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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Gertrude H. Grice
•Wayne Ostram
•The Rev. William Clifford Zanton

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 32 | Low 18  

Snow late  
this afternoon

More on 7A

Teen accused  

of drugging stepdad
A 17-year-old faces felony 

charges after authorities say he 

slipped a sedative drug intended  

for cows into his stepfather’s 

energy drinks. Page 3A

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

General Motors might have closed 

10 years ago, but its influence on Rock 

County’s economy remains.

For decades, GM and companies in 

related industries defined Janesville and 

the surrounding area.

Manufacturing remains the top employ-

ment sector in the county, but it has begun 

to transform into a warehousing and logis-

tics hub thanks to its location on the state 

line, Interstate 90/39 running through it 

and the network of smaller highways that 

connect nearby communities, said Rhonda 

Suda, CEO of the Southwest Wisconsin 

Workforce Development Board.

GM was the main reason why the robust 

transportation network that has helped 

the local economy thrive today developed 

in the first place, she said.

“No doubt in my mind that when you 

have an organization like GM—the num-

ber of employees it had, the number of 

products that gets moved in and out—that 

a lot of the infrastructure we had is because 

of what we needed when GM was here,” 

Suda said.

Infrastructure still drives region’s post-GM economy Highway network generates 
new activity in Rock County

Above: Forward Janesville member Lisa Hurda reads 
the Dr. Seuss book ‘Oh, the Places You’ll Go!’ to 
students as Monroe Elementary School celebrated 
Read Across America Day on Thursday. Read Across 
America Day is a nationwide reading celebration that 
takes place annually on Dr. Seuss’ birthday, March 
2. Left: Monroe student Kenley Pope, dressed as Dr. 
Seuss character Cindy Lou Who, enjoys a lollipop 
during Read Across America Day activities.

Photos by Anthony Wahl 
awahl@gazettextra.com

Schools put Seuss 
to good use

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Gas taxes would increase 

but the cost to fill up could 

actually go down, income 

taxes would be cut for the 

middle class, and most of the 

laws passed during a lame-

duck legislative session that 

weakened the governor and 

attorney general would be 

repealed under Democratic 

Gov. Tony Evers’ first budget.

Evers’ budget, unveiled 

Thursday, checks off numer-

ous items on Democratic 

wish lists but will run into 

a Republican buzz saw. 

Majority Republicans de-

nounced the plan as nothing 

more than a liberal wish list.

Items they oppose include 

expanding Medicaid cover-

age to 82,000 more people, 

freezing enrollment in pri-

vate voucher schools, scaling 

back a manufacturing tax 

credit program and legalizing 

medical marijuana.

Evers implored lawmak-

ers to work together to reach 

a deal on his budget.

“We cannot afford to play 

politics with this budget,” 

Evers said in his remarks as 

prepared for delivery. “Folks, 

the stakes are simply too 

high. ... I’ve said all along 

that there’s more that unites 

us than divides us. We just 

have to choose to put people 

before politics.”

While Republican leaders 

said they hoped to find parts 

to compromise on, they also 

planned to write their own 

alternative budget.

“To me, it’s a thou-

sand-page press release, not 

a budget,” said Republican 

Senate Majority Leader Scott 

By Jonathan Lemire and Matthew Lee

Associated Press

HANOI, VIETNAM

President Donald Trump framed the 

breakdown of his nuclear summit with 

North Korea’s Kim Jong Un as wisely 

knowing when “to walk.” But the stun-

ning collapse revealed the limits of his 

brand of personal diplomacy and raised 

concerns about future efforts to disarm a 

global threat.

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

MILTON

Showing little disagree-

ment on most issues, can-

didates for Milton School 

Board expressed unan-

imous support for the 

district’s $59.9 million 

referendum at a forum 

Thursday.
Tensions have flared 

among current school 
board members in recent 
weeks. But the four candi-
dates vying for two seats on 
the board barely sparred 
at the forum, which was 
hosted by the Milton Area 
Chamber of Commerce at 
City Hall.

Candidates for city 
council and mayor also 
participated in the event, 
moderated by Stan Stricker 
of WCLO radio.

Mike Pierce is the sole 

incumbent in the school 

board election. He faces 

challengers Harvey Smith, 

Rick Ehle and Rick Mullen 

on April 2. Board member 

Don Vruwink, a state rep-

resentative, is not seeking 

re-election.

Each candidate said he 

supports the district’s fa-

cilities referendum, which 

calls for additions and ren-

ovations to almost every 

Turn to ECONOMY on Page 7A

Trump walks from summit
Decision could dent his 
dealmaking reputation,  

but it relieved some experts

Associated Press
U.S. President Donald Trump and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un walk together in 
Hanoi, Vietnam, on Thursday.

Candidates back 
Milton referendum

Turn to SUMMIT on Page 7A

4 people vying 
for 2 board seats

Evers plans 
increase  

in gas tax
GOP decries 

budget proposal 
as liberal wish list

Turn to BUDGET on Page 6A

Turn to MILTON on Page 6A

Milton girls  

move on
The Red Hawks beat 

Waterford 62-54 on 

Thursday and will face 

Monroe for a chance 

to go to state. Page 1B
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