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•Megan Marie Abey
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 75 | Low 57  

A.M. sunshine, 
then high clouds

More on 7A

Winding down
The COVID-19 vaccine site 

at Blackhawk Tech will  

reduce its number of open 

days before eventually 

closing later this summer. 

Page 3A

Meet the Hawks
It might be tempting 

to look ahead to  

the NBA Finals, but 

the Bucks’ Eastern  

Conference Finals foes  

are no pushovers. Page 1B

Suburban storms
Scores of homes were 

damaged after a tornado 

swept through suburban 

Chicago. It appeared  

Monday that no one died 

in the storm. Page 5B
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By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

Over the past few days, southern 
Wisconsin experienced a much-needed 
weekend of rain as a monthslong 
drought has threatened crops across 
the lower half of the state. Much of the 

area accumulated anywhere from 1 to 

2 inches, with Janesville right in that 

neighborhood.

Since Thursday’s 1.26 inches of rain, 

Janesville received another inch from 

Friday through Sunday.

While a few days of rainfall won’t 

alleviate all that the drought has 

wrought, farmers and other observers 

are optimistic that more wet weather 

is coming.

Doug Rebout, part owner of Roger 

Rebout & Sons’ Janesville-area farm, 

was encouraged by last week’s precipi-

tation but said it wasn’t enough. 

“We’re going to continue to need 

rain. In an ideal world, an inch of rain 

every five to six days would be great,” 

he said.

With that in mind, Rebout cau-

tioned that a return to the weather 

patterns that brought on the drought 

could undo the recent accumulation. 

“From here on out, if we go through 

another (dry) stretch like we’ve had, 

Hope grows with rainfall

By Heather Graves

Wisconsin Watch

The results of the referendum that would 
bring $1 billion over 30 years to the Racine Uni-
fied School District—and allow the district to 
revamp buildings dating to the Civil War—came 
down to just five votes.

On April 7, 2020, voters approved the referen-
dum by this impossibly thin margin. Little more 
than two weeks later, observers gathered in Fes-
tival Hall and held their collective breath as they 
watched the recount of 33,315 ballots.

Racine Unified School Board president Brian 
O’Connell said it felt like watching the final sec-
onds of a championship game. After six rounds 
of ballot-counting, the results were final: The 
referendum had passed.

It was a hard-fought campaign for the refer-
endum, O’Connell recalled, one that met staunch 
opposition from HOT (Honest, Open and Trans-
parent) Government, a group that would later 
challenge the five-vote victory, appealing all the 
way to the state Supreme Court.

School officials are awaiting a final verdict 
from the high court before they break ground on 
the full slate of projects the referendum money 
would fund.

Despite its hefty $1 billion price tag, the dis-
trict says the measure is not projected to increase 
the property tax rate—although any increase in 
assessed value will raise individual tax bills.

For now, referendum advocates in Racine 
applaud increased tax dollars that will allow the 
district to “right-size” by closing underenrolled 
schools, refurbishing and expanding others, and 
adding new technology, including a science, tech-
nology, engineering, arts and math school.

O’Connell said there was no other way to 
raise the money.

“I think that’s why you see so many school 
districts, big and small, urban and rural, going 
to referendum,” he said. 

Referendum questions common
Increasingly, school districts in Wiscon-

sin are forced to ask voters for approval to pay 
for everything from maintenance of old school 
buildings and construction of new schools to 
employee pay.

Rise of the  
referendum

Rebecca Kanable/Adams Publishing Group
Lettering spelling out ‘Milton’ is stenciled onto 
the deck at the Lieder Family Pool at Milton High  
School on June 4 as the pool, which has since 
opened, was in the final phases of construction. The 
pool was part of a $59.9 million facilities referen-
dum that failed twice before passing in April 2019.

By Jessica Gresko

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The Supreme Court ruled unani-

mously Monday the NCAA can’t limit 

education-related benefits—such as 

computers and paid internships—that 

colleges can offer their sports stars, 

a victory for athletes that could help 

open the door to further easing in 

the decades-old fight over paying stu-

dent-athletes.

Schools recruiting top athletes could 

now offer tens of thousands of dollars 

in education-related benefits that also 

include study-abroad programs and 

graduate scholarships. However, the 

case doesn’t decide whether students 

can simply be paid salaries for the ben-

efits their efforts bring—measured in 

tens of millions for many universities.

The high court agreed with a lower 

court’s determination that NCAA lim-

its on the education-related benefits 

that colleges can offer athletes who 

play Division I basketball and football 

violate antitrust laws.

The case is important in the short 

term for students who might see 

schools competing for talent by sweet-

ening their offers with a variety of edu-

cation-related benefits. It’s also import-

ant in the long term because it sets the 

stage for future challenges to NCAA 

rules limiting athletes’ compensation.

Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote for the 

court that the NCAA sought “immu-

nity from the normal operation of the 

antitrust laws,” an argument the court 

rejected. Gorsuch said that allow-

ing colleges and universities to offer 

“enhanced education-related benefits 

... may encourage scholastic achieve-

ment and allow student-athletes a 

Justices unanimous in ruling against NCAA
US Supreme Court says 

limits on certain benefits 
for athletes are illegal

School officials across the state 
argue funding formula is broken

Several more inches 
would be welcome

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Left: Janesville Craig’s Jake Schaffner celebrates after hitting a double during Craig’s WIAA Division 1 sectional final game at Sun 
Prairie on Monday. After the Cougars beat Milton 15-9 in a sectional semifinal, the Cardinals earned the state berth when they 
topped the Cougars 15-2 in five innings. Right: Craig pitcher Jack Ryan reacts after hitting a second consecutive Sun Prairie bat-
ter during the sectional championship game. More from the games in Sports.

The highs and lows of a postseason doubleheader
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