it was unclear from 
what. Kelly, meanwhile, was 
Porter’s loudest defender, in-

cluding in the first hours after 
the graphic photos of alleged 
abuse emerged.

Only later did the chief of 
staff, who had argued for Por-
ter to keep his post, release 
a second statement in which 
he said he supported Porter’s 
resignation.

Shah said Trump was not 
aware until Tuesday of the ac-
cusations against Porter, who 
was a frequent presence in the 
Oval Office and helped craft last 
week’s State of the Union ad-
dress. By the time the president 
was fully briefed of the claims 
against Porter on Wednesday, 
the once-rising White House 
star had already resigned, ac-
cording to the official.

A number of lawmakers 
criticized Kelly, and a leading 
women’s group called for the 
chief of staff to resign.

The president, for his part, 
has not signaled to allies that 
he is on the verge of making 
a change. But his frustration 
with Kelly has grown recently.

With plunge, markets enter first correction in 2 years

Kelly in spotlight after aide resigns
White House  

concedes situation 

was not handled well
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PYEONGCHANG, SOUTH KOREA

North Korean leader Kim 

Jong Un presided over an 

extravagant military parade 

in Pyongyang’s Kim Il Sung 

Square on Thursday, grabbing 

the spotlight on the eve of the 

Pyeongchang Winter Olym-

pics in South Korea to thumb 

his nose at Washington while 

making a point of showing off 

his new-found restraint to-

ward Seoul.

The parade itself had been 

anticipated for weeks.

North Korea announced 

last month that it would hold 

a big event to mark the 70th 

anniversary of the founding of 

its military.

But instead of broadcasting 

the morning event live, North 

Korean television aired an ed-

ited version later in the day, 

giving it a somewhat lower 

profile than expected.

This time, Kim fine-tuned 

his more fiery rhetoric toward 

Washington.

Kim said the parade marks 

North Korea’s emergence as a 

“global military power.”
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WASHINGTON

Without making any new 
promises, House Speaker Paul 
D. Ryan said Thursday he was 
committed to bringing an im-
migration bill to the floor as the 
“next big priority” to protect 
so-called Dreamers from de-
portation by a March deadline.

Ryan is trying to strike a 
delicate balance by appealing 
to Democrats and his own 
centrist Republicans—whose 
votes he needs to pass a 
sweeping budget deal—while 
not specifically embracing any 
particular legislative proposal 
that could alienate conserva-
tives or be met with disapprov-
al by President Donald Trump, 
whose support he needs for any 
immigration plan.

“To anyone who doubts my 
intention to solve this problem 
and bring up a DACA and im-
migration reform bill, do not,” 
Ryan said, referring to the 
Obama-era Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals pro-
gram, which protects young 
undocumented immigrants 
brought here as children from 
deportation. Trump is ending 
the program March 5, but a 
court case is allowing it to con-
tinue temporarily.

“Please know that we are 
committed to getting this done.”

The speaker’s remarks came 
a day after Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi commandeered 
the House floor for eight 
hours, pressing Ryan for a 
commitment—similar to one 
Senate Leader Mitch McCon-
nell made—to quickly address 
the issue.

Both parties want to pre-
vent deportations of the near-
ly 700,000 immigrants who 
have lived in the U.S. illegally 
as minors but now can work or 
attend school as young adults 
under DACA.

Ryan had promised when 
he took hold of the speaker’s 
gavel in 2015 that he would not 
consider legislation unless it 
has support from most of the 
GOP majority—all but dashing 
hopes of a compromise with 
Democrats—but he since has 
softened that approach and 
said he will bring forward a 
bill Trump will sign.

On Thursday, Ryan ven-
tured a bit further, suggesting 
the ultimate bill would be bi-
partisan.

“I’m confident we can bring 
a bipartisan solution to the 
floor that can get signed into 
law and solve this problem,” 
he said.

Ryan: Immigration 
is ‘next big priority’

Kim presides over parade


