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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Joel L. Baugrud
•Jennifer L. Bianchetti
•Bernard “Ben” Chaput
•Matthew B. Ellefson
•Patrick James  
Finnane-York

•Thomas “Butch” Farrey
•Gerald P. “Jerry”  
Gutkowski
•Timothy Richard Klade
•Michael Roy Krutsch
•Donald E. Richards

•Richard V. Spaar
•Mark L. Spangler
•Delores A. Stevens
•John Edward Terry
•Bert P. Weeks Jr.

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 46 | Low 40  
Intervals of clouds 

and sunshine
More on 9A

Fond memories
A Gazette story about a 

stuffed wallet found in a 

man’s cabinet at home 

reached the original wallet 

owner’s family. Page 3A

Winning start
Parker’s girls basketball 

team began its 2019-20 

season Tuesday with a 

51-46 win over Milwaukee 

Marshall. Page 1B
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By Billy House, Laura Litvan and Nick Wadhams

Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump’s former 

envoy to Ukraine said he wasn’t initially 

aware of attempts to prod that country 

into investigating Joe Biden but came to 

realize that the anti-corruption efforts 

being demanded by the administration 

meant probes involving the former vice 

president.

Kurt Volker, who until recently was 

the special U.S. envoy to Ukraine, testi-

fied to the House committee conducting 

an impeachment inquiry that he wasn’t 

involved in key discussions and meetings 

that touched on Biden and his son’s partic-

ipation on the board of Ukrainian energy 

company Burisma Holdings.

“I did not know that 

President Trump or oth-

ers had raised Vice Presi-

dent Biden with the Ukrai-

nians, or had conflated 

the investigation of pos-

sible Ukrainian corrup-

tion, with investigation of 

the former vice president,” 

Volker said. “In hindsight, I 

now understand that others saw the idea of 

investigating possible corruption involv-

ing the Ukrainian company, ‘Burisma,’ as 

equivalent to investigating former Vice 

President Biden.”

Volker testified with former National 

Security Council official Tim Morri-

son, who was on the July call that has 

become central to the investigation of 

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Carlos Amezquita, a city of Janesville public works employee, operates a leaf collection truck Tuesday near  
Columbus Circle on the city’s near-east side. An unusual fall snowfall this year pushed back to collection schedule by 
a day. Collection is expected to end later this week.

City workers clear streets of fallen leaves

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Franklin Middle School 

English teacher Jesse 

Ramirez entered his fifth 

year as an educator in the 

Janesville School District—

one of several minority 

teachers in the district 

who attended college and 

returned to teach in Janes-

ville as part of a local schol-

arship program.

Ramirez, now 29, got his 

first teaching job at Frank-

lin, where he remains today.

In the last five years, he 

remembers one student 

who inspired him greatly: 

A Spanish-speaking boy 

who Ramirez said learned 

English fearlessly, exuding 

confidence despite the fact 

he sometimes had trouble 

expressing himself in his 

new language.

Ramirez, who is Latino, 

attended UW-Rock County 

and UW-Whitewater and 

earned a teaching degree 

with the help of the Janesville 

Multicultural Teacher Schol-

arship, a nonprofit award 

administered through the 

Community Foundation of 

Southern Wisconsin.

He was among the first 

to earn the scholarship, a 

$5,000 annual stipend given 

to select minority students 

in the Janesville School Dis-

trict who agree to teach in 

Janesville after graduation. 

In the decade the program 

has run, eight people who 

received the scholarship 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Jerry Rasmussen was not the inspiration 

for “the most interesting man in the world” 

beer ads, but he could have been.

Consider:

 �He spent three months on an iceberg.

 �He cared for a rhesus monkey at 

UW-Madison in the 1950s. The monkey 

later flew on a space mission.

 �He was part of the storied folk music 

scene of 1960s Greenwich Village and pro-

duced several albums.

 �He, a white man, was invited to join 

an all-black gospel choir.

Not bad for a kid from Janesville, the son 

of Elmer, who worked at General Motors, 

and Esther, who worked at Parker Pen.

Along the way in his 84 years, he also 

managed to attend the Woodstock music 

festival, be director of a museum and write 

Christian inspirational books.

Rasmussen sat down for an interview 

when he visited his hometown this sum-

mer.

He recalled attending UW-Madison in 

the mid-1950s, when he worked in the pri-

mate laboratory, testing rhesus monkeys. 

Researchers placed a white rat with each 

monkey. Nearly all the monkeys killed the 

rats.

Life, well lived: Janesville native collects variety of experiences over his 84 years 
Janesville 
native Jerry 
Rasmussen 
sings and 
plays guitar 
at Voigt 
Music Center 
in downtown 
Janesville in 
July.

Angela Major/ 
amajor@gazette 
xtra.com

Minority mission
Janesville teacher, state superintendent 
tout value of local scholarship program

Turn to LIFE on Page 9A

Turn to MISSION on Page 9A

Ex-envoy, Trump staffers testify
Witnesses who heard call with Zelenskiy take questions

Turn to IMPEACHMENT on Page 5A
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• Takeaways: Key themes from Tuesday’s testi-

mony on Capitol Hill./7B
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