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•Aileen Beth (Frande) Eaton
•Lloyd “Kim” Fisher
•Lenore Pavlick
•Marval M. Underwood

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 83 | Low 61  

Mostly sunny  
and pleasant
More on 12A

Snubs and surprises
‘Squid Game’ success, network 

favorites’ award-season failures 

caught the eyes of fans and critics 

when this year’s Emmy nominees 

were released. Page 12B

Rude send-off
Minnesota’s Jose Miranda hit  

a three-run homer in the  

bottom of the ninth, saddling 

the Brewers with a 4-1 loss 

Wednesday afternoon. Page 1B

Across the border
An OB-GYN who has practiced  

in Milwaukee and Madison is 

opening offices in Rockford,  

Illinois, to offer abortion  

medication to patients. Page 11A
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It may not impact overall 

plans to pave over a 4½-mile 
stretch of Peace Trail in Rock 
County later this year, but the 
Wisconsin Department of Nat-
ural Resources says it consid-
ers the stretch to be habitat for a 
rare and endangered type of tur-
tle.

In a notice this week, the 

DNR announced a planned 

$460,000 transformation of 

Peace Trail along the Rock River, 

from Janesville’s south side to 

Big Hill Park in Beloit, from 

crushed limestone to an asphalt 

paved surface.

In the process, the paving 

may disrupt an area that’s “con-

firmed habitat” for the ornate 

Turtle tribulations

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
The DNR says it will watch for endangered box turtles as Peace Trail between 
Janesville and Beloit, now crushed limestone, is paved with asphalt. But it 
warned this week in a notice that some turtles could perish.

PUBLIC COMMENT
To issue public comment on 

the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources’ application 
for an “incidental take” permit 
on the risk that paving the Peace 
Trail between Janesville and 
Beloit could harm ornate boxed 
turtles, an endangered and pro-
tected species, residents can 
reach out to Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources at 
rori.paloski@wisconsin.gov or 
mail a comment care of Rori 
Paloski, DNR conservation biolo-
gist, 101 S. Webster St., Madison, 
WI, 53703 by July 27.

Digging in at Ribfest in Elkhorn

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
The Republican candi-

date for Wisconsin gov-
ernor who has Donald 
Trump’s endorsement 
won’t rule out attempting 
to decertify President Joe 
Biden’s 2020 win in the 
battleground state, even 
though GOP legislative 
leaders and attorneys from 
both sides have dismissed 
the idea as impossible and 
unconstitutional.

Tim Michels, co-owner 
of the state’s larg-
est construction com-
pany, Michels Corp, told 
WKOW-TV on Tuesday that 
he would “need to see the 
details” when asked if he 
would sign a bill to decer-
tify the election results. 
Michels’ refusal to rule out 
the idea came days after 
Trump renewed his call for 
decertification following a 
4-3 ruling by the conser-
vative-leaning Wisconsin 
Supreme Court that absen-
tee ballot drop boxes are 
illegal.

Trump and others who 
support decertification, 
including Republican state 
Rep. Tim Ramthun, who is 
also running for governor, 

argue that the court’s rul-
ing invalidates the 2020 
results, when COVID-19 
vaccines weren’t yet avail-
able and absentee drop 
boxes were in wide use. 
Ramthun is only calling 
for the presidential race 
to be decertified—not his 
race nor anyone else’s 
from 2020 or earlier. Bal-
lot boxes were also in use 
in 2016, and he’s not call-
ing for decertification of 
the 2016 presidential race 
that was won by Trump.

Republican Assembly 
Speaker Robin Vos, who 
has said he believes there 
was widespread fraud in 
the 2020 election even 
though there is no evi-
dence of that, has refused 
to decertify the results, 
saying it would be impos-
sible. Vos, who is being 
challenged in the Aug. 9 

Michels says he’s 
open to decertifying 

2020 election

By Kimberly Wethal

kwethal@apg-wi.com

ELKHORN
A bus driver for the Dela-

van-Darien school district 
has been fired following 

accusations of “inappropri-

ate behaviors” in which he 

admitted to touching the 

buttocks of at least four 

girls and showing two of 

them pornography.

Matthew J. Gribben, 

39, of Elkhorn, has been 

charged with four counts of 

first-degree sexual assault 

and two counts of exposing 

children to harmful mate-

rial, all felonies, accord-

ing to online court recrods 

from Walworth County. 

Combined, the charges 

carry a maximum prison 

sentence of 247 years and a 

maximum fine of $20,000 

for the harmful material 

counts.

Online court records list 

four victims, all of whom 

Gribben is prohibited 

from contacting as a part 

of bond conditions, that 

range between the ages of 

six and 11 years old.

Gribben was arrested on 

June 29, two days after Dela-

van-Darien School District 

officials were informed by 

transportation contractor 

Dousman Transport of 

his alleged behavior, a 

news release from the dis-

trict states. Gribben was 

placed on administrative 

leave and Delavan police 

opened an investigation, 

the release adds.

The district’s state-

ment did not elaborate fur-

ther on Gribben’s alleged 

behavior and declined fur-

ther comment.

In interviews with 

police on June 28, Grib-

ben told officers that he 

“probably” touched the 

girls and showed them por-

nographic material for sex-

ual gratification, a criminal 

Bus driver alleged to have fondled girls, displayed porn is fired and charged
Faces first-degree 

assault charges

Above: Jillian Nay eats ribs 
from Cowboys BBQ & Rib Co. 
of Fort Worth, Texas. at Rib-
fest at the Walworth County 
Fairgrounds in Elkhorn on 
Wednesday. Ribfest runs 
through Sunday.

Right: Boo Harris of Buck ‘Em 
BBQ in Houston cooks ribs 
Wednesday while listening to 
Morgan Wallen at Ribfest in 
Elkhorn. Ribfest runs through 
Sunday at the Walworth 
County Fairgrounds.
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Adams Publishing Group

RELATED
• Ballot drop box deci-

sion: Former President Donald 
Trump latched on to the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court’s recent ruling that 
unmanned ballot drop boxes are not 
legal and renewed his call for Wiscon-
sin’s electoral votes for Joe Biden in 
the 2020 presidential election to be 
rescinded./Page 2A
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DNR: Trail repaving could disrupt 
rare turtles’ habitat, kill specimens
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