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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A TODAY’S WEATHER
High 42 | Low 27  

Mostly cloudy, 
afternoon rain

More on 7A

Mild weather doesn’t 

hurt Winterfest
Lake Geneva’s annual winter 

festival saw big attendance 

numbers even though mild 

weather left snow sculptures 

a little melty. Page 3A

Kansas City celebrates 

a super comeback win
The AFC champion Chiefs won their 

first Super Bowl in 50 years by  

overcoming a 10-point San Francisco 

lead to win Super Bowl LIV 31-20  

in Miami on Sunday. Page 1B, 4B
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

MILTON
The city of Milton grew 

more than any other Rock 
County city in 2019, a state 
document shows.

Each year, the Wiscon-
sin Department of Reve-
nue releases its Net New 
Construction Report, 
which shows the amount 
of net new construction 
in communities across the 
state, grouped by county. 
The numbers reflect com-
mercial and residential 
growth minus demolition.

Milton’s 2.54% increase 
in net new construction 
topped all other cities in 
Rock County. By compar-
ison, Janesville grew by 
1.71%, and Beloit saw 1.23% 
growth.

Milton City Adminis-
trator Al Hulick said the 

numbers are a testament to 
people wanting to be part 
of the community.

“In my opinion, what 
it means 
i s  Mi l -
ton con-
tinues to 
be a loca-
tion that is 
desirable 
to live and/
or to locate 
or relocate 

your busi-
ness,” he said.

The city saw its equal-

ized value increase by more 

than $31.3 million in 2019, 

Hulick told the city coun-

cil recently.
Hulick said continued 

growth is important as the 
city tries to keep taxes low 
and avoid big hikes. Equal-
ized value growth is part 
of the tax rate equation. 
Rising total value applies 

downward pressure on the 

tax rate.

That was evident in 

Milton’s recent tax rate 

increase of just 32 cents, 

Hulick said. He thinks 

residents appreciate the 

city’s focus on maintaining 

growth.

“They understand that 

growth is important for the 

vitality of the community,” 

Hulick said. “It strength-

ens the community when 

it’s done in a responsible 

State: Milton was fastest-growing Rock County city in 2019

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Homes are in the process of being built on Gailen Lane in Milton, which had the highest percentage increase in net new 
construction among Rock County cities in 2019.

ROCK COUNTY

Construction growth comparison

 2019 NET NEW PERCENT CHANGE IN
 CITY CONSTRUCTION EQUALIZED VALUE

 Beloit $ 20.30 million 1.23%

 Edgerton  $ 5.89 million 1.59%

 Evansville $ 10.29 million 2.52%

 Janesville $ 83.72 million 1.71%

 Milton $ 10.07 milion 2.54%

 Rock County* $ 184.10 million 1.60%

SOURCE: Wisconsin Department of Revenue

Donna Felland/donnaf@gazettextra.com

*Rock County totals include municipalities that are not shown in this chart.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Erik Goth was working for Siker Furniture one 

day when a squad car rolled past his delivery van on 

Harding Street.

“That might be a fun job,” the long-haired, 20-year-

old Craig High School graduate thought to himself.

He didn’t mind cutting his hair, and he found 

through the years that joining law enforcement was 

a good choice.

Goth sat with a Gazette reporter Friday, his last 

day on the job after 28 years of policing, most of those 

years as a detective with a primary focus on crimes 

against children.

Goth can talk about interesting cases, often 

remembering the dates they began.

He remembers seeing things most people would 

not want to see, including the people who were bat-

tered, sexually assaulted or killed. He talks of the 

satisfaction of catching criminals, including long-

time child abusers.

But Goth may be remembered most not for catch-

ing evildoers but for saving children’s lives.

“One of the first things I noticed when I became 

a detective in 1998 was how often we went to infant 

deaths,” Goth said.

“The attitude of just about everybody was, ‘Oh, you 

know, babies die, it happens sometimes.”

Medical authorities alerted the public in the 1990s 

to unsafe sleep practices that led to crib death, also 

known SIDS, or Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.

Death rates dropped. There was a “Back to Sleep” 

campaign that emphasized putting infants on their 

backs to sleep.

But it remained a problem, according to the Amer-

ican Academy of Pediatrics.

Janesville was seeing an average of two infant 

deaths a year to SIDS. Goth had been in rooms with 

Stopping crime, saving lives: A Janesville detective retires

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Longtime Janesville police Detective Erik Goth retired Friday after a 
25-year career with the city of Janesville.

Ivan Moreno

Associated Press

PICKETT

At Rosendale Dairy, 

each of the 9,000 cows has 

a microchip implanted in 

an ear that workers can 

scan with smartphones for 

up-to-the-minute informa-

tion on how the animal is 

doing—everything from 

their nutrition to their 

health history to their pro-

ductivity. Feed is calibrated 

to deliver a precise diet and 

machines handle the milk-

ing. In the fields, drones 

gather data that helps 

bump up yields for the row 

crops grown to feed the ani-

mals.

Technology has played 

an important role in agri-

culture for years but it’s 

become a life and death 
matter at dairy farms these 
days, as low milk prices 
have ratcheted up pressure 
on farmers to seek every 
possible efficiency to avoid 
joining the thousands of 
operations that have failed.

“If I use 100 bags of seed 
on a field and I change the 
way I distribute the seed, I 
can yield more without a 
single extra dollar of input,” 
said Matt Wichman, Rosen-
dale’s director of agronomy. 
Such tools “are becoming 
so economically viable that 
anybody that’s of a decent 
scale is adopting these,” 
Wichman said.

Technology can mean 
survival, but it involves a 
perilous gamble: Will the 
machines produce savings 
fast enough to cover the 
debt they incur?

“The last five years have 
really been treacherous,” 
said Randy Hallett, who has 
85 cows in Casco, Wisconsin, 

In fight to survive, 
US dairy farmers 

look for tech edge
Today’s technology  
can help but also 
includes a gamble

Associated Press
Cows are milked on a large carousel at the Rosendale Dairy 
in Pickett. At Rosendale Dairy, each of the 9,000 cows has 
a microchip implanted in an ear that workers can scan with 
smartphones for up-to-the-minute information on how the 
animal is doing, everything from their nutrition to their health 
history to their productivity.

Leader of the pack

Hulick

•Maria Delrosario Salinas
•Leila J. Esser
•Arlene “Jo” Krueger
•Patricia Ann Kuykendall
•Maryon R. Range
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