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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 31 | Low 13  

Mostly sunny  
and colder

More on 7A

Beyond the blonde
Story of Elle Woods, the  

expectation-shattering  

protagonist of ‘Legally 

Blonde, the Musical,’ coming 

to Milton. kicks, inside
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Walworth County Administrator Dave Bretl stands outside the county’s government center in Elkhorn. Bretl is retiring in early 2020, but before 
he does, the county board plans to name the government center after him. He said the idea came as a surprise and is ‘a real honor.’

Taylor was on verge  
of quitting over alleged 
White House actions

By Eli Stokols

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

House Democrats have released 

a 324-page transcript of the testi-

mony last month by William B. 

Taylor Jr., the top U.S. official in 

Ukraine who was the first witness 

to provide evidence of a quid pro 

quo in the President Donald Trump 

impeachment inquiry.

Taylor recounted for lawmakers 

last month how Trump directly pre-

vented the release of military aid 

to Ukraine until the country’s lead-

ers publicly announced an investi-

gation of alleged corruption by for-

mer Vice President Joe Biden.

Democrats in the room for Tay-

lor’s deposition Oct. 22 said it 

was remarkably “thorough.” His 

account has since been corrobo-

rated by other officials, including 

Gordon Sondland, the ambassa-

dor to the European Union who 

amended his testimony earlier this 

week after claiming that deposi-

tions given by others involved, 

namely Taylor, had “refreshed” his 

memory about his telling Ukraine’s 

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 

that the security aid wouldn’t be 

delivered until a public statement 

was made about an investigation.

Taylor described a Sept. 1 phone 

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN

O
ver his 19 years working for 
the county, Walworth County 
Administrator Dave Bretl has 
overseen projects that gave sev-

eral buildings and facilities new looks.

Those projects included the new court-

house, health and human services build-

ing, sheriff ’s office, public works facility 

and Lakeland Health Care Center.

And before his retirement in early 

2020, Bretl also could see the county’s 

administrative building in downtown Elk-

horn display a new name over its doors.

County Board Chairwoman Nancy Rus-

sell proposed a resolution that would 

authorize naming the county’s adminis-

trative building in downtown Elkhorn as 

the David A. Bretl Government Center.

She said she expects the matter to go 

before the executive committee at its Nov. 

18, meeting—where she has “no doubt” it 

will pass—before coming back to the full 

county board for approval Dec. 3.

“It’s a real honor,” Bretl said. “It was 

a surprise and a deep honor for them to 

consider something like that.”

A sign of respect
Walworth County proposes 
naming government center  
after retiring administrator

Official: 
President  
directly 

prevented 
Ukraine aid

Associated Press
Ambassador William Taylor arrives 
to testify Oct. 22 before House com-
mittees as part of the impeachment 
inquiry of President Donald Trump. 
Democrats on Wednesday released 
the 324-page transcript of Taylor’s 
testimony.

3 million chickens 
could be coming  
to Rock County

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF LA PRAIRIE

A proposed large-scale 

chicken and egg farm in the 

town of La Prairie passed a cru-

cial checkpoint Wednesday.

The La Prairie Town Board 

unanimously approved a con-

ditional-use permit and zoning 

change, giving S&R Eggs per-

mission to occupy more than 

100 acres in the township west 

of Belding Road and continue its 

work toward building the farm.
To deny the conditional-use 

permit, the township would 
have had to point out inaccura-
cies or fact-based concerns over 
the health and safety of the com-
munity. The township had until 
mid-November to rule on the 
proposal.

The proposed farm would 
begin with 900,000 chickens in 
three buildings. It would even-
tually hold 3 million birds in 
10 buildings, Town Chairman 
Allan Arndt told The Gazette in 
October.

Arndt said as of Wednes-
day, S&R hadn’t submitted any 
building applications, but the 
agreement and conditional-use 
permit will allow the town to 
hold the farm to its standards for 
such rules as lighting, setback 

limits and other requirements.

“The purpose of the con-

ditional-use and road permit 

tonight was to recognize and 

get S&R Eggs to recognize that 

this is the standard we will hold 

them to, and the agreement says 

that they accept that standard 

and will live to it,” Arndt said.

If the company violates a 

term of the conditional-use per-

mit, the township would notify 

S&R Eggs of noncompliance 

and the company would have 

30 days to remedy the situation.

Town resident Shir-

ley LaPointe said her 

understanding of the process 

was that if the company follows 

state and county rules, town 

residents don’t have much say 

in the decision.

LaPointe grew up on a farm, 

she said, and while S&R Eggs 

claims the farm won’t have a 

strong odor, LaPointe said other 

industrial farms in the area have 

said the same thing but still 

smell.

While she lives a distance 

from the proposed project, she 

has concerns.

Turn to TAYLOR on Page 2ATurn to BRETL on Page 5A

Egg farm granted permit
If the company violates a term of the conditional-use permit, the 

township would notify S&R Eggs of noncompliance and the company 

would have 30 days to remedy the situation.

Turn to PERMIT on Page 7A

quick kicks
LECTURE

Black Hawk history

Aside from the fact artist Jeff 

Henriquez created a beautiful 

mural of him 

in downtown 

Janesville, 
what do you 

really know 

about Black 

Hawk?
Learn 

more about 

the Sauk tribe icon during “The 

True History of Black Hawk” at 

2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 9, at Hed-

berg Public Library, 316 S. Main 

St., Janesville.
Skip Twardosz and the Allies 

of Native Nations will discuss 

the story of the man behind the 

name, share information and dis-

pel myths during the program.

For more information, call 

608-758-6600 or visit Hedberg 

PublicLibrary.org. 

FESTIVALS

Friendly fiesta

Join the party when the 

Janesville Performing Arts Cen-

ter, 408 S. Main St., hosts its 

first Latino Heritage Celebra-

tion starting at 11 a.m. Sunday, 

Nov. 10. 
Along with food and games, 

the event will feature entertain-

ment from the local Latino 

community in Rock County 

and southern Wisconsin. 

Zyanya and Carpacho y Su 

Super Combo, a salsa 

outfit that has per-

formed at Chicago’s 
o Film 
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Food & Drink

Livick finds La Cantina in Stoughton 

straddles the line between chain, 

original Mexican dining. Page 6C

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

M
ILTON—“Legally Blonde, 

the Musical” is a fun show 

dog, and Peevo, who plays a hair-

dresser’s dog, Rufus.

Grace Ruggles, a sophomore, 

plays our hero Elle, who applies to 

Harvard Law School so she can try 

to win back a boyfriend.

ambition
Blonde

Sometimes it takes a little

to defy people’s expectations

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

Grace Ruggles, center, who plays as Elle Woods, joins others in a dance number during 

a rehearsal of ‘Legally Blonde, the Musical’ at Milton High School on Saturday. Show-

times are 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday, Nov. 15-16, and 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 17. Tickets 

are $10 and are available online through Thursday, Nov. 14, via the school’s website or 

before each performance at the door.

Bound for state
Elkhorn’s boys soccer 

team believes it can 

win the Division 2 

state tournament that 

starts Friday. Page 1B
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